
Torch Relay Kicks Off Weekend of Festivities!

If you are interested in advertising or contributing stories in the Fairmont
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Fairmont & District Lions
Nelda Harker

With the New Year, the hype has been cranked into high gear.  Olympic fever has set in
on our province and the excitement builds as we anticipate being a part of it with the
flame making its way through our fair valley and our own front yard here in Fairmont.
In honour of the relay that will take the Olympic torch through our community on the
afternoon of January 22nd, festivities will abound launched as the torch passes through.
As we await the runners, the local Fairmont Village Mall and Mountainside Market will
provide the venue for viewing, while offering hotdogs and refreshments and general
party atmosphere as we watch the passing torch.
As the flame makes its way past, local kids will keep
the spirit of the Olympic flame alive, carrying our own
representation up to the ski hill to enjoy more celebra-
tory activities up at the ski hill.
The timing couldn’t be better as the next day, Satur-

FBA News
Plans are coming together for a weekend of festivities surrounding
the Vancouver 2010 Olympic Torch Relay, which is sure to include
activities following the torch run on Friday, January 22nd and a gala
event at The Hoodoo Grill on Saturday, January 23rd.
A new batch of Map Pads will soon be available for businesses to
distribute to clientele and visitors.  Some Fairmont Limited Edition
Keepsake Ornaments still remain, so please get yours- they make
great gifts- for visitors and residents alike!   It’s looking to be an
eventful winter, with several fun activities and events in the cooker,
so come out and be a part of it!
The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, January
14th up the FHSR Lodge.  Be sure to attend as S/Sgt Marko
Shehovac of our local RCMP detachment will be speaking, providing
information on local law enforcement while also gathering feedback
so as to better determine what priorities the police should be looking
at for 2010-2011. If you would like any other information on this
meeting, membership or the activities of the FBA, please contact
President, Lloyd Wilder, at lewilder@shaw.ca .

These recent holidays saw the launch of new skihill technology up on our local
slopes.
Renowned for being family friendly, the new Magic Carpet solidifies this repu-
tation as Fairmont Hot Springs Resort proudly offers this new lift, installed on the
slope directly in front of the ski chalet, making things that much easier for begin-
ners, young and old.
The new addition is particularly welcome for the parents of small children who,
up until this season, strained backs, thighs and any number of other body parts
getting their children up the beginner slopes on the platter lift.  The Resort is
expecting the Magic Carpet to bear some of the traffic burden that typifies the
platter, allowing more advanced skiers faster access to the runs the older lift
serves.
The Magic Carpet, the trade name of the apparatus, is essentially a conveyor
extending 300 feet up a shallow incline conveniently located within easy
viewing of chalet, allows skiers to simply stand on the wide rubber belt and
be quickly and easily transported to the top of the newly created beginner
run.
The platter lift is notoriously difficult for beginning snowboarders, often re-
sulting in tremendous frustration and embarassment after numerous
unsuccessful attempts to get on and stay on. The Magic Carpet alleviates
this grief both for those attempting the lift as well as those waiting in line be-
hind them.

A reminder to all,  The Lions have boxes to collect eyeglases for forwarding
to those in need in developing countries. The boxes are at  Smoking Waters
Cafe,  Family Groceries in Canal Flats, and The Gas Plus in Fairmont.
Looking forward to another rewarding year ahead and wishing all the best
to everyone for this coming New Year.
 Meetings are every second Tuesday of each month, the next being, Decem-
ber 8th at 7:30 pm at Fairmont Hot Springs Lodge.
All those interested in contributing to your community, please consider
joining us!
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Put your own skills and abilities to unique use.  Achieve valuable certifications.

Provide a valuable service to your community!
Meetings:  Fairmont Fire Hall, Thursdays, 7pm

Continued page 4...

Continued from front page...

New Year's Resolution: To tolerate fools more gladly, provided this does not
encourage them to take up more of my time.  ~ James Agate

No Alladin Required!  The Magic Carpet!

