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Fire Ban in Effect!
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Fairmont & District Lions Attention all pyromaniacs... you know who you are!  Yes, those of you who
feel that a hot summer evening in Fairmont just isn’t complete unless the
local skies (forests and front decks) are alive and screaming with blasts of
hot fiery colour and pyrotechnical madness;  or perhaps that hot dogs and
marshmallows are truly only hot dogs and marshmallows when they’re
charred black on the end of a stick dangling deep in an open flame alongside
the everpresent pile of four-year-old renovation debris.  Yes... you know
who you are!
However, to those of you who associate summer fun with sparks and flames,
be warned.  The entire region, Fairmont Hot Springs and surrounding
communities, along with the rest of the province, is under a fire ban.  Not
only are fireworks prohib-
ited in the Southeast Fire
Centre, but  burning barrels
and now campfires, as hu-
man-caused forest fires are
“unacceptably high, totalling 55
percent of all fires in the
Southeast this season.” says
Gwen Eamer, fire informa-
tion officer.
The ban is being strictly en-
forced and fines will be is-
sued to those who ignore the
ban.
The public reports nearly
half of all wildfires in B.C.
Please continue to report
smoke and flames by calling
toll-free 1-800-663-5555 or
*5555 on most cellular net-
works.  For more information, please visit www.bcwildfire.ca.

Nelda Harker

A perfect summer day is when the sun is shining,
the breeze is blowing, the birds are singing, and
the lawn mower is broken.  ~James Dent

Historic Barn Proves
Much In Demand...
And Going Fast!
Since the release of The Fair-
mont Hot Springs Limited Ed-
ition Keepsake Ornament feat-
uring prominent local historic
landmark, Holland Barn, this
spring they’ve been flying off
shelves.
The brainchild of Fairmont
Business Association member
and owner of Fairmont Village
Gift Shop, Diana Moore, the ornament is proving to be a popular souve-
nir amongst the usual t-shirts and coffee cups.
With only 500 in circulation, this Limited Edition Ornament
is only $10.00, a great value with all proceeds raised go to
the Fairmont Business Association to benefit local community initia-
tives.  Any retailers wishing to carry ornaments may contact Diana at
FVGS 250-345-6133 or email diana.kevin.moore@shaw.ca.  This is truly a
collector’s item, so be sure to check local Fairmont retailers for supply.
Enjoy your Keepsake!

It is with great pride that I am able to announce that the Canada day celebra-
tions, including the Crazy Soles Fairmont Fantastic 3 Triathlon, were a huge
success.  Shirley White was the liaison for our Lions and she had all of us
organized and everything went off really well.  Good job to everyone that
day!
Six lions and three volunteers made the butter, syrup, juice and coffee table
move smoothly at Valley Appreciaton Day on July 18th.
The biggy for the month was the Annual Garage Sale at Real Storage.  Another
resounding success, thanks to Lions Chairman, Ray Kolochuk.  We all think
Ray missed his calling...should be on TV convincing people they "NEED'' what
he's selling.  Thanks to all the Lion's who showed up to help.  As always, many
hands make light work.
Instead of holding our meeting July 7th at the Fairmont Lodge, we met at
Spruce Grove for a quick meeting and a much longer BBQ.  It was a cool
evening but warm with good company.  There are no projects forcast for the
next month or so but we continue with meetings on the 2nd and 4th Mondays
of the month.  Consider being a part of our fun-loving, hard-working and
generous group!

FBA News
After another busy year, the FBA is taking these busy
summer months off.  Regular meetings will resume again in
September.  Be sure to look for the Fairmont Map Pads as
well as the new Fairmont Limited Edition Keepsake

Ornaments at a Fairmont business near you!
If you would like any other information on membership or the
activities of the FBA, please contact President, Lloyd Wilder, at
lewilder@shaw.ca.

Happ y Bir t hda y,
Angelina &
Ella
Ha ynes!

