
Training Day

If you are interested in advertising or contributing stories in the Fairmont
Range Gazette please contact Tracy at 345-4002 or info@frgazette.com .
Birthday, Wedding and Anniversary notices are FREE!
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Fairmont & District Lions
Nelda Harker

Perfect for Christmas:  A Unique Piece of
Fairmont History for the Tree!
With Christmas just around the corner, now’s the perfect  time to get your
own Fairmont Hot Springs Limited Edition Keepsake Ornament featuring
prominent local historic landmark, Holland Barn.
The ornament is proving to be a popular souvenir amongst the usual t-

FBA News
First off, local business people, please be sure to join us at 7pm in
the lobby at The Lodge at Fairmont Hot Springs Resort on
Wednesday, December 2nd, for our Annual Christmas Social.  Lots
of fun, with great company and good cheer!
At the November meeting, Jason Hardy of marketing firm
Chatterson Drive, and Sheena Rogers of Marble Canyon, introduced
the Association to the new “I Love Fairmont Hot
Springs”campaign, a new effort underwritten by The Residences at
Fairmont Ridge development to promote a renewed sense of
community, encouraging business and growth for the community of
Fairmont.
Plans continue for the festivities surrounding the Vancouver 2010
Olympic Torch Relay, which is sure to include activities following
the torch run on Friday, January 22nd and a gala event at The
Hoodoo Grill on Saturday, January 23rd.  Details about the
weekend will be announced next month.
A new batch of Map Pads will soon be available for businesses to
distribute to clientele and visitors.  Some Fairmont Limited Edition
Keepsake Ornaments still remain, so please get yours- they make
great gifts- in time for Christmas.   It’s looking to be an eventful
winter, with several fun activities and events in the cooker, so come
out and be a part of it!
The next meeting will be in the New Year. If you would like any
other information on membership or the activities of the FBA, please
contact President, Lloyd Wilder, at lewilder@shaw.ca.

In fact, it was a weekend.  A chilly one in early November,
where local firefighters from Fairmont and Windermere
boned up on the ins and outs- literally!- of Vehicle
Extrication.
With a lot full of old cars, a couple of trucks and a tool belt
of hydraulic powered rescue equipment the group of ten
gathered near the Fairmont airport for three days of
intensive Vehicle Extrication Training.
Our local department boasts not only a new truck, loaded
with all the bells and whistles to facilitate efficient and ef-
fective fire and rescue response, but also the highly spec-
ialized, and expensive collection of equipment that
comprises the “Jaws of Life”.
Now there is a full roster of firefighters certified to use it.
Under the knowledgable leadership of accredited Educator
in Emergency Technologies, Gordon Sweetnam of Calgary,
the men learned how to safely and efficiently conduct
rescues in various scenarios of motor vehicle accidents.
Included in the training was a focus on teamwork with an
important emphasis on safety.
Recruits were thoroughly familiarized with the steps
required in approaching any scene:  Assess the scene,
assess the vehicle concluding the best way to stabilize the
vehicle to gain safe entry thereby offering safe access to
stabilize the patient.
Through the many scenarios, all of the participants were
given extensive experience in operating the necessary
equipment:  Cutter, Spreader and Ram.    Hydraulic
powered, the equipment which now finds its home on the

A reminder to all,  The Lions have boxes to collect eyeglas-
ses for forwarding to those in need in developing countries.
The boxes are at  Smoking Waters Cafe, Family Groceries in
Canal Flats, and The Gas Plus in Fairmont.
The province of B.C. has the highest number of eye glass donations of all the
Canadian provinces.  In 2008 over 16,000 pairs were sent to eye clinics in the
developing world.
With Christmas coming soon, as in years past, donations of $2000 and $1000 will
be given to the Food bank and Christmas committee.
For the 2008-2009 season, Fairmont and District Lions have donated over $31,000 to
various charities and organizations throughout the valley and internationally.  What a
good job.  Well done everyone!
 Meetings are every second Tuesday of each month, the next being, December 8th
at 7:30 pm at Fairmont Hot Springs Lodge.
All those interested in contributing to your community, please consider joining us!
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Put your own skills and abilities to unique use.  Learn new things.
Provide a valuable service to your community!
Meetings:  Fairmont Fire Hall, Thursdays, 7pm

Continued page 4...

Continued from front page...

The crew, and victim, near the end of a successful training.

