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Candidates Meet We, the Fairmont onians

Taking The Cart From Before the Horse

It has been a long winter and, like everyone else, the Lions’ are
ready to get outside. May 9th is our spring cleanup of the highway
from Columere corner to the refuse station. We commend the
Windermere Lions and Rotarians banding together to clean up
more miles of the highway. We know visitors to the valley notice,
as do our residents.
The Par 3 Challenge has been up and running on Riverside's #8.
Mother Nature hasn't been as cooperative as we would like but it's
a long season.  My personal thanks goes out to the community
residents and golf club members who participate.  We don't just
take Alberta money......
Our annual garage sale will  be held on Hwy 93/95 on Sat.July 11 at
the Real Storage facility. If you have items for donation call Ray
Kolochuk 250-345-9572  for pick up of items.
Our sincerest sympathy goes out to Past President Barry Jonas on
the loss of his wife, Sharon. We will all miss Sharon as an artist,
golfing buddy and a bright light in our lives but not as much as she
will be missed as a wife and mother.
Make a positive difference in your community! Please consider
attending a meeting, the second and fourth Monday of each month,
7pm at the Fairmont Hot Springs Resort Lodge.

Be sure to make it out to the Annual General Meeting of the
Fairmont Business Association for 9 holes of golf and dinner,
Sunday, May 3rd.  The meeting will start at 1pm with the first tee
times, off the first and tenth tees, at 2:27pm with dinner to follow.
Tickets are $50 per couple.  Norm Macdonell, director of Fairmont
Area Recreation and Trails Society, will be the featured speaker
offering information on the upcoming Open House.
Bruce Halford provided information on this years 2nd Annual
Fairmont Fantastic 3 Triathlon as well as the Canada Day activities.
The primary sponsor for the triathlon will be CrazySoles in
Invermere though there are still sponsorship opportunities available
for $250, getting a space on the back of the event t-shirts.  The
Canada Day events, including the triathlon, will be moved back to
Fairmont corner this year.
The Candidate’s Forum was finalized as was the decision regarding
the Limited Edition Keepsake Ornament, which will feature the
Holland Barn in Fairmont.
Lastly, look for the new MapPads coming soon!
If you would like any other information on membership or the
activities of the FBA, please contact President, Lloyd Wilder, at
lewilder@shaw.ca.

This fall, eligible voting residents of Fairmont will again have a decision to
make as it pertains to parks and trails, projects ranging from pedestrian
crosswalks at the main Fairmont intersection, to a community centre and ball
fields, to a system of trails connecting the communities in our area.
At an Open House scheduled for Wednesday, May 6th from 3-5pm, in the Lodge
at Fairmont Hot Springs Resort, new plans outlining a proposed system of
parklands and trails will be presented.  However, at this gathering, the bigger
message that must be conveyed to a previously ambivalent public is that a vote
in favour will not all of a sudden authorize the creation of trails or a
community centre at taxpayers expense, but will simply authorize the creation
of a Service Area, whereby funding for projects, such as crosswalks, parks and
pathways can be more readily obtained.
Establishing a Service Area opens the door for a multitude of funding
opportunities otherwise unavailable, thus ensuring no project regarding parks
and trails is constructed using tax dollars.  Under the guidance of a steering
commitee and public consultation, proposals can then be considered based on
community benefit and impact rather than just the degree of tax increase.  To
qualify as a Service Area, eligible for grants, gifts (in monies and/or lands) and
other forms of support, the area needs to prove itself self-sustaining, meaning
there is a willing tax base, to ensure that the tax dollars are available not to
construct, but to maintain any given project, set up so that only insurance,
planning and maintenance costs are covered.
In surveys returned after the meetings in 2007, it was clear residents saw a need
and priorities were identified by the feedback.  On the top of the list in creating
a greater sense of community was interconnectivity, allowing safe and ready
non-motorized access between neighborhoods from Columbia Ridge and
Fairmont; creating a community centre; and developing recreation fields and
picnic areas.   Safety in walking or riding bikes throughout the area was a
common theme.
Any plans presented at the Open House on May 6th are just that, plans.  What
needs first to be established is the Service Area, the system which will provide
the vehicle for addressing the community’s priorities, allowing for each project
to be examined and explored, better measured for its value to our community
rather than merely just the cost.
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May 12th citizens of British Columbia head to the polls.  Thanks to the efforts of Fairmont Business
Association President, Lloyd Wilder, two of our local candidates stopped by to indulge voters from
Fairmont to Canal Flats in a little Q and A.
The candidates drew a crowd of about 30 people, and despite the issues currently facing Canal
Flats, the majority in attendance were from Fairmont and voiced concerns ranging from BC Hydro
rates to education to the challenges concerning small business.  Not unlike many other regions of the
province the question of IPP’s (Independent Power Producers) was certainly on peoples minds.
While this wasn’t a debate, compared to exchanges between other opposing candidates I’ve heard
throughout the province, this was a meeting defined by civility, respect and even a little humour.
Local developer and moderator, Dave Rae maintained the pace so that all questions and concerns
were addressed and in timely fashion.
Jumbo Glacier was addressed but briefly by both candidates, in agreement on the importance of
resolution, though not surprisingly they came from opposing viewpoints on the direction it should

