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Fairmont & District Lions
Nelda Harker

Once in a young lifetime one should be allowed to have as much
sweetness as one can possibly want and hold.  ~Judith Olney

Get Your Own Piece
of Fairmont History!
While You Can!
Since the release of The Fair-
mont Hot Springs Limited Ed-
ition Keepsake Ornament feat-
uring prominent local historic
landmark, Holland Barn, this
spring they’ve been flying off
shelves.
The brainchild of Fairmont
Business Association member
and owner of Fairmont Village
Gift Shop, Diana Moore, the ornament is proving to be a popular souve-
nir amongst the usual t-shirts and coffee cups.
With only 500 in circulation, this Limited Edition Ornament
is only $10.00, a great value with all proceeds raised go to
the Fairmont Business Association to benefit local community initia-
tives.  Any retailers wishing to carry ornaments may contact Diana at
FVGS 250-345-6133 or email diana.kevin.moore@shaw.ca.  This is truly a
collector’s item, so be sure to check local Fairmont retailers for supply.
Get your Limited Edition Keepsake Ornament now!

FBA News
Regular meetings will resume again this month, on Monday, October 5th
at 7pm at the Hoodoo Grill.  Map Pads are still available.  As are the
Fairmont Limited Edition Keepsake Ornaments, but they’re going fast.
It’s shaping up to be a busy autumn, with several fun activities and

events in the cooker,  so come out
and be a part of it!
If you would like any other
information on membership or the
activities of the FBA, please contact
President, Lloyd Wilder, at
lewilder@shaw.ca.

Happ y 5t h Bir t hda y,
Josh McIntosh!
Oct ober 1 9t h

Fairmont Unveils New Rescue Vehicle
Friday, September 25th marked the presentation of the newest ad-
dition to our local department’s fire and rescue fleet.  The shiny, new
vehicle replaces the smaller, pick-up sized first responder vehicle for
attending medical emergencies.  Unlike the truck it replaced, this new
truck is not only equipped for medical emergencies, but it also has the
added benefit  of providing fire suppression.  It is this vehicle you will
see first on any scene.
The truck, boasting a $400,000 price tag, was funded by the RDEK to
meet the additional need of the Fairmont area.  An undeniable up-
grade, it is modern and fully automated, saving time on scene, partic-
ularly as it is also a source of water.  It has the extra capacity not only
to attend medical calls and motor vehicle accidents but also fire related
dispatch. The department is excited with its capacity to handle any sit-
uation, large or small.
Training is ongoing for its operation and three volunteers are newly
accredited to pilot the vehicle.
As the capacities of this small department are enhanced, the Fairmont
Volunteer Fire Department is encouraging more individuals to join
the force.  To anyone considering the department wants you to know that
volunteers are are utilized only to the capacity dictated by the individual
volunteer.  It isn’t a substantial time commitment and volunteers aren’t required
to take on any roll they’re not comfortable with.
In addition to standard training and preparation for calls, volunteers enjoy the
benefits of additional training such as 1st Aid, extrication, safety, driving and
first responder.
Another Open House is in the works for next month, so please consider
contributing to your community in a unique, exciting and satisfying way.  The
department meets at the Fire Hall every Thursday at 7:30pm

Fire Prevention Week is October 4 - 10, 2009. The theme this year is “Stay Fire Smart!
Don’t Get Burned”. During Fire Prevention Week fire and life safety educators around
the province will bring important safety messages to their community on burn aware-
ness and prevention, as well as keeping homes safe from the leading causes of home
fires.
Fire Prevention Week activities are planned in communities across the province. A
province-wide Community Fire Drill scheduled on October 7th at 6:30. During that time
BC residents are encouraged to test their smoke alarm and practice their escape plan.
Please visit http://www.pssg.gov.bc.ca/firecom/pubed/fpw.htm for more information
on the province-wide Community Fire Drill.