To accompany the copious amounts of gourmet food and
drink, there will be music in the form of live jazz and
former Olympian Doug Anakin will offer his unique
perspective on the games and his experience on the
Canadian Bobsled team in the 1964 Winter Games along
with other insights into the world of competetive winter
sport. The silent auction will follow.
Tickets are limited and will surely go fast.  They are
available for $95/person at the Hoodoo Grill.  Information
packets are available, which include event and menu
information as well as a table layout to specify your
seating preference.  Ticket sales and seat availability are on
a strictly first come, first serve basis.  To pick up your Fire
and Ice information packet or to purchase tickets, please
contact the HooDoo Grill at 250-345-2166.
Keep your eyes open for activities to extend into Sunday
with word of a pancake breakfast (details unavailable at
press time).

Events

On January 23rd a handful of people will have a rare opportunity to
spend an intimate evening with one of Canada’s most recognized food
activists and consultants, Gail Hall.  “Cooking in the Mountains,” an
intimate  and interactive culinary experience,  will be held at The
Residences at Fairmont Ridge. The event, hosted by Marble Canyon
Developments, is offering foodies and Fairmont explorers alike the
chance to indulge in masterpieces from the best of the best in Canadian
culinary and vacation real estate.
From 6:30pm to 9:30pm, Canada’s culinary expert, Gail Hall will be
creating one-of-a-kind recipes for guests to enjoy. Attendees will have
the opportunity to socialize, cook along-side Gail or watch her at work
and sample wine from Cedar Creek Winery.
Gail Hall is renowned for her guest appearances on national radio and
television programs,  her regular hands-on cooking classes in her loft
cooking school and culinary tours that take guests around the world to
experience the diverse culture and history of food.
“Food is such a big part of the vacation experience, as it brings friends
and family together.” notes Jason Hardy, Director of Sales and
Marketing for Marble Canyon Developments. “Cooking in the
Mountains” is a program designed to bring people together in one of
the most accessible and enchanting vacation areas in the Rockies.”
Tickets are $67/person which include all food and wine for the evening
Accommodations and tickets for the weekend can be booked through
Fairmont Creek Property Rentals at 1.877.646.5890 or
info@fairmontcreek.ca. Tickets are first-come-first-serve. For more
information visit:  www.fairmontridge.ca www.seasonedsolutions.ca.

Cooking in the Mountains with Canadian Culinary Expert, Gail Hall

day, the ski hill hosts the Annual Helen Bavin Invitational, where young Nancy Green racers from
throughout the valley will converge in addition to the other family activities, such as fun races and
ice carving continue our local Olympics celebration.
Taking the festivities to a whole other level will be the Fire and Ice Ball formal gala and silent auction
at the Hoodoo Grill.  This remarkable event will be a first in our fair region offering an experience
unlike any other.  The evening of Saturday, January 23rd the Hoodoo Grill will pull out all the stops,
providing an Ice Bar (yes, bar carved from ice!), Ice Luges, and ice globe table centerpieces to the first
nine businesses interested in seeing their logo carved in ice.  The evening will also see a nine course-
yes, I said NINE!- meal with such unique gourmet delicacies as fresh mala-
pec oysters, shaved smoked duck, a beer and cheddar soup thatsounds
positively sinful and so many other delicious treats.

Get Your Copy Today!
Visit Blurb.com/bookstore
and search Columbia Headwaters .

