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Fairmont & District Lions
Nelda Harker

FBA News
A new batch of Map Pads will soon be available for businesses to
distribute to clientele and visitors.  Some Fairmont Limited Edition
Keepsake Ornaments still remain, so please get yours- they make great
gifts- for visitors and residents alike!
The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, February 9th at the HooDoo
Grill.  If you would like any other information on this meeting,
membership or the activities of the FBA, please contact President, Lloyd
Wilder, at lewilder@shaw.ca.

Given The Olympics and an otherwise slow local news cycle I thought what better way to welcome spring and all this glorious
weather than to honour Mother Nature with a friendly reminder about our local recycling program and the intricacies within.
As you anticipate your spring cleaning keep in mind the various facets of our local recycling program, what it accepts and, even more
importantly, what it doesn’t, before you start tossing things in bins.
An important note that needs underscored is that any contaminant, such as a drinking glass in with your glass recyclables; paper
coated in wax, as with milk cartons, a  greasy pizza box in with the paper recycling; or a paper receipt in one of the plastic grocery
bags; will get that entire load rejected.
Fairmontonians make frequent use of our local Rural Transfer Station, but it’s important to understand it’s limitations.  While it is a
full recycling depot, equipped with all of the requisite yellow bins, as far as garbage it ac-cepts only that of the household variety.  No
mattresses.  No yard and garden waste.  No auto batteries.  For these and other items such as clean wood waste, propane tanks (under
100 lbs) and scrap metal and appliances (including those using Freon), it is to the Columbia Valley Landfill, located on Windermere
Loop Road, you should go.  People of Fairmont are also in the habit of leaving their reusable items (furniture, toys, etc.) alongside the
refuse bin.  In actuality our local Transfer Station is not the place to leave these items, and as indicated by the signage, it is
discouraged.  There is a Reuse Centre at the Columbia Valley Landfill far better suited, offering a protected location for household
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Put your own skills and abilities to unique use.  Achieve valuable certifications.
Provide a valuable service to your community!
Meetings:  Fairmont Fire Hall, Thursdays, 7pm

Spring Cleaning.  Repair.  Reuse. RECYCLE... Properly!

Events
World rallies around Fairmont Hot Springs campaign
On February 14th, 2010 the
grand prize winner of the of the
3 month-long “I Love Fairmont
Hot Springs.com” photo contest
was announced!
Neoli Cassenotte of Kamloops
won a grand prize of 60 golf
rounds, 60 ski passes and 60 Hot
Springs passes, all by sharing
her love at www.ilovefairmont
hotsprings.com. The grand prize
winner was determined based
on the number of votes their
photo collected over the course
of the contest. Neoli’s photo gar-
nered over 8500 number of votes!  Runners up included Cory Larson from Calgary
with 6053 votes and Amberley Pitman from Calgary with 4573 votes. The 3 month-
long community campaign attracted over 31,000 votes, and close to 50 contestants from
all over the world! Albertans to local Columbia Valley residents to people from as far
away as Brazil “showed their love” of Fairmont Hot Springs and the Columbia Valley.
The contest, created by The Residences at Fairmont Ridge offered people the chance to
“share their love” of the majestic resort area and WIN BIG at
www.Ilovefairmonthotsprings.com. The heart-felt website offered over $15,000 in
prizes from November, 2009 to February, 2010. Vacationers were encouraged to
upload their favourite photo of time spent in Fairmont Hot Springs, tell their friends
and family to vote for their photo and enter the chance to win.
“It was a lot of fun to see the passion and loyalty people have for Fairmont, even
within our community,” notes Marble Canyon Developments President, Tim
Tourond.” There is such a tremendous sense of pride within our area and we wanted
to tap into that and provide an arena where people could gather and celebrate this.
The most unique photo we received was one of a Brazilian girl in her bikini in front of
the Fairmont Hot Springs sign in the middle of winter! Some people went to great
lengths to show their love!”
Lloyd Wilder, President of the Fairmont Business Association notes, “ The campaign
has been very well appreciated not only by local valley residents and business
owners, but by the thousands of seasonal owner's and vacationers as well. The
campaign has sparked the minds of many to drive over to the warm side of the
Rockies, and check out what Fairmont Hot Springs really has to offer.”
Rory Sinclair, owner of Hoodoo Bar and Grill notes how the campaign has “really
unlocked the door to the generational mindset of this community. With the ability for
everyone from, the first time visitor, the veteran loyalist, the seasonal homeowner,
the business owner, and even the renowned "local", to be involved with this
campaign in some faction, it has really open our eyes to what actually happens here,
not to mention some of the photo entries are down right amazing!”
Visit www.ilovefairmonthotsprings.com for more information.

Pool Closure
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Don’t take your computer to the dump!
Bring in your electronics:

computers (screens, keyboards, CPU’s),
televisions and more.

May 3, 2010 - May 5, 2010  As part of an ongoing commitment to
maintain the public hot mineral pools in top condition, Fairmont Hot
Springs Resort will be conducting its annual pools maintenance
closure in May.
During this short period, Monday May 3, 2010 - Wednesday May 5,
2010, our public hot pools will be closed. The public hot pools reopen
on Thursday May 6, 2010 at 8am. The private hot pool reserved for
registered guests staying at the resort Lodge, will remain open as
usual throughout this time.

The Fairmont and District Lions are still on winter hiatus.  Some Snowbirds
will begin to return and regular meetings will commence March 8th upon
which the  regular schedule of meeting on the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each
month at 7pm at the Lodge at Fairmont Resort will resume.
This is a big year for our club as it is the 10th anniversary since our charter.
Look forward to the Coy’s Fun Day of Golf on June 19th and the annual July 1st
Celebration and Garage Sale. Further celebrations involving the community
are still in the planning stages. More on that later.
Hopefully the winter will lose it's hold soon.  All those interested in contribut-
ing to your community, please consider joining us as spring returns!

items looking for a new home.
Items accepted for drop off include: sporting goods, books, electronics, tools,
small furniture, etc.  However, these items MUST be in good working
condition.
Similarly, the Canal Flats Transfer Station, which is far bigger than that in
Fairmont, has marshalling areas for such reusable items in addition to
scrap metal and clean wood waste.
Remember that plastic recycling is a numbers game.The yellow bins accept
grocery bags (without paper receipts!) and household plastics numbered 1
thru 6.  No unmarked plastics, or plastic or celophane films and wraps, and
no styrofoam (even if it is marked with a #6).  Accepted