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FBA News

The Friends for Deb have organized a benefit and silent auction for a
woman who has done so much for her community.  Debbie Neault has
been diagnosed with Inflammatory Breast Cancer and faces a long road
to recovery.
Tickets are $50, advance sales only, and are available at Details by
JoAnne, Home Hardware and the Skookum Inn. Eagle Ranch Golf
Course is hosting the event Friday, April 9th, starting at 6pm. In
addition to fantastic auction items and awesome prizes, the live
entertainment will feature local band, L8, to keep everyone dancing
throughout the evening.
Come out and enjoy yourself and support a great cause.  For more
information, please call Jane at 250-342-6293.

Thanks to the tireless efforts of a local couple, Fairmont Hot Springs Resort, and the
community in general, has found its legs in the increasingly popular- and profitable-
area of eco-tourism and eco-adventures.  Andi Dzilums and Jocelyn MacGregor,
transplants from Ontario, the Toronto and Ottawa areas respectively, have made a
tremendous impact on our community in just the two short years they’ve been a part
of it.
Beginning the spring they arrived in 2008, as they worked to get Fairmont Hot Springs
Resort new BC Rockies Adventures up and running, they threw themselves into
getting to know their new community.  It took no time before they were involved in the
planning and implementation of the new and improved Canada Day festivities,
specifically the First Annual Fantastic 3 Triathlon.  Since that introduction they’ve gone
on to become integral players in several community events not the least of which was
last year’s Canada Day/Triathlon event and the 2010 Olympic Torch Relay/Fire & Ice
Festival.
The pair met working as guides at remote and scenic Strathcona Park Lodge on
Vancouver Island before moving on to guide for competing ice tour companies in

Expertise in the Outdoors Gives Fairmont
an Eco-Friendly Edge

PPPPPool Closurool Closurool Closurool Closurool Closur e!e!e!e!e!

Electronics Round-UpElectronics Round-UpElectronics Round-UpElectronics Round-UpElectronics Round-Up

Invermere on Saturday, May 9thInvermere on Saturday, May 9thInvermere on Saturday, May 9thInvermere on Saturday, May 9thInvermere on Saturday, May 9th

Don’t take your computer to the dump!  Bring in your electronics:
computers (screens, keyboards, CPU’s), televisions and more.

May 3 - May 5, 2010

The Fairmont and District Lions meetings resume in earnest this month, as
most have returned from winter getaways. .  The  regular schedule of meeting
on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month at 7pm at the Lodge at Fairmont
Resort still stands.
This is a big year for our club as it is the 10th anniversary since our charter.
Look forward to the Coy’s Fun Day of Golf on June 19th and the annual July 1st
Celebration and Garage Sale. Further celebrations involving the community
are still in the planning stages. More on that later.
All those interested in contributing to your community, please consider joining
us as spring returns and we launch into a busy and rewarding summer!

This year the annual ‘Answer Book’, produced by the Valley Echo, will profile each community a little differently.  Rather than a
lengthy narrative they will condense the format to simply provide a Top 10 of things to do in our respective communities from Spilli to
Canal Flats.  The question was posed to the Fairmont Business Association, and the answers went on and on... and on!  Here are some
of the activities that made the list:  the ski/swim/golf combo we all enjoy at this time of year, water sports, fishing, bird-watching,
hiking, swimming in the hot springs, hoodoo and Spirit Trail hikes, heritage baths, the Annual (yes, I said annual!) Fire & Ice Festival,
and, of course, Christmas Eve.  If you can think of anything you particularly love to do here, contact The Fairmont Range Gazette.

Fairmont Top Ten!

April  hath put a spirit of youth in everything.  ~William Shakespeare

Andi Dzilums and Jocelyn MacGregor of BC Rockies Adventures

Fairmont Business AssociationFairmont Business AssociationFairmont Business AssociationFairmont Business AssociationFairmont Business Association
Annual General MeetingAnnual General MeetingAnnual General MeetingAnnual General MeetingAnnual General Meeting

Sunday, May 2, 2010
Coy’s Par 3

Spring  is nature's way of saying, "Let's party!"  ~Robin Williams

2:00 Meeting
3:00 Golf and Dinner to follow

For more information:  Lloyd Wilder at lewilder@shaw.ca

Events

A new batch of Map Pads is available for businesses to distribute to
clientele and visitors.  Some Fairmont Limited Edition Keepsake
Ornaments still remain, so please get yours- they make great gifts- for
visitors and residents alike!   We’re gearing up for the AGM (see advert
above.)  President Lloyd Wilder will be presenting the Business
Excellence Award- South Area, sponsored by the FBA, at the 12th Annual
Columbia Valley Business Excellence Awards this month.
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 13th at the HooDoo
Grill.  If you would like any other information on this meeting,
membership or the activities of the FBA, please contact President, Lloyd
Wilder, at lewilder@shaw.ca.