Columbia Headwaters
In Photographs
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Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive
and effective advertising!  Email info@frgazette.com for rates.
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Classifieds

Music & Entertainment Round-Up
George J. Blisner
Welcome folks to the New Year and 2010!  January's joyous jubilees of jiving jams is joined
this year by the jubilant Olympic Torch Parade parties coming up on the 22nd down our
end of the valley .
December’s deliciously delightful dishes were donated by local musicians highlighted by
the Christmas Party at Coumbia House Long Term Care Center where the likes of Bill
Cropper, Curt Reichel, Mike Smith, Bruce Childs, and Late, with Pat  Hess, Franz
Grassenger, Dwane Diakiw as well as Yours Truly.  These talented musicians played
Christmas tunes to a full house of smiling families, the music warming the cold sadness of
the reality of life. Then on the 20th, the Lakeside Pub  hosted the 9th Annual Musicians
Food Bank Benefit Concert, a night where 30 local musicians gave their time and music to
raise $3000 in addition to many boxes of food for such a worthy cause.  My congratulations
and thanks  go out to all the talented musical volunteers... and I must say, Late did rock the
house!
As for the joyous jubilees of January, New Years Eve at Ray Ray’s Beach Bar will be just a-
rockin’ to Aubrey's sexy sax as she and her band Funkafella bring in this New Year.  At
Bud’s  on New Year’s, Shelley is putting on one of her reknowned theme parties with a
Vegas theme.  Enjoy showgirls, an Elvis impersonator and gambling tables with DJ’s
suppling the tunes. Over at Angus Mctoogle’s Restaurant & Pub  there are live local
musicians playing Thursdays through Saturdays all month.  The Whitehouse Pub  is having
a New Years party with munchies and DJ Dawson.  They’re also offering karaoke every
Thursday with Crazy Curt and his Midnight Madness.
Here in Fairmont, the Farside Pub and Eatery theyare bringing in the New Year with

Editorial Indulgence
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So, the New Year is upon us.  For some of us it means losing weight- eating less,
moving more-  for others it means implementing other change- a new career, a new
hobby, starting a family, retiring, perhaps simply embracing a new sense of balance
in your life.  Regardless the resolution, a New Year offers us the hope of some shade
of new beginning. A fresh start.  An opportunity.
Even those of you who claim not to believe in the significance of a New Year,
somewhere inside you know there’s a tinge of hope of something different, something
on the New Year’s horizon that’s just possibly a little bit better.
As you sit among friends, kiss strangers at one party or another, crawl into bed
shortly after the dropping of the ball, I challenge you to convince me that you don’t
experience a new sense of possibility... no matter how small.
For myself, while I’ll enjoy knocking around my neighbourhood with friends and
retiring to the sharp wit of Kathy Griffin challenging the editing team of CNN
(apparently coined ‘the gayest countdown’), I’ll happily bid farewell to a banner year
personally and professionally while quietly, excitedly, anticipating the vast
possibilities of a fresh New Year, one I expect to be of new challenges, victories and
opportunities.  Similarly, for my community, I look forward to what is to come,
optimistic in the possibilities and forward direction.  While, like most, I am in no rush
to see a whole lot of change happen too quickly, I do anticipate seeing renewed
growth and fresh vision.  I wish you all the best as we embark on this New Year, this
New Decade.  I also wish all of you peace, prosperity and balance.
Happy New Year!  The Editor

FOR RENT:  Partially furnished basement suite located in Fairmont.
$450/month plus damage deposit. Utilities included. Call 250-342-7601
or 250-345-6665.

An American Perspective
Dan M. Yankee

We will open the book. Its pages are blank. We are going to put words on
them ourselves. The book is called Opportunity and its first chapter is
New Year's Day.  ~Edith Lovejoy Pierce

If you are looking for a unique
and lasting keepsake from your
time in our fair community
than look no further than the
Fairmont Hot Springs Limited
Edition Keepsake Ornament.
It’s a wonderful gift for anyone
who has visited our area and
even better for those of us who
live here and would enjoy such
a unique representation of this
fantastic place we call home or
love to visit!
With few of the 500 left in
circulation, this Limited
Edition Ornament is only
$10.00, a great value with all
proceeds raised going to the
Fairmont Business Association
to benefit local community
initiatives.
This is truly a collector’s item,

Don’t Forget to Take Home Your Own
Unique Piece of Fairmont History!

