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Fairmont & District Lions
This month we take another kick at the
proverbial can as we take to the polls
to determine our parks and trails
future in this region.
Of course, this isn’t a vote directly
approving the development of parks,
trails or anything else.  A vote in
favour simply establishes the Service

Nelda Harker

Autumn, the year's last, loveliest smile.
  ~ William Cullen Bryant

Get Your Own Piece
of Fairmont History!
While You Can!
Since the release of The Fair-
mont Hot Springs Limited Ed-
ition Keepsake Ornament feat-
uring prominent local historic
landmark, Holland Barn, this
spring they’ve been flying off
shelves.
The brainchild of Fairmont
Business Association member
and owner of Fairmont Village
Gift Shop, Diana Moore, the ornament is proving to be a popular souve-
nir amongst the usual t-shirts and coffee cups.
With only 500 in circulation, this Limited Edition Ornament
is only $10.00, a great value with all proceeds raised go to
the Fairmont Business Association to benefit local community initia-
tives.  Any retailers wishing to carry ornaments may contact Diana at
FVGS 250-345-6133 or email diana.kevin.moore@shaw.ca.  This is truly a
collector’s item, so be sure to check local Fairmont retailers for supply.
Get your Limited Edition Keepsake Ornament now!

August is the beginning of a quieter time for our Lion's, or certainly, as much
as fund raising events are concerned.  Now is the time for meetings and
reflection on how we can best benefit others from our efforts. Our executive
discuss and carefully consider the requests in detail and bring back recommen-
dations to the membership at large.
 A huge apology goes to Bill Desbrisay and Fran and Dave Lapinskie for
missing them in our Thank You ad in the Echo and Pioneer. I accept the
"lashing". Without your generosity our Lion's club could not have raised as
much money at the Coy's Fun Day of Golf.
 The Hole in One Challenge continues through September, a wonderful fund-
raiser that benefits many. Our executive has been in discussions with Peter
Smith and Bill Kulyk of Fairmont Hot Springs Resort Ltd. as they wish to
develop a Junior Golf School. Each year 10% of the money collected has gone
to the Junior Program at Riverside.  With the Fairmont and District Lion's
continued help the dream of this school will happen.
 Thank you to Spruce Grove management for allowing us to have our BBQ's
there this summer. The socializing is such a big part of Lionism.
 Reminder to all members and their spouses (significant others) that Septem-
ber 21st is the visit of the District Governor. A chance for all of us to "dress" up.
One last remark....Congratulations to Shirley and Terry White as our 2008-2009
Lions of the Year. They are always there, no matter what the job. We are so
fortunate to have them in our club.

FBA News
After another busy year, the FBA is taking these busy
summer months off.  Regular meetings will resume again in
September.  Be sure to look for the Fairmont Map Pads as
well as the new Fairmont Limited Edition Keepsake

Ornaments at a Fairmont business
near you!
If you would like any other
information on membership or the
activities of the FBA, please contact
President, Lloyd Wilder, at
lewilder@shaw.ca.

Happ y Bir t hda y,
Liam Ha ynes!

CP Rail Open House. Clear...  In a Muddy Sort of Way
The recent open house conducted by CP Rail for local residents and home-owners, specifically those of Columere Park, providing information
on the proposed bank stabilization project, offered some clarity on their intentions, though many were left unconvinced.  The residents of the
south side of Columere Park, particularly those who have experience with the cracking and crumbling of the bank down towards the railway
tracks that run below, were not entirely sold on the effectiveness of the proposal, or the company’s reasons for the instability of the bank in the
first place.  Issues such as the increased power of the engines and the increased length of the trains; as well as the years of consistent removal of
dirt from the base of the bank in question in order to offset the constant degradation of the tracks foundation; were all brought to the attention
of the various engineers and consultants representing Canadian Pacific. Issues, and in some cases, accusations, all deflected with a practiced
dexterity. It was to the considerable frustration of some, the relative unwilling of the rail company to take any responsibility for the problem,
which increases in severity each year, content to lay responsibility at the feet of development, seasonal run-off, and an underground spring
running deep below.
In addition to the collapse of the bank over the tracks, is the problem of the ground under the tracks shifting as much as six inches a year.
Between the dangers inherent in the falling bluff, is the danger in the buckled tracks, causing a slowing of rail travel to 10-20 miles/hour along
that stretch of track, where typically the speed is up to twenty miles per hour faster. The answer settled upon by CP Rail to stabilize the bank is
a berm built up under the tracks as well as the bank, extending into Columbia Lake, so as to better support the weight of the steep slope above.

