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Fairmont & District Lions
Nelda Harker

Impossible to go without notice, and much to everyone’s relief, local prop-
erty assessments are down, reflecting more accurately for the first time in
several years, the value of properties in greater Area F, but more specifically
those in Fairmont.
This and more was covered at the recent Electoral Area F Town Hall Meet-
ing held at The Resort to a remarkable turn-out on a mild evening late last
month.  The meeting was opened by Electoral Area F Director, Wendy Booth of Dutch Creek the Director’s Report which included a
summary of local issues such as the status of Lot 48 newly reinstated back to the Wilder family; the crane, prominently featured in the
centre of Fairmont proper, that continues to stand unused; as well as updates regarding the Environmental Conservation Fund and
the deadlines for initiatives proposals with Columbia Basin Trust; and Columbia Valley Transit.
The 5-Year Financial Plan was presented by Chief Financial Officer, Shawn Tomlin where he charmed the audience with expenditure
and revenue summaries, budget breakdown and an explanation of the tax notice we’ll be anticipating in the next several months.
Given the times, a point of note made by the CFO was that regarding the Property Tax Deferment Program.  Instituted provincially, this
program allows those conforming to certain economic criteria to defer their property taxes at a low rate of simple interest allowing
them to remain in their homes despite financial hardship.  According to Mr. Tomlin, a mere 1% of the population of BC is taking
advantage of the program.
It was also highlighted that the RDEK Invasive Plant Control Program is still open for business!  The services associated with the
Program are available to individuals as well as community groups looking to identify questionable plants and weeds.  Comprehensive
education and program planning is available and encouraged to be sure our area is not infected by harmful plants.
For those with questions regarding the status of governance, CAO Lee-
Anne Crane made it clear that due to the costs involved there will be NO
incorporation study for Fairmont, but other options, such as a larger, ag-
gregated opportunity, are still to be considered.
All in all, an informative meeting with the speakers attention to time much
appreciated!

FBA News
The Fairmont Business Association enjoyed a great January as plans
came together very successfully for the Torch Relay weekend.  The
turnout for events was even better than anticipated and fun was had by
all as they enjoyed everything from hotdogs and burgers to the Fire &
Ice Ball at the HooDoo Grill.  Special thanks go out to everyone who
helped bring  it all together.
A new batch of Map Pads will soon be available for businesses to
distribute to clientele and visitors.  Some Fairmont Limited Edition
Keepsake Ornaments still remain, so please get yours- they make great
gifts- for visitors and residents alike!
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 9th at the HooDoo
Grill.  If you would like any other information on this meeting,
membership or the activities of the FBA, please contact President, Lloyd
Wilder, at lewilder@shaw.ca.

Droves came out as history was made Valley-wide.  Fairmont, in particular,
a mere dot on the map of the torch’s journey, set itself apart as one of the
more festive locations not deemed an official stop.
Without surprise, Invermere made it a huge show by Valley standards as
music and entertainment lit up a rather dreary morning and Hermann
Mauthner carried joyfully the torch to the stage where he and the flame
were welcomed by the likes of Mayor Jerry Taft and Premier Gordon
Campbell.
Down this end, despite the lack of stage and big screen, we turned out in
numbers rarely seen in this neck
of the woods to catch a glimpse of
the hallowed torch, its bearer and
the besnowsuited RBC Dancers.
With activities that included free
hotdogs and burgers, a raucous, if
not gag-inducing, hotdog eating
contest (all compliments of
Mountainside Market), the kids
relay up to the Ski Hill and sub-
sequent weekend of festivities
and Fire & Ice Gala at the
HooDoo Grill it was truly a week-
end for the Fairmont record books.
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Put your own skills and abilities to unique use.  Achieve valuable certifications.
Provide a valuable service to your community!
Meetings:  Fairmont Fire Hall, Thursdays, 7pm

Our Community Celebrates the Torch

Events
Cooking in the Mountains with Canadian Culinary Expert, Gail Hall

Get Your Copy Today! Visit Blurb.com/bookstore
and search Columbia Headwaters .

HEADWATERS

On January 23rd, Canadian culinary expert, Gail Hall thrilled guests
with one-of-a-kind recipes as they sampled wine from Cedar Creek
Winery.
Cooking in the Mountains, hosted by The Residences at Fairmont Ridge,
sold out, with a waiting list! Guests had the privileged of learning about
locally grown foods and how to prepare them as fun and easy
entertaining dishes! Gaill Hall prepared 7 different courses throughout
the night, engaging guests to help out in the kitchen, ask questions and
simply enjoy good food, good wine and good company in the comfort
of The Residences gourmet kitchen.