Where:   Lodge of Fairmont Hot Springs Resort,
                 Pine Room
When:    7:30 pm, August 21st, 2009
Note:     Registration commences at 7.00pm

Market Forces
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Join Rob Neil, Land Manager with The Nature Trust of BC, and geologist, Bill Ayrton on August 16th
at 10 AM to Hike to the Hoodoos Wetland.
Meet at the parking lot at the intersection of  Westside Road and Hawke Road.
Lunch will follow at the Shaunessy’s K2 Ranch.
To register contact Tracey Loewen at 1-866-288-7878 ext. 222.

Hoodoos WetlandHoodoos WetlandHoodoos WetlandHoodoos WetlandHoodoos Wetland
HikeHikeHikeHikeHike

July 28th...
Happy (belated) 40th,
Val Bracken!
August 29th...
Happy Birthday,
Kelly Bracken!

Farmer’s markets have become a growing force in the community
marketplace throughout Canada.  As recorded by the National Farmers'
Market Impact Study 2009 conducted by Farmers' Markets Canada (FMC)
sales estimated over $1 billion, with an economic impact range of $1.55 to
$3.09 billion annually.  These are huge numbers in the face of turbulent
economic times. But considering today’s economic factors they’re antici-
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Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive and
effective advertising!  Email info@frgazette.com for rates.
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Classifieds

Music & Entertainment Round-Up
George J. Blisner

BABYSITTING AVAILABLE:  Completed the Red Cross Babysitter
Certification.  Please call 250-345-6190

Welcome folks to music and entertainment for the month of August.  The astounding assortment
of amazing, alluring and animated music that defines August here in the valley will surely add art
to your life.  July's jubilant juggernautic joyride was highlighted by the performance of  Heather
Blush and her band at Bud’s Bar and Lounge  on the 22nd.  Her deep throaty voice combined with
her original lyrics and the perfect funk beat of her band was a real treat.
It was, and is, another treat, to have Cousins reunited again for their annual summer tour. John
Cronin and cousin Mac Walter have been spreading their guitar vertuosity around the valley for the
last several weeks and will be performing at various venues all this month.  At Pynelogs Aug 4th
for one....  As for an update for Late, in addition to soothing a mountaineer's cairn in Wilmer and
rocking Strand’s Old House Restaurant  last month, I think we almost set a record for playing
music in a single day:  on July 18, the band played Valley Appreciation Day  in Invermere at
noon, following Deb and the Dreamers and Marty Beingessner's musical volunteer shows, on to Music
on Main  in Radium only to keep the crowd dancing ‘til two at the Whitehouse Classic  which
again raised funds for the less fortunate here in the valley for the umpteenth time (nearing thirty
years!) Thanks to Phil and Maureen and all the many local volunteers.
August sees amazing musical assets huge and rocking!  Ray Ray’s Beach Bar down by the tracks
in Invermere has live entertainment Friday and Saturday weekly.  Angus Mctoogle’s Restaurant
and Bar has local musicians playing Thursday through Saturday as you dine.  Buds Bar and
Lounge has two great shows to start the month:  a favorite around here, Fred Eaglesmith rocks the
place on Aug 3rd, followed by Sweatshop Union on the 7th, who will likely alter your brain cells!
The Whitehouse Pub  features Crazy Kurt and his Midnight Madness Karaoke ever hot Thursday
along with Phil’s smile to cheer you up.  Speakng of karaoke, we have Big Jim’s play list of tunes in
Canal Flats every Saturday at the Columbia Inn , and of course, the Lady of K , Weird Gal every
Tuesday in Fairmont at The Farside Pub and Eatery.  As for The Hoodoo Grill & Lounge,  check
out  their notice board daily, as you never know who will show up to groove.