A trainee takes charge with the Jaws of Life to make the (simulated) rescue.

shirts and coffee cups.  It’s a
wonderful gift for anyone who has
visited our area and even better for
those of us who live here and
would enjoy such a unique repre-
sentation of this fantastic place we
call home!
With few of the 500 left in circula-
tion, this Limited Edition Orna-
ment is only $10.00, a great value
with all pro- ceeds raised go to the
Fairmont Business Association to
benefit local community initiatives.
Any retailers wishing to carry
ornaments in time for Christmans,
may contact Diana at  Fairmont
Village Gift Shop or call 250-345-
6133.
This is truly a collector’s item, so
be sure to check local Fairmont re-
tailers for supply.  Get your
Fairmont Keepsake now!

new truck, is efficient in size and speed allowing  for fast access
to any scene.
After three full days, getting a thorough run-through in theory and
practice, each of the participants emerged not only better prepared
for possible accident scenes, but with a Certification in the impor-
tant work of Vehicle Extrication.
In other Department news, a new Training Officer has been
assigned.  Drew Sinclair begins formally mid-December, when he
will work with the Department to continually assess the training
needs.  In addition to other formal training, Mr. Sinclair will
participate every Thursday evening keeping members prepared
and improving, in preparation for first more effective first re-
sponse to various scenarios they might encounter.
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Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive
and effective advertising!  Email info@frgazette.com for rates.
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Classifieds

Music & Entertainment Round-Up
George J. Blisner
Welcome folks, to music and entertainment for the month of December:  a deliciously
delightful, but delicate debutantal dish of debauchery in the valley(kidding!  Just George
and his single fantasies...) The neighbourly nostalgia of November came in the form of
Inveremere Light-Up Night, well attended, while the local crowd of shoppers and revelers
listened to and swung their hips to well known, local band, Debbie and the Dreamers.  You
guys looked good up there in your toques and mitts.  Also got to see my great nephew, CJ,
play puck for Creston against our Valley Rockies.  It was hard to cheer without getting hit
by the "eye" of a local or the elbow of my niece.  A great night for the spirit of the valley!
As for December’s delightful delicious debaucheries (meaning food only, not that other
stuff... trust me.) Sure, George.  Let me begin with the entertainment event that inspires
my whole year, held at the Lakeside Pub  on December 20th:  Local musicians and
entertainers giving their time and hearts to raise money for the unfortunate in our
community as the generous audience, the listeners and watchers, get to acknowledge their
appreciation for the talented efforts.  It truly is one night of sharing and joy that should not
be missed.  The Musicians Food Bank Benefit Concert at The Lakeside!  December 20th.
Reservations only.  Fairmont friends- warning- get a ticket, it is one very spiritual, festive
night of sharing that you will keep forever.  Last year’s proceeds set a record almost two
fold.  Let’s be sure to do it again!
The rest of the month is full of those Christmas parties of debauchery (stop, George!) No,
really.  Angus Mctoogles Restaurant and Pub  will have their usual Thursday through
Saturday local musicians playing... with no eggs.  Ray Ray’s Beach Pub is planning a
unique New Years party with a Skiing, Food And Music event.  Copper City Saloon
features DJ Ken Fridays and Saturdays for dancing while Bud’s Bar and Lounge  wishes all
you folks a good festive season.
The Whitehouse Pub  features Thursday Karaoke with Midnight Madness and Kurt.
The Farside Pub and Eatery counters with his ex, Weird Gal, doing her world reknowned
karaoke on Tuesdays.  Finally, on Saturdays in Canal Flats, Big Jim winds up the karaoke
week in the valley at the Columbia Inn .
Late News:  The band had the pleasure of playing at ColumbiaHouse the first Tuesday of
the month and it was  great to see all our friends smiling so much.  The entire
band is looking forward to seeing you at The Musicians Food Bank Benefit Con-
cert on the 20th.  Enjoy the festive season, be safe! And good music to all!
Merry! Happy!   George James Blisner