Area that will allow us a say- a process- in how we proceed with any
proposed projects.
As with anything in our community, cost is an issue at the forefront.
While any projects proposed will rely on private funds, donations,
grants and community resources in construction, it is only the
maintenance, not the building of any systems or facilities, that will be

financed by the RDEK, reflected in a maximum twenty cent per thousand of assessed property value, or approximately $93/year (based on a
residential assessment of $500,000) on your tax form.  Bear in mind that these projects are proposed over several years, so taxes begin low ($0.05
per $1000) and increase gradually as trail systems are established and increase in number.
The goals of the Fairmont Area Trails and Recreation Society (FARTS) and the establishment of the Service Area is not only to encourage a
network of trails, ranging from forest paths to more developed pathways but also to protect natural park and greenspace.  It is through the
FARTS that proposals are considered and presented, but it is the community that decides the fate of any given project proposed.
Without the Service Area, any movement forward in the realm of parks and trails, community connectivity and public parks and facilities is
severely hampered. Currently three potential park sites are identified in Fairmont’s OCP, and are presently Crown land.  The FARTS has
indicated these lands should be retained as natural greenspace.
For general voting, please visit the Fairmont Fire Hall on Saturday, September 19th, between 8am and 8pm.  If you require advance voting, the
polls are open at the Fairmont Fire Hall on Wednesday, September 9th, from 8am to 8pm; and Thursday, September 17th, from 8am to 8pm.

It is estimated the improvement will enhance safety and
stability, of the tracks and the bank, by up to 30%.
The timeline for the project finds it’s completion, with
revegetation and enhancement, in October of next year, with
actual construction beginning next summer.  Fin-

Continued on page 2...
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Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive and
effective advertising!  Email info@frgazette.com for rates.
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Classifieds

Music & Entertainment Round-Up
George J. Blisner
Welcome, welcome folks, to music and entertainment for the month of September:  A smooth, yet
sultry, selection of sizzling sounds for our steamy valley (George. that’s smoke, not steam!) Excuse
me, I guess that’s the bachelor talking.  Wow!  What an amazingly animated August of really
awesome music in the valley.  So many high highlights:  The Cousins concert at Pynelogs, John and
Mac’s guitar work was phenomenal with the deep harmony of Shawn Cronin’s stand up bass!
At Ray Ray’s Beach Bar, Aubrey's piercing sax sounds and deep vocals with her band Funkafilla
brought Montreal white funk to George and the valley.  Cropper’s 60th, and my highlight, was to
play music with Late for Mr. and Mrs. Bergen's wedding in late August down in the meadows.
Al and Michele Bergen, thanks for the opportunity to see so many people dance and enjoy!
As for the sultry, smooth and sizzling sounds of September, we will start with smooth at Ray
Ray’s Beach Bar on the 4th and 5th with two prodigal sons of the valley.  Marty and Russell’s New
Moon will play their funk-filled jazz rock for you.  The beach stop also has Radio Lifeline on the 11th
and 12th and the blues of Wheel House on the 18th and 19th.  Uptown, at Buds Bar and Lounge ,
Shelley has a full month of sultry blues and even some grunge country.  On the 2nd, The Divorcees-
yup, that will be your grunge country boys- will do what they do.  DJ Futa is spinning on the 5th
followed by the sultry blues of Fall BlueZ Series, four shows of blues and life.  Tim Williams kicks it
off on September 10th, and another prodigal son, Ken Hamm along with his dobro, (hopefully,
Bruce too) on the 17th- they should be called locals soon- with Chris Whiley and the deep,
amazingly colourful voice of Diana Braithwaite on the 24th.  The fourth in the series comes next
month, on the 8th of October, with the lady of slide guitar, Ellen Mcllwain (yup, she is a feisty
redhead!)  Thanks to Deb at Up Top Productions for bringing these remarkable artists in.
Mctoogle’s Restaurant & Pub  has local musicians playing Thursday through Saturday to make
you cheerful. The Whitehouse Pub,  in Windmere, has Midnight Madness Karaoke every Thursday
night with Crazy Curt.
The Farside Pub and Eatery has the lady of karaoke, Weird Gal, trying to get us to sing.

Editorial Indulgence
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Columbia Valley Transit Advisory Commission
A volunteer from the Fairmont Area is needed to represent the needs of our
community on the Columbia Valley Transit Advisory Commission.  This
individual would be responsible for representing the needs of the commu-
nity of Fairmont in advising the RDEK on recommendations that could
arise from the transit system.
Currently meetings are held at the Invermere Hospital during the after-
noons, usually every 2nd month or as they are needed.
If you are interested or would like more information, please contact Wendy
at 250-345-4550 at work or 250-345-6155 at home or email
info@columbiarafting.com.

We, in Fairmont, have the opportunity yet again to
decide our future with regards to outdoor
recreation in the form of Parks & Trails.
This time, unlike the last, as we  head to
the polls on September 19th, we find
ourselves better informed as to exactly
what we’re voting for. This time, per-
haps we won’t anticipate merely an
increased tax bill with our local landscape
reduced to a criss-cross of paved laneways
with little say in the matter.  No.
This time we know better.  We know this
vote actually allows us a voice in the development
of our valued public outdoor spaces.  It allows us a voice in
a  given project’s priority in our community.  And, we
know now, this vote- a vote in favour of a Service Area-
allows us all a voice  in the direction of this community and
the means by which we enjoy it.  It isn’t about a specific
trail or a particular facility, it’s about choice. And it’s about
how we choose to move forward.  Vote YES on September 19th!
The Editor