FARTS
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Lot 48, A Crane, Recycling, Property Taxes... The Area F Town Hall Meeting

Electronics Round-UpElectronics Round-UpElectronics Round-UpElectronics Round-UpElectronics Round-Up

Invermere on Saturday, May 9thInvermere on Saturday, May 9thInvermere on Saturday, May 9thInvermere on Saturday, May 9thInvermere on Saturday, May 9th

Don’t take them to the dump!
Bring in your electronics: computers (screens, keyboards,

CPU’s), televisions and more.

Area F Volunteer of the Year!Area F Volunteer of the Year!Area F Volunteer of the Year!Area F Volunteer of the Year!Area F Volunteer of the Year!
If you know someone who gives of their personal time for

the benefit of our community, nominate them for the
Electoral Area Volunteer Appreciation Awards.

Deadline for nominations is February 26th.
Visit RDEK.bc.ca for more information and nomination form.

Nolan Watt of Fairmont chows down!The flame exchange in Fairmont.

Fairmont Area Recreation and Trails Soc-
iety came together for the Annual General
Meeting and their first meeting of the New
Year on January 26th.
Existing and new trails have recently been
GPS’ed and one of the first items on the
new agenda, as determined by the new board,
will be a comprehensive map of our area walking paths and trails
to be released, and widely available throughout Fairmont, in the
coming months.

The Fairmont and District Lions are still on winter hiatus.  Some Snowbirds
will begin to return and regular meetings will commence March 8th upon
which the  regular schedule of meeting on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each
month at 7pm at the Lodge at Fairmont Resort will resume.
This is a big year for our club as it is the 10th anniversary since our charter. We
will continue with the Coy’s Fun Day of Golf on June 19th and are looking
forward to the annual July 1st Celebration and Garage Sale. Further celebra-
tions involving the community are still in the planning stages. More on that
later.
Hopefully the winter will lose it's hold soon.  All those interested in contribut-
ing to your community, please consider joining us as spring returns!
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Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive
and effective advertising!  Email info@frgazette.com for rates.
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Classifieds

Music & Entertainment Round-Up
George J. Blisner
Welcome folks, to music and  entertainment for the month of the Winter Olympics in
our fair province.  A fundamentally factual, funky look at the frisky fun of February’s
functions. January’s joyous jubilee justified my belief that our Valley creates some
awesome spirit and creativity in all forms of arts and entertainment. The highlights
were Aubrey's  sexy sax at Funkafeelya at RayRay’s, Late's hit show at the New Year’s
Eve bash at Parson’s Timber Inn and, of course, Torch Day on the 22nd.  I so wish I
could have been at every venue the torch came through that day.  I did have the
pleasure of spending the entire day (7 cold but delightful hours ) on the beach in
Windermere sharing such a spiritual and fun day with many:  volunteers, musicians,
entertainers and the crowd.  The Torch carriers ferosh outfits(uh-oh), the Native
Dancers, a Hoola Hoop Exhibition, Fire Dancing Lady, Young Lady Singer and song
writer, child entertainer, The Half Sacks and of course, my favourite band, Late, kept the
festivities rockin’.  I wish I could have been at every venue throughout the valley to
see and share the Canadian spirit and joy.  Hurrah for all the smiles I saw!
As for February’s fun funky frivolous functions they are all  focused on the Olympics.
Ray Ray’s Beach Bar, Bud’s Bar and Lounge  and Copper City Saloon  are all full
screening the two weeks of events.  Angus Mctoogle’s Pub & Restaurant  has it’s
usual Thursdays through Saturdays local musicians entertaining. The Whitehouse
Pub has their Thursday night karaoke with Curt and his Midnight Madness and The
Farside Pub and Eatery focuses on Weird Gal’s creative karaoke sounds every
Tuesday.  Big Jim's karaoke machine rocks The Flats every Saturday at the Columbia
Inn.
The “Late Report":  I am proud to share that three members of the band: Franz
Grasegger, Dwane Diakiw and Pat Hess, will be playing music at the Olympics in
Vancouver.
Hey!  My best wishes to all our Canadian Olympians!  Lets cheer and share some of
the fruits of their hard work.  Drive safe, enjoy and good music to all!