Editorial Indulgence
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With the close of this 2009, not only have we come to the
end of another year, but we also bid farewell to the first de-
cade of this new century.  Truly, I remember welcoming
the New Milennium like it was yesterday... scary.
Anyhow, in these past ten years we’ve seen all colours of
remarkable, beginning with the violent burst of the tech
bubble followed shortly thereafter by 9-11 to Iraq and now,
Afghanistan.  These past couple of years have shown us,
yet again, how what goes up, must of course come down.
Locally, we’ve seen our own ups and downs as real estate
prices have fluctuated back to reasonable proportions and
community visions undulate with the markets.  As much as we, enjoying the
tranquility of rural, resort life, are allowed to indulge in the denial of rapid change,
rejecting movement forward (broadband and Parks & Trails), change is still an in-
evitability.
As many of our personal horizons are clouded in uncertainty, so it is with that of our
community.  None of us know what Fairmont will look like on the eve of this
milennium’s third decade.  So, moving forward, it would behoove us all to embrace
the unknown, revel in the uncertainty, expect change rather than rejecting it..
Choose to be a part of it, contribute to the new vision, rather than merely digging in
heels in knee-jerk reaction to it.  So, Happy New Year, everyone!  Merry Christmas
and Festive Holidays.  And, a hearty Thank You!  The Editor.

The Theft of Boxing Day
Americans have their gall.  Stealing by price, our timber, oil and in this
valley even our water.  Now they are after one of the most time honored
Canadian Holidays, Boxing Day.  Sure Boxing Day was started across the
pond.  But Boxing Day, that noble day after Christmas shopping tradition
that also allows for the returning of that favorite gifted Christmas sweater, is
most assuredly not American.
It's not as if our neighbors to the south don't have their own Black Friday.
For reference, Black Friday is the day after that other Thanksgiving where
Americans leave their homes in droves at dawn to trample each other to get
the best pre-holiday shopping deals.  No, I'm not kidding, the news media
annually reports the poor unfortunates who get injured, and in some years
die, at the hands or or more appropriately at the feet of America’s finest
shoppers.   The name Black Friday ironically, originated in the city of
brotherly love, Philadelphia, referring to the heavy traffic associated on that
day.  Not satisfied with their own moribund shopping Holiday, the
Americans, in recent years are now trying to take over Boxing Day.
They are not yet calling it Boxing Day, but it's just a matter of time.  The day-
after-Christmas shopping specials are a cunning ploy by the retailers to the
south to subsume our long cherished day after Christmas retail therapy.
They are vying with their retail dollars a coup, once again, attempting to
undermine our economy.  Perhaps, in the best Canadian fashion, lets just
give it to them, at least the retail part of that Holiday, and return to the
original tradition.  That of giving  gifts in the form of a "Christmas box" to
those less wealthy.  Particularly, in the year after the biggest recession of
this century, it is appropriate to return our charity and attention to those in
need and leave the shopping to those south of the 49th.

I Love Fairmont Hot Springs... Dot Com
The new billboards leading to Fairmont have illicited a fair bit of
curiosity from residents and visitors alike.
If you visit the website, ilovefairmonthotsprings.com, perhaps you’ll
find the answers to your questions.  I Love Fairmont Hot Springs is a
new campaign, currently underwritten by the Residences of Fairmont
Ridge, launched to get people, near and far, talking about not only the
new development but our community.  It’s an attempt to allow visitors
and of course, potential buyers, a fresh perspective on the wonders of
our area.
The campaign has been launched with a photo contest offering great
prizes, such as the grand prize, The Big 60- 60 golf rounds, 60 ski
passes, 60 pool passes- to be presented when the contest closes
Valentine’s Day, 2010. The campaign will continue through various
events and partnerships, such as the Fairmont Business Association as
well as other entities, corporate and media both locally and beyond,
ultimately intended to be a well-rounded online presence promoting the
community and local businesses  Go have a visit.  Enter the contest!

FOR SALE:  Darkroom Equipment- 3 enlargers and related equipment
& supplies. CHEAP, CHEAP, maybe even FREE!
All offers considered.  345-4002

An American Perspective
Dan M. Yankee

I have always thought of Christmas
time, when it has come round, as a good
time; a kind, forgiving, charitable
time; the only time I know of, in the
long calendar of the year, when men
and women seem by one consent to
open their shut-up hearts freely, and to
think of people below them as if they
really were fellow passengers to the
grave, and not another race of creatures
bound on other journeys.
 ~Charles Dickens

FBA

Wednesday, December 2nd
7pm

The Lobby at The Lodge,
Fairmont Hot Springs Resort

Christmas Social
Business People of Fairmont,

we look forward to seeing you.
You are invited to mix, mingle, enjoy
great company and holiday cheer!

Three McIntoshs:  Dad, Brian, December 13th;
Mom, Cathy and Ryan, 10, December 11th
A couple of others:
Squirrel, December 18th
Filipes, December 23rd

Happy Birthday!