Nipika Yoga Retreat
At Nipika Lodge

Settler’s Road, Kootenay National Park
Sunday, August 23, 2009 to
Tuesday, August 25, 2009

The Retreat:
Join us for an invigorating and inspiring two days of yoga,

meditation and pristine outdoors in the heart of the Rockies
at glorious Nipika Lodge.

The daily yoga and meditation activities will be led by
Tamela Hart owner of Yoga Mountain Studio in Invermere.
This will be your time to relax, renew and have fun!  You’ll
enjoy hours of yoga and meditation as well as ample free,

unstructured time to enjoy the best in natural, outdoor
destinations.

For more information, please call
Cathy at 250-345-0348 or email cathyc@mctserv.com

Fairmont & District Lions

Norm McDonald, NDP Mark McKee, Liberal

Activities

Fairmont Hot Springs Resort and Eco-Adventures is again offering
its Youth Golf and Adventure Camp for children aged 7-14 years.
The program has been revamped to offer youth new and improved
experiences to gain more knowledge and awareness in the
outdoors. Some new things to look forward to:
1)      A half day more of adventure, giving youth a full 3 days of
golf and adventure;
2)      A youth golf and adventure golf shirt for a souvenir of all the
fun we have;
3)      New lunch menu items available at the Mountainside Golf
Course;
4)      An extra day in our famous Fairmont Hot Springs Pools;
5)      Learn to use GPS systems and then utilize skills learned in a
digital scavenger hunt; and
6)      A fun afternoon of Frisbee golf.
We look forward to having your child participate in this amazing
camp once again. Keep in mind that space is limited, a maximum of
12 children per camp. If there are any questions, please do not
hesitate to contact the Eco-Adventure Team at Fairmont Hot
Springs Resort, 250-345-6000.

Emergency Preparedness Week         May 1- May 7             Visit www.pep.gov.bc.ca to learn more!

take.  On the subject of IPP’s, primarily the project impacting the Glacier and Howser Creeks to our north, Liberal candidate, Mark McKee insisted that
these were temporary leases, expiring in 25- 40 years, while incumbent NDP candidate Norm McDonald stressed that these projects are “imposed”,
questioning, “where is the public good?”, effectively privatizing our rivers and potentially impacting our lakes and rivers for generations to come.  On the
subject of education and specifically the funding formula that is clearly undermining the ability of small, rural schools to
offer the best education, Mr. McDonald offered the dismal statistics regarding rural school closures in the province and the
need to reconsider the formula. Conversely his opponent stressed a greater priority should be on new, larger  schools, en-
couraging an amalgamation process in essence replacing the old, rural schools altogether saving on increasing maintenance
costs.
One of the best questions asked of the candidates abilities to be “rebels” within government and their parties in order to
best represent their constituents.  In response, Mr. McKee admitted to the “hypothetical” nature of the question, but that he
has stood up for his community in the past, but is typically “100% behind his government’s policies.  Mr. McDonald, on the
other hand, reminded Mr. McKee that “Liberal MLA’s do what they’re told...”, but conceded that with having only exper-
ience in opposition “that’s easy to say”, but made a point to add that this is “the most centralized governments I’ve seen”.
As to the ongoing issue of the Provincial Park on the east side of Columbia Lake, Mr. McKee felt “it was just a matter of an
MLA sinking his teeth into the issue and getting things done.”  Mr. McDonald, far more familiar with the status of the con-
flict, reminded those in attendance as well as his opponent, that the issue is “hugely complicated, tied to First Nations neg-
otiations” as well as “constitutional issues to navigate.”