Editorial Indulgence

Get up-to-the-minute localGet up-to-the-minute localGet up-to-the-minute localGet up-to-the-minute localGet up-to-the-minute local
events and information atevents and information atevents and information atevents and information atevents and information at
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I remember quite vividly where I was when I heard the announcement that
Vancouver had won the bid for the 2010 Winter Games. Way back when, and a
whole child ago, in the summer of 2003, there I was, tucked in a little cottage on the
banks of the murky Guadalupe River, enduring- ahem! ENJOYING- a family
reunion in the Texas hill country.  A more idyllic spot to rub it in the faces the
American inlaws there never was... with characteristic Canadian humility and self-
deprecation, of course. Truly though, I was downright giddy with pride!
Fast forward to winter 2010 on the near-eve of the Games and amid global financial
collapse, provincial government spending cuts, province-wide school closures, an
impending HST, and God-only-knows-what-else, that pride unfortunately, has
turned to bitterness and resentment.  And I’m bummed about it.
I love the Olympics.  Particulary the Winter Games, where sports such as hockey,
curling and ice dancing always leave me with a sense of peace that in fact, yes, our
peaceable little nation can be a contender on the world stage... even if that stage has
to be made of ice.
But this year, despite the festive community atmosphere generated through the
corporate machine that is the Torch Relay, my enthusiasm is still lack-lustre.
Historically, the Calgary Games of ‘88 excepted, The Olympic Games are a fiscal
trainwreck, a display not of the best in international sport, but rather, the best in
obscene, flagrant and conspicuous extravagance. At the expense of the hosting
populace.  British Columbians are seeing the bills come in.  I know I’ve said it before,
but Chicago didn’t lose the bid for 2016.  The city dodged a bullet.
My hope, particularly for a developing nation like Brazil as they embark upon this
lavish journey, is that they take a firm stock on priorities.  Remembering they are a
nation of people first...  host to the world, second.  Yeah, right.
The Editor

FOR RENT:  Partially furnished basement suite located in Fairmont.
$450/month plus damage deposit. Utilities included. Call 250-342-7601
or 250-345-6665.

An American Perspective
Dan M. Yankee

The Olympics are a wonderful metaphor for world cooperation, the kind of international competition that's
wholesome and healthy, an interplay between countries that represents the best in all of us.
~John Williams

If you are looking for a unique
and lasting keepsake from your
time in our fair community
than look no further than the
Fairmont Hot Springs Limited
Edition Keepsake Ornament.
It’s a wonderful gift for anyone
who has visited our area and
even better for those of us who
live here and would enjoy such
a unique representation of this
fantastic place we call home or
love to visit!
With few of the 500 left in
circulation, this Limited
Edition Ornament is only
$10.00, a great value with all
proceeds raised going to the
Fairmont Business Association
to benefit local community
initiatives.
This is truly a collector’s item,

Don’t Forget to Take Home Your Own
Unique Piece of Fairmont History!

so  be sure to check local Fairmont retailers for supply.  Get your
Fairmont Keepsake now!

American National Pride
What struck me most about the Olympic Torch Run celebrations this past month
was how wildly they were embraced by both the young and the old. It was
difficult to tell who was having a better time, the youth wildly cheering
oblivious to any future tax implications or those more mature who mirrored the
face of pride. There was a sea of smiles amidst all the red and white.
 I certainly felt right at home when the Coca-Cola truck passed by, but not so
much when the RBC truck rolled through. US citizens while not really
discriminating are particular when it comes to whom we sell our soul to. Banks
are not at the top of the list as we still have a bitter taste in our mouths from the
recent bailout. We don't sell sponsorships for the money only.
On that note where was the MacDonalds truck, I was hoping to get some fries
with my delicious burger. As a "TOP sponsor" and "Official Restaurant" of the
games I was disappointed they were not more visible and I missed getting a
"taste of the games" as described in the quote below from John Betts, President,
McDonald’s Restaurants of Canada Limited.
"Nothing unites this country in a more profound way than seeing our best and
brightest shine on the world stage. McDonald’s embodies many of the same
values as the Olympic Games with our dedication to excellence and passion for
bringing people together. The programs we have developed will help Canadian
athletes and children, as well as our restaurant employees and customers, get a
taste of the Games as only McDonald’s can offer."
I can't agree more, there is no better way to celebrate the Vancouver Olympic
games than sinking your teeth into a Big Mac.
While all this seems familiar in a comforting sort of way, I'm very heartened to
see this type of big olympic/corporate celebration done without the jingoism. In
reality, there is no reproach to this enthusiastic celebration only a heartfelt
national pride. My only regret is not being able to snag a pair of those
ubiquitous red mitts.

The word February is believed to have derived
from the name 'Februa' taken from the Roman
'Festival of Purification'.  The root 'februo'
meaning to 'I purify by sacrifice'.  As part of the
seasonal
calendar February is the time of the 'Ice Moon'
according to Pagan beliefs, and the period
described
as the 'Moon of the Dark Red Calf' by Black Elk.
February has also been known as 'Sprout-kale'
by the Anglo-Saxons in relation to the time the
kale and cabbage was edible.FOR SALE:  Darkroom Equipment- 3 enlargers and related equipment

& supplies. CHEAP, CHEAP, maybe even FREE!  Come on... digital is
for pussies... everything old is new again!  Call me. All offers
considered.  Call me.  345-4002
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Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch of a
friendly hand and for a talk beside the fire:  it is the time for home.
~Edith Sitwell
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