Fire Prevention Week: October 4-10
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The Fairmont and District Lions are delighted to report that, in conjunction
with Fairmont Hot Springs Resort,  a Junior Golf School will become a reality
in 2010. The Lions have provided clubs for juniors for the driving range in the
past but there will now be provision of full sets for use by children of varied
heights. As well, teaching will be done by the CPGA pros and associates at the
Riverside Golf Course.
On Monday, September 21st, the M19 district governor was unfortunately held
up at Sandpoint, Idaho due to a road closure and was unable to make it for our
dinner. We were very disappointed, but the dinner went ahead and a wonder-
ful meal was enjoyed at the Resort, where the visiting continued well after
dinner.
We send our get well wishes to local Lion, Carolyn Kolochuk, during her
health treatments.  We also send our deepest regrets to Carolyn in the sudden
passing of her brother.  A double whammy for her but
we know her strength comes from her savior and the
tremendous love and support of hubby, Lion Ray
Kolochuk.
October is the month so many Lions head off for
the warmer climes of the south.  Before we go,
however, the ditches will again be cleaned of gar-
bage.  The next meeting is Tuesday, October 13th
at 7:30 pm at Fairmont Hot Springs Lodge.
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Put your own skills and abilities to unique use.
Learn new things.
Provide a valuable service to your community!

Meetings:  Fairmont Fire Hall, Thursdays, 7pm
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Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive and
effective advertising!  Email info@frgazette.com for rates.
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Classifieds

Music & Entertainment Round-Up
George J. Blisner
Wecome, folks to music and entertaiment for the month of October!  An overpowering overflow of
original sounds through our beautiful valley.  September’s sizzling selection of sultry entertainment
was just that, with The Radium Show and Shine Car Show, a day that really shone (bad, George...)
setting another record for cars in attendance.  Bif Naked’s sexy show at Buds Bar and Lounge
shook the house and it was nice to see her on tour again after her bout with breast cancer.  The
Cronin’s party at Pynelogs was a smooth collaboration of local musicians and caring friends.
Happy 60th John!  My favourite highlight of September (and there have been many playing with
friends in Late!) was to have the honour of being at the Scarecrow Festival & Fall Fair  in
Windermere: a most exquisite day to see all the joy and smiles that such an event creates.  My
thanks to all the people that showed and shined their arts and crafts to one of the biggest crowds
of admiring and smiling people I have witnessed here.  At http://www.bclocalnews.com/
kootenay_rockies/invermerevalleyecho/ you can view a well made video that depicts the spirit of
the day quite clearly as you see the smiles.  It aso features a band I kinda enjoy- Late- the video
sound quality isn’t great but the spirit sure rocked. My Kudos to  Over The Rainbow and all the
volunteers!
As for the overflowing octupusal octaves (Oh boy!  You have to use your imagination on that
one...) of October, how ‘bout I help- more than eight events oozing octaves!  Dah.  Let’s start with
Ray Ray’s by the beach in Inveremere on the 1st:  they are featuring a "raw dancing show " as quoted
by Ben, but officially named, Vegas Girls.  Hummm.  The four piece blues of Bluessmyth is there on
2nd.  On the Thanksgiving weekend RayRay’s has a talented, hypnotist scheduled for Friday
followed by the rock of Heddy Acclaim on the Saturday.  Their first annual Halloween party is
going to be a hoot with big prizes for costumes as well as a ZZ Top cover band, so plan for that
one!  Copper City Saloon  now features Ken the Dj  Fridays and Saturdays with a new feature on
Thursdays:  Song Bird Entertainment’s karaoke featuring Lisa.  Buds Bar and Lounge  has a full
month of entertainment planned, so keep an eye out.  Angus Mctoogle’s Pub and Restaurant has tal-
ented local musicians playing Thursday through Saturday each week.  Karaoke is at
at the Whitehouse Pub every Thursday with Crazy Curt and his Midnight Madness.
Tuesdays, world reknowned Weird Gal, and her screen shows the words to all the
young crooners at The Farside Pub and Eatery.  Down at The Rockies at
Riverside, Thursday Night Jam is getting better and better every week with their open
mike night.  They are ending the season with a big bang Halloween costume party on
the 31st, featuring that young local talent, Half Sack.  Good job Britt.  At the
Hoodoos Grill and Lounge,  rumours abound that Wednesday Jam is coming back
soon.  Be sure to watch their board for upcoming acts.
Finally but  not lastly? Big Jim, down in The Flats, sets up the tunes for karaoke at
The Columbia Inn .  Special ‘hello’ to  Magdelena and Dorothy up there:  two sweet
ladies and mothers we really miss.
Hey, guys and girls!  Have fun ,drive safe and enjoy the music!