Activities

Editorial Indulgence
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WANTED:  canoe, in decent condition for a family of five.  Please call
250-345-4002

I have been saving space for the major recent music news our fair valley.  Sean Cronin and Morgan Childs, sons of  reknowned local musical figures,
John Cronin and Bruce Childs, along with their two bandmates in the Amanda Tosoff Quartet, were the recipients of the The Grand Prix du Festival de
Jazz de Montreal.  Having grown up in Montreal, and knowing how important the Jazz Festival is to the world of music, it is so special to have seen
how these two local families have contriubted so much to music here in the valley and now the world.
Mark your calendars for these Late dates:  we have the honour of playing a wedding for Michel and Al  in The Meadows on a Saturday this month,
come down and dance to our music... they wont mind!  As always, please drive safe, and good music to all!

Columbia Valley Transit Advisory Commission
A volunteer from the Fairmont Area is needed to represent the needs of our
community on the Columbia Valley Transit Advisory Commission.  This
individual would be responsible for representing the needs of the commu-
nity of Fairmont in advising the RDEK on recommendations that could
arise from the transit system.
Currently meetings are held at the Invermere Hospital during the after-
noons, usually every 2nd month or as they are needed.
If you are interested or would like more information, please contact Wendy
at 250-345-4550 at work or 250-345-6155 at home or email
info@columbiarafting.com.

a variety of media, including wood, paints, glass, clay, fabric and metal.
As well as showcasing very talented artists, the Tour of the Arts  allows patrons to discover hidden treasures in the Columbia Valley.
Lovely heritage properties set in spectacular scenery welcome Tour visitors including a restored 1895 barn, a lodge built as a hotel for
miners in 1899, a century old church, 10 buildings at the Windermere Valley Museum, and the 95 year old Pynelogs Gallery.
The first Tour proved immensely popular, selling out all 500 Passports required for admission to the Tour Sites.  Plan to buy your Passports
early. Invite your friends and family to visit the Valley for the August long weekend to enjoy the Tour of the Arts . Passports go on sale
Saturday, June 27 at Pynelogs, Village Arts, Essentials, One Hour Photo and Details in Invermere; Smoking Water Cafe in Fairmont; N’Deco
in Radium. All proceeds from the Tour support the programs of CV Arts.
Tour of the Arts  passports include the map to the sites, photos and bios of all participating artists. Passports are $20.00 ($10 for students,
children 12 and younger free). Travel at your leisure between 10 am and 4 pm. Have your Passport that stamped at each Site. At the end of
the afternoon, Tour patrons and artists are invited to a reception at Pynelogs from 4:30 to 7 pm. Passport holders who collect all five Tour
stamps are eligible for a special draw prize (Tin Horn Creek Winery and Golf  Package in the Okanagan). 
A committee of volunteers has worked on the Tour for months to create a major artistic highlight for local residents as well as a destination
for visitors. We urge you to join the team and volunteer for this exciting event. Call CVArts at 250-342-4423.
Volunteers are needed for tasks such as parking directors, admission desks, and reception personnel.
Contact: Lynda Tutty, ’09 Tour of the Arts Organizing Committee at 250-341-3185 or email, lyndatutty@shaw.ca.

Tour of the Arts Kicks Off Passport Sales
Mark your calendars. Sunday, August 2 nd is the second annual Columbia Valley Tour of the Arts , featuring
Columbia Valley artists in unique locations.  This year 50 artists will display, demonstrate and sell their work in
five heritage locations. The Columbia Valley Arts Council is pleased to present artists who work in

It seems, regretfully, that Fairmont has lost a decades old fixture in our
community.  While it may not have compared to the age-old tradition of ‘hopping
the rails’ it  did offer Fairmontonians a convenient, and low cost, means of
transportation to just about anywhere.
Well, no more.  After many decades of regular service, Greyhound no longer
accomodates this communi ty.  To get to Cranbrook, Calgary or beyond, you must
now find your way to Windermere and to the Skookum Inn to purchase tickets,
catch the bus and even collect your parcels.
Of course, we all know this is just merely a sign of the times.  With all forms of
transportation struggling for viability, what, with airlines increasing fares as they
overbook fewer flights while charging for each checked bag; and unprofitable VIA
rail, fresh from a costly strike of locomotive engineers, is slashing prices to
encourage ever-diminishing train travel; why should we be surprised.
However, when it hits so close to home, to an institution so common and
predictable as to disappear into the highway landscape, as our local Greyhound
service, it gives one pause for thought.  We took it for granted, of course, naively
assuming that as it had always been there... so it would always be.  In turbulent
financial times such as these, it becomes clear nothing can be assumed, regardless
how consistent, and regularly scheduled, it may have been.
The Editor