Summer’s Inspiration and a Local
Shutterbuggery Update
As we moved into August, I’m sure most of us were anticipating yet
another early fall, as reflected by the wretched weather, but ‘lo and
behold, August turned into wondrous, summer bliss with high
temps and clear, gorgous sunny skies.
Thank you to all of the entrants for The Fairmont Range Gazette’s
first annual photo contest, Home on the (Fairmont) Range, and what
inspiration was found in our area this summer.  There were some
very lovely entries, and while I enjoyed each and every one, this one
caught my eye in particular.  It speaks to the tranquility that we
enjoy here at this end of the valley, away from the crowds, the noise,
the over-all, valley summer hub-bub.
From Columere Park resident and photographer, Elaine Prefontaine,
whose “summer's inspiration is found canoeing on beautiful
Columbia Lake.  Being out on those waters with nature is good for
body, mind and soul --- and my spirits are lifted and I feel
rejuvenated as I paddle along those northern shores with my camera
and binoculars.”  Thank you so much Elaine, for capturing so
accurately summer life on Columbia Lake.
I’d also like to take this opportunity to thank the small group of

Autumn is a second springwhere every leaf is a flower.
~Albert Camus

A Bear Reminder
It’s been wonderfully warm but the nights will soon be cool and
the weather will take on a more autumn feel.  We won’t be the
only ones taking notice of this change in the seasons.  The bears
will, without a doubt, become increasingly active as they stock up
for impending winter.  Do what you can to be cautious and aware
to protect yourselves, your homes and the bears.
Around your home, check your yard and deck and eliminate any
attractants: garbage, food, birdseed, BBQ grease and empty
bottles.
In the backcountry, or out on the trails?  Please visit
www.pc.gc.ca/banff-bears for comprehensive information on
bear safety when enjoying our wonderful outdoors.
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Do you know a Safety Superhero?  An individual, organization, or group
of people you’d like to see honoured for their dedication to safety?
Please consider nominating a Safety Superhero for recognition at the Fifth
Annual Lleutenant Governor’s Awards for Public Safety.
Presented by the BC Safety Authority with the generous support of our
sponsors, the Lleutenant Governor’s Awards for Public Safety honours
leadership, achievemnet and innovation in the promotion fo safety in
British Columbia.  Awards are presented in three categories:  Individual,
Organization and Lifetime Achievement.
Please find more information as well the nomination package at
www.safetyauthority.ca.
Nominations will be accepted until September 18, 2009.
This year’s awards ceremony/luncheon will be held in Vancouver this
November.
This community has a few distinct contenders for such an award, consider
the Safety Superheros in this community, and ... we all know who they are!
Nominate one of them!

Down at Rockies at Riverside, at Fairmont’s  Riverside Golf Course, Thursday Night Jam is rumoured to have experienced a spiritual revival with a
new host.  Helluva guitar player too, also named John, too (sorry I missed the first night!) If you saw the new incarnation, contact me here at The
Gazette with a review.  I’ve missed the Thursday Jams!
The Hoodoos Grill & Lounge , of course, has talent dropping in constantly.  Check their board as you drive by. The Flats has its night every Saturday
at the Columbia Inn , with Big Jim’s Karaoke.  Good thoughts about Prosie Memorial Golf tournament and sad to see The White House Classic’s  final
days.  They gave so much to so many throughout the 27 years of caring . ‘Hurrah’ for all you volunteers throughout the years!
Special Announcement: Elvis will be in the house, Friday, the 18th, at the Senior Hall in Radium during the Show and Shine Best Car Show on the
weekend of  18th and 19th.
The Late Report:  We will be playing at one of my favorite events of the year... The Scarecrow Harvest Festival on the 12th in Windermere.  The word is,
the Wizard of Oz and friends will be there.  Any critics of the picture of Late in the paper, please feel free to critique me here. Pat was sorry he missed
the show.  Hey, you guys, have fun, drive carefully and enjoy the music!

Do You Know A Safety Superhero?

enthusiastic participants in the Beyond P workshop held near the end of last month.  We enjoyed great coffee, fantastic weather and great
company.  Thanks ladies and I hope to see you out and about, cameras in hand, next summer...  Calling all ladies with cameras:  If anyone
else is interested in participating, learning more about your DSLR, another morning Beyond P is in the works depending on interest.
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ished, the berm will be 20 metres wide and extend 150 metres
along the shore of Columbia Lake.
The plans will change the shoreline of that stretch of Columbia
Lake, but CP Rail assured attendees that thorough environmental
assessments have been employed and that they will do all they can
to assure that while there will be initial loss of lakeshore and shoal
habitat, the revegetation efforts with native species will ultimately
enhance and diversify terrestrial and aquatic habitat.
Despite opinions to the contrary by other disinterested engineers,
CP Rail has decided on their reasons for the problem as well as a
plan of action on trying to best handle it. While they made the
effort to inform, it has been reported that the rail company has
been previously woefully unreceptive to residents concerns about
the condition of the bank.  There likely won’t be a meeting of the
minds any time soon, particularly as the parties involved disagree
so divergently on the causes of the degradation. Regardless, CP
Rail proceeds.
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