so  be sure to check local Fairmont retailers for supply.  Get your
Fairmont Keepsake now!

champagne and munchies at midnight.  Every Tuesday, of course, the world renowned Weird Gal plays her karaoke tunes with vim and
vigor. Saturday nights at the Columbia Inn,  in Canal Flats, Big Jim and his karaoke machine get out all the crooners from all around the
valley.  As for the Olympic Torch Parade Festivities, January 22nd is the day it comes our way.  From Radium to Canal Flats there are
many activities and parties planned.  The Hoodoos Grill & Lounge  is planning a Gala Dinner with all the FBA members and dignitaries
attending with a jazz band to play the sophisticated affair.  As for Late updates, we are playing at the torch festivities in Windermere.
There will be games, contests and good music.  Late also plays New Year’s Eve at the Timbers Inn  in Parson, so if you want to bring in the
New Year in a quaint, warm atmosphere come and check us out.  It is also my pleasure to announce that one of our band members, the
songwriter to the Pope, Mr. Franz Grassenger, a talented and accomplished ac-
cordion player, has been asked to play at the Olympics for a group of German
delegates bidding on the 2018 Olympics.  Good luck Franz, and may the force
(Late) be with you.  I woud like to welcome fellow correspondent  Dan M.Yankee
to the fold and am impressed with how much he’s learned and felt about being a
Canadian. Hey, Happy New Year!  Drive real safe and good music to all!

A 10 minute New Year Resolution
As I head into the New Year, I’m continually reminded that it is time to make not just
one, but multiple, New Years resolutions, as if having more gives me a greater chance to
complete just one.  Instead of putting my resolutions in one basket, I'm encouraged to
spread them around to several, in the hopes that just one will be successful.
Every time I turn on the television I’m reminded to lose weight, eat better foods and join
that new gym around the corner.   Even Oprah wants me to change and live my best life.
For a long time, I’ve dutifully taken on new resolutions every year:  make more money,
exercise more, lose weight.   OK, so new is not entirely accurate, but I’ve taken on the
same resolutions newly every year.   This year, looking to 2010, I’m taking a different
tack.  Sure, I want the same old things.  But rather than making so many resolutions I’ll
condense them into one: how I tackle my New Years resolutions.
This year I’m going to take a distinctly un-American approach.  This year, it’s not going
to be about results.  That way I don’t have to worry about living up to any.  Now I can
just hear you say, “That's not a real resolution... that’s like giving up”.  Nope.  It’s not
giving up, it’s giving in.  Giving in to the process.  Letting the process be the result.  I
just have to focus on doing something daily and not worrying about whether I’m
successful at it.   Simply doing it is the success.  Set a daily goal of doing... and I’m
smiling.
Now, if I want to be successful at this it's going the doing will have to be easy.  The
easier the goal, the better chance I have at sticking with it. So this year I'm going to start
by exercising for just 10 minutes a day.  Ringing in my ears I can hear it now, "only 10
minutes a day, you might as well do nothing".  And that's the point. 10 minutes is
something I can do!  It will be very hard for me to say I don't have time or I'm too tired,
since there is really no excuse to not squeeze an easy 10 minutes out of a day.
What will this get me?  Consider this question:  how do you eat an elephant?  One. Bite.
At. A. Time.  Right now, this year, one bite at a time is what I know I can handle.  One
bite at a time I know I can succeed at.  Who knows, after this success I might even try to
eat better.
Whatever I try to accomplish this year, I’ll accomplish it with small steps.  It has be do-
able in 10 minutes.  No major time commitment.  Ten minutes a day could be all you
need to achieve anything  your heart desires.

A New Year's
resolution is
something that goes
in one year and
out the other.

FOR SALE:  Darkroom Equipment- 3 enlargers and related equipment
& supplies. CHEAP, CHEAP, maybe even FREE!  Call me.
All offers considered.  Call me.  345-4002