May 12th
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Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive and
effective advertising!  Email info@frgazette.com for rates.
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Classifieds

Music & Entertainment Round-Up
George G. Blisner

All mothers are working mothers.
~Author UnknownFOR SALE:  MEC Baby Backpack.  Good condition.  Comes with protec-

tive canopy .  $100 OBO  Please call 250-345-4002

Volunteer of the Year:  Paul Stewart
I began my conversation with Paul Stewart discussing the recent honour
of being awarded the Volunteer of the Year for our Area F.  However, as
the avid hiker and biker that he is, it didn’t take long for the conversation
to turn to all things outdoors.  A passion of the long time Meadows res-
ident, nature and our mountain landscape has played a huge role in the
way he has devoted his volunteer hours.
Truly a family that appreciated all that Fairmont and the valley has to
offer in outdoor recreation, they built a cabin in the late 70’s. Paul, his
wife Doreen, and their two sons, enjoyed many years spending their
weekends at the ski hill or hiking the various trails up and down the val-
ley.  He also dedicated his valuable weekend time to patrolling up at the
ski hill. That said, it should be of no surprise that Mr. Stewart, in the
years since moving to Fairmont fulltime, is very active in promoting
walking, hiking, trails and healthful living in our area through his continued efforts in the Summit Trailmakers
Society and more recently, the Fairmont Area Recreation and Trails Society. He is eager to see that the rest of us
are able too, to enjoy the best of what lay outside our doors.
As we wound our way back to the recent honour bestowed upon him, the list of his volunteer involvements in
and around our region, leaves no doubt as to his deservedness. Holding positions on the Exectutive of such
organizations as the Fairmont and Ogilvy-Wills Community Associations, Summit Trailmakers Society,
Fairmont Men’s Golf Club and the Fairmont Fire Department.  In addition to years spent as a Ski Patrol at
Fairmont, Paul dedicated fourteen years welcoming newcomers to the hill at Panorama, by helping to familiarize
them with the hill and it’s multitude of runs.
A cancer survivor, largely recovered from treatment for Lymphoma(Type B, Class 4) last year, Paul embraces
his passions fully, and enthusiastically shares his knowledge about our area and the wonders our outdoors have
to offer.  He also knows and believes in the power of volunteerism.  And, while we never spoke about it, the
word is he also plays a mean bass, with the residents of Columbia House the fortunate benefactors of this
particular talent.  From all of us, your friends and neighbors of Fairmont, congratulations, Paul!

Welcome folks to music and entertainment for the month of May.  A magnificient
memorable melange of mystical music and melodies.
April’s artistic array of amazing feats was highlited by a performance by The Silver Strings
on the 7th at Trinity United Church  to a sold out crowd.  Mr. Bruce Childs and all the
talented children that preformed should be very proud of the sounds, group spirit and
fortitude it must have taken to preform all those Ukelele tunes!  The show included fifty
different players of all ages and talents.  The crowd was very appreciative and responsive.
Hats off to Bruce Childs and all the people that worked so hard for such a rewarding job
well done. Another highlight in April was the show put on at the new Rockies at
Riverside  last Saturday night by national recording artist Larry Barrio and his band.  The
dance floor was packed.
As for May’s many mystical melodies, Late, that up and coming, fresh sounding and
unique group of locals is  playing at the Copper City Saloon  on the night of the full moon:
the 9th and then again on the Friday the 15th at the same venue.  Come on out and support
your locals and do some dancing.  Across the street, Shelley at Bud’s Bar & Lounge  has a
full month of shows planned but to round out the month, Deb with On Top Productions  is
bringing in The Grass Mountain Hobos on the 27th.  Over at Angus Mctoogle’s Restaurant
and Pub is featured, as always, local musicians every Thursday through Saturday evening
to accompany your fine meals. The White House Pub  features fine Karaoke every Thurday
night with Crazy Kurt and his Midnight Madness. On Tuesdays, The Farside Pub & Eatery
also offers Karaoke, but with Weird Gal putting on the tunes and Fridays, DJ Dave spins the
vinyl for your pleasure.  Rory at the Hoodoos Bar and Grill  promises a great monthly line
up anchored by their fun Wednesday Night Jams with many acts to follow.  May 9th, The
Dunes will be rocking The HooDoos  and keep an eye out for more fun coming on their
bulletin board.
Rumour has it John Cronin, Mark Koenig and a few other talented musicians will be playing
at the Trinity United Church  on the Long Weekend.
Well folks, that’s it for May.  Drive real safe.  Good music to all and go see Late, trust me
you will like the feel.