Jasper. Andi and Jocelyn weren’t even considering a move when they were offered a visit
to Fairmont to check out the proposed eco-adventures program. It  took only one day
exploring our outdoors for the pair to reply to the job offer with a resounding “yes!”
From that day they’ve been busy making the nature-based program a success,
encouraging not only visitors but the general public to take part in the programs,
maintaining a firm focus on experiential learning for children and adults.  Andi and
Jocelyn have worked hard to establish partnerships with various chambers and
associations, like-minded societies and local tour companies to ensure the utmost in
outdoor experience and participant satisfaction.
Of particular excitement to the couple is a restoration project proposed in conjunction
with Columbia Wetlands Stewardship Partnership to enhance the natural habitat along
the river at Riverside Golf Course to better serve our local birdlife.
Both Andi and Jocelyn are active members of FARTS, Fairmont Area Recreation and
Trails Society, with Andi accepting the position of President early in 2010.  FARTS is an
initiative that runs true to the couple’s agenda: getting people outdoors, safely enjoying
and getting excited about nature.  They are also strong proponents of safe, family-
friendly community connectivity and hope to make strides in that direction over the
coming months and years.
Despite the challenges, working side-by-side on various initiatives and making BC
Rockies Adventures a successful program, the two plan to marry in the next couple of
years, after taking on an even greater challenge: building a home.
If you would like more information on BC Rockies Adventures, FARTS or just getting out
and about in our area, Andi and Jocelyn encourage you to call or visit them at their office
in the Lodge at FHSR, 250-345-6049, or email bcrockies@fhsr.com.

FREE guided local hike each month thru the spring.
First Hike:  April 11th, 6:30pm
Meet in the lobby in the Lodge, FHSR

In t erp r eti ve Local Hikes Seri es
You Are In vited to Get to Know Local T rails!

FARTS & BC R ockies Adv entures
present

For more information: 250-345-6049 or bcrockies@fhsr.com
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abilities.
*Achieve valuable certifications.

Meetings:  Fairmont Fire Hall
Thursdays, 7pm
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Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive
and effective advertising!  Email info@frgazette.com for rates.
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Classifieds

Music & Entertainment Round-Up
George J. Blisner
Welcome folks, to music and entertainment for the month of April.
An astonishing and appetizing assortment of spring events in our greening valley.
March’s magical,  mystical tour was quiet compared to that of February with all of the
Olympic excitment.  There was, however, a very successful fund raiser at the Black
Forest Restaurant for local, Debbie Neault, which raised $3000 to help in her fight
against cancer. Glacier Harmonies, a new local Bavarian group and L8 supplied the
music to loosen the pockets.  The turn-out friends was heartwarming and showed
again the degree of compassion that exists in our fair valley.
To continue to help Deb with her fight, L8 will be performing at a benefit on the 9th of
April at Eagle Ranch, so be sure to come out and give your support !
April's astonishing appetizers start at the Ray Ray’s Beach Pub on Friday the 16th,
with a Summer’s Here Party sponsored by Pilsner.  Along with games and cool prizes
supplied by Pilsner, The JPS Trio will be rocking the folks with their  music.
Angus Mctoogle’s Pub and Restaurant,  as always, features talented local musicians
Thursdays through Saturdays.  Look out for Bud's billboards for up and coming
events and the Copper City Saloon  D J, Dave, rocks the roof off every Friday and
Saturday for all the dancers.
On Saturday, April 10th, the The Whitehouse Pub  in Windermere is putting on a 4
on 4 Broomball Tournament with prizes and DJ music. Get your team in as SOON AS
POSSIBLE as it should be a total hoot.  Also at The Whitehouse , Crazy Curtis and his

Editorial Indulgence
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Golf season has hit like the tidal wave of women claiming to have sex-ted Tiger
Woods.March hadn’t even ended and I’d already lost the other primary care-giver of
my children to the lure of the links.  It’s the first of April and I’m already a golf
widow.
Honestly- and I know I live in an area that’s probably second only to Florida for most
golf hectarage per capita- I don’t understand the draw. Someone explain it, please...
in more than mono-syllables with the door slamming you the ass rushing out to catch
up with your gaggle of like-minded golfclub huggers.
Is it the camraderie?  The outdoors?  The challenge?  The beer?
Don’t get me wrong.  I’ve been known to date a set of clubs myself.  In fact, I agreed
to golf last Mother’s Day.  Hell-llooo... MOTHER’S DAY!  But, it was the perfect
opportunity to hang with my family outdoors. Oh, and there was dinner involved.
But, really!  It’s a stick and a ball, people and I am facing the next six months raising
my family alone.  Like Elin, I’m just looking for answers... perhaps I’ll have to
check his cell phone!The Editor

An American Perspective
Dan M. Yankee

If you are looking for a unique and
lasting keepsake from your time in our
fair community than look no further than
the Fairmont Hot Springs Limited Edition
Keepsake Ornament.
It’s a wonderful gift for anyone who has
visited our area and even better for those
of us who live here and would enjoy such
a unique representation of this fantastic
place we call home or love to visit!
With few of the 500 left in circulation, this
Limited Edition Ornament is only $10.00,
a great value with all proceeds raised
going to the Fairmont Business Associa-
tion to benefit local community initia-
tives. This is truly a collector’s item, so  be
sure to check local Fairmont retailers for
supply.  Get your Fairmont Keepsake
now!