PhotoWalk, Contests & Just Plain Old Shutterbuggery!
Despite a small turnout, the Invermere PhotoWalk is considered a great success, and doubtless will increase in numbers next year.  The
truly impressive thing about it, from a Fairmontonian’s perspective, is that of the eight who wandered Invermere the busy morning of July
18th, three of us were from this end of the valley.  Which sets us up nicely for very possibly conducting our own next year!  So, all you
Fairmont shutterbugs, and wannabe shutterbugs, who might have been a little intimidated by the event this year, keep an eye out for
registration info next June and be sure to join us right here in Fairmont!
In more events of the photographic kind, there are a couple of fun contests happening locally.  The Nature Trust of British Columbia  in
partnership with Nikon  and Lens & Shutter  is hosting the Inspired by Nature contest with the grand prize a Nikon D90 DSLR kit with an 18-
105VR lens.  The contest runs until September 22/2009, so please visit www.naturetrust.bc.ca for more information.  The Columbia Basin
Trust  invites you to Show Us Your Basin, with images that show what the Columbia Basin means to you.  Winning photos will be used in
upcoming CBT publications and promotional materials, as well as featured on their website.  The contest ends October 1/2009 so be sure to
find details at www.cbt.org/photocontest.  Not to be outdone, The Fairmont Range Gazette is featuring its own photo contest, Home on the
(Fairmont) Range, and how Fairmont has inspired you this summer, whether you be a resident, visitor or otherwise.  The deadline is the
25th of August, and all entries can be submitted with name and information about the shot to info@frgazette.com.  The winning photo will
be published in next month’s issue.  Ladies, there has been some considerable interest in a short intro to DSLR workshop (covering basic
details to encourage you to explore your new camera beyond just the ‘P’ setting!)  If you would like further information please email
info@frgazette for specifics.

Do what we can, summer will have its flies.
~Ralph Waldo Emerson

A Bear Reminder
With consistent local bear sightings in recent weeks, do what you
can to be cautious and aware.  We all need to be taking extra
precautions at this time of year to protect ourselves and the bears.
Around your home, check your yard and deck and eliminate any
attractants: garbage, food, birdseed, BBQ grease and empty
bottles.
In the backcountry, or out on the trails?  Please visit
www.pc.gc.ca/banff-bears for comprehensive information on
bear safety when enjoying our wonderful outdoors.

j j j j j j j

anticipated to only continue growing as people look for better value as
they choose their meat, dairy, produce, and other items produced on a
smaller scale, more healthfully minded and closer to home.
As concern for the multitude of issues surrounding mass food production
grows, so does the trend towards local markets.
With the advent of the weekly summer market in Invermere several years
ago, the valley has joined eagerly the move to support local growers and
artisans.  The Invermere market has grown at a remarkable rate and may
even be feeling a little of the strain of the increasing demand.  The lines
can be long if you don’t get there first thing and there is reportedly some
exclusivity as it pertains to new vendors.  It’s not entirely unexpected and
the burgeoning enthusiasm for this shopping experience allows other
local communities, of shoppers and vendors alike, to benefit from
Invermere Market’s bursting seams. Edgewater Market, with a long-
standing Saturday morning tradition; and new this year, Radium with a
small Friday afternoon market so as not to conflict with those more
established, are seeing steadily increasing numbers.
There’s been some talk, and plans do exist in the Resort’s Master Plan, for
the possibility of such a market in Fairmont.  With fresh local produce,
artisans and others looking for a home venue to offer their wares, it might
be something exciting to consider, perhaps sooner rather than later.
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