Business Profile
Spirit Bear Clothing
If you’re looking for comfort and versa-
tility in your active wear, you don’t have
to look too far from home.
This winter, Cathy McIntosh, wife, mo-
ther of two boys and X-ray Tech at the
local hospital in Invermere, took on some-
thing else.  In addition to being a busy,
working mom, Cathy is a devoted yoga
enthusiast and found herself in search of
affordable, good quality active wear to
suit her active and busy life.
Last summer enjoying a few days at an
Ashram on Kootenay Lake, she fell in
love with the bamboo clothing they car-
ried, but found the high cost prohibitive.
Motivated by the quality, feel and wear-
ability, she set off on her own course to
find similar product but at a lower cost.
The idea of a business, as she describes, “fell in my lap”.  In her research for
clothing like that she’d experienced at the Ashram, she was struck by the idea
of offering the product herself, subscribing to a few basic tenets, the first
being affordability.  To follow she chose to pursue a distributor who
conformed to a philosophy of Fair Trade while producing quality garments
that were also eco-friendly.
Her search led her to Spun Bamboo, and her products are gaining a following.
Bamboo fabric clothing is an easy sell.  It is buttery soft while being durable.
Bamboo is a sustainable product as the plant grows weedlike without the
need for fertilizers or pesticides and naturally contains anti-bacterial
components only adding to it’s appeal for active wear.
Currently Cathy and her Spirit Bear Clothing offers long and short sleeve t-
shirts, hoodies, socks, pants and capris and she is always on the lookout to
increase her selection of colours and styles.
Maintaining an attitude of green, there is no printed catalogue, but a new
website is soon to be up and running.  If you would like more information or
would like to see what Cathy and Spirit Bear Clothing has to offer, please feel
free to email her at sales@spiritbearclothing.com.

People:

The Village of Canal Flats is
seeking expressions of interest
from members of the public
interested in organizing a
Curling Club.

If you would like to volunteer,
please contact the Village

Office at 250-349-5462.
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Cathy McIntosh in Spirit Bear’s Spun Bamboo

RDEK Area F Volunteer of the Year, Paul Stewart

Fairmont Area Parks & Trails
NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING

An open house and public meeting to discuss establishing a
system to fund parks and trails maintenance throughout the
Fairmont Hot Springs area, including Columere Park, Dutch

Creek and Columbia Ridge, will be held on:

Wednesday , May 6, 2009
Open House: 3:00 to 5:00 pm

Public Meeting: 7:00 to 8:30 pm
at

Fairmont Hot Springs Resort - Pine Room
5225 Fairmont Resort Road

For additional information and a detailed map of the proposed service area
boundaries, please visit the RDEK website at www.rdek.bc.ca.

Please attend this meeting if you are a resident and/or property owner of
this area.  Your input is important.  In the months following the public
meeting, electors will be asked to approve the establishment of the parks
and trails service.  Attending this meeting will help ensure you receive the
information you need to make an informed decision.

13th Anniversary
May 4th to 10th, 2009

Science Takes Flight

www.adventurevalley.com/wings/

Happy 5th Birthday, Coral!
May 13th

WANTED:  canoe, in decent condition for a family of five.  Please call
250-345-4002