Take Home A Unique Piece of Local History!

Politics American Style
Healthcare reform in the United States elevated the entertainment value of American
politics to new highs or lows depending on your point of view.  The sweeping
generalizations, the vitriolic name calling, the throw the baby out with the bath water
mentality, makes Jersey Shore (it's a trashy US reality show) look erudite.
The only problem with US health care reform is when it is compared to the situation here
in Canada.  It's just not fair, how can Canada possibly compete?   I don't see how it's even
possible.
I'm not talking about actual health care, heck, even the Healthcare Reform Bill did not talk
about healthcare (it was about health insurance).  I'm referring to politics and it's
entertainment value, making politics interesting or at the very least evoking emotion.
And healthcare reform obviously inspired a lot of emotion not to mention unintelligible
idiocy.  Nothing like protest signs to truly highlight the lowest common denominator:
"Don't Steal From Medicare To Pay For Socialized Medicine"or "Healthcare Reform = Drug
Testing" or "No To Socialism".  Very scary indeed.
On the other hand, with no intention to offend, following Canadian politics is like
watching paint dry.  I personally do not know any Canadians here in the Valley that
actively follow the politics in Ottawa.  While conversations revolve around hockey, local
politics, and weather, I can't recall any involving Harper or Ignatieff.  Does anyone recall
the G8 gaff where Harper slammed Ignatieff only to apologize afterward?  Guess not.
And I can understand that.  Until there is a divisive issue that features name-calling or sex
scandal (assuming there is scandalous sex north of the 49th?), Canadian politics will
remain boring.  But I take comfort in that.   Without radical extreme positions or Edwards-
esque sexcapades, Canadian politics will not garner much interest or sell many
newspapers.  But Canadians can take a great amount of comfort in the fact that, while
boring, it’s not as scary as politics South of the border.

And not a girl goes walking, Along the Cotswold lanes;
But knows men's eyes in April, Are quicker than their
brains.  ~John Drinkwater

FOR SALE:  1993 Nissan Pathfinder.  Price reduced to
$3,900.  Overall condition very good - 160,000km.
Call 250.345.2177

FOR ALL OF YOUR BLIND CLEANING AND
REPAIR NEEDS.

 PLEASE CALL DIRTY BLINDS!
 250-345-2164

Midnight Madness Karaoke Machine gets the old place quaking and quivering every Thursday night.
Here in Fairmont, The Farside Pub and Eatery hosts the world reknowned Karaoke Queen, Weird Gal and her entourage of
crooners every Tuesday.
Word from Rory at the Hoodoos Bar and Grill  is that they are looking for a host for their Wednesday Open Jam.  Plus, he’s
announced the Big News for the valley:  The Rolling Stones have agreed to headline this year’s Hoodstock with Nickelback as
backup!  Ha!  April Fools!!
L8 Report:  Franz, Pat and Dwayne's show at the Olympics was a great success!  Rumour has it we will be up at Panorama playing
at Lusti's on Saturday the 10th.  Finally we would like to send all our best wishes to Franz and family for their loss. Brother Tony
was a part of the valley and touched people with his smile, his music and his spirit.
Drive safe, enjoy and good music to all. PS  I really like this and a lot of my friends probably could not read this last article:  “It's
spring fever.... You don't quite know what it is you DO want, but it just fairly makes your heart ache, you want it so! "  ~ Mark
Twain.  Here, here!

A Bear-y Friendly Reminder

Happy 8th Birthday, Gusti-Roo!
April 8th

14th Anniversary
May 3rd to 9th, 2010

www.wingsovertherockies.org

Featuring Faisel Moola
Director of Science for the David
Susuki Foundation

Biodiversity: The Web of  Life

Another season is upon us.   As our
neighbours the bears emerge from their
winter slumber, best we take a proactive
approach than be caught unawares... or in
our underwears, as my kids used to say.
At this time of year, fresh from hiberna-
tion, the bears are hungry and following
their noses.  Don’t let your home be what
they’re smelling!
Caution and awareness are your best
defense and there are any number of
preventative measures we can take to
ensure our safety as well as that of the
bears.
Around your home, check your yard and deck and eliminate any attractants:
garbage, food, birdseed, BBQ grease and empty bottles.  Berries and fruit
will be appealing as the season progresses, so please maintain your shrubs
and trees.
In the backcountry, or out on the trails? Please visit www.pc.gc.ca/banff-
bears for comprehensive information on bear safety.