Editorial Indulgence
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As I sat down to write this, following the results of
the vote for the Service Area, facilitating parks
and trails, I was geared up to skewer our fair
Area F and the worthy voters within.
Well, I just don’t have the energy.  People
didn’t see the value and, despite the blitz
of information in the months, weeks and
days leading up to voting day, people still didn’t
seem to fully understand what they were voting
for.  The conversation seemed to end, as it
did with broadband, with the money.Without
proven value, people just weren’t prepared
to foot the bill for change- for positive progress- no matter
how nominal.
And so it goes.... I was angry.  But, now I’m just sort of re-
signed.  I enjoy a unique way of life in our fair Area F.   So I
can’t ride my bike safely to our local grocery store with my
kids.  My family will still enjoy the pool... the ski hill... and
the wonderful peace that is off-season.  I guess there is
comfort in things staying the same.....
The Editor

Delicious autumn!  My very soul is wedded to it, and if I
were a bird I would fly about the earth seeking the
successive autumns.  ~George Eliot

A Bear Reminder
The weather has cooled and autumn is now officially upon us.  In
anticipation of the weather growing consistently colder our furry
neighbours are out and about stuffing themselves on all the
yummy stuff they can find.  There has been an increase in their
activity in amidst our homes and communities and encounters
have been numerous.   Do what you can to be cautious and aware
to protect yourselves, your homes and the bears.
Around your home, check your yard and deck and eliminate any
attractants: garbage, food, birdseed, BBQ grease and empty
bottles.  Hunters and hikers:  please visit www.pc.gc.ca/banff-
bears for comprehensive information on bear safety when
enjoying our wonderful outdoors.

j j j j j j j

Local Busing ‘Under Review’

Happ y 11t h Bir t hda y,
Samson!
Oct ober 1 3t h

When witches go riding,
and black cats are seen,
the moon laughs and whispers,
‘tis near Halloween.
~Author Unknown

A few local parents are currently holding their collective breath awaiting
word on the future of the school bus that carries their children to Martin
Morigeau Elementary School(MMES) in Canal Flats.  As other parents, for a
variety of reasons, have chosen alternate educational opportunities for their
children, the numbers of children bused from the imaginary line of Dutch
Creek to school in Canal Flats have steadily dwindled, resulting in a district
review of the Columere Park, Columbia Ridge- Canal Flats bus route.  With
other regions losing service in one form or another, parents have reason to
worry.  The route, admittedly, serves only a few families at this end of the
lake, but these families are within the bounds of service to Canal Flats and
are right to expect it to continue.  The response provided by the School
Board is that should service be cut back, or eliminated altogether, these
families will be sure to receive an appropriate transportation allowance in
lieu of bus transportation.  While this potential solution accomodates the
financial demand assumed by parents wishing their children to remain at
MMES, there appears only token consideration of what this tremendous
inconvenience would mean to families.

Charlie Brown is the
one person I identify
with.
C.B. is such a loser. He
wasn't even the star of
his own Halloween
special."
~Chris Rock

Fairmont Has Spoken With
It’s Usual Consistency
And they have said ‘no’.  In this, a second opportunity to visit the possibility
of a system of public trails and facilities to provide for enhanced safety and
connectivity of our entire community, of the 243 votes cast, 96 voted in favour
of establishing a Service Area to facilitate parks and trails, and 147 voted
against.
Not surprisingly, the proposed tax increase was the primary bone of
contention, though there was also concern for the proximity of proposed
trails to private property and issues of safety and security both on the trails as
well as to bordering properties.  Despite a rash of information in the months,
weeks and days to inform residents of exactly what they were voting for in
this latest referendum, people still held fast to their initial conception of what
this proposal would mean to their individual communities as well as their
own bottom lines.
For proponents of the plan it’s another disappointment, but it doesn’t mean
the end.  The Service Area offered a means by which to more easily accept
donations in the form of resources and lands, as well as private and public
funds, in the facilitation of establishing parks and trails.  Without the Service
Area, these things can still change hands, proposals can move forward, but
the implementation takes on an increased complexity.

Happ y 12t h Bir t hda y,
Dr e Ha ynes!
Oct ober 1 3t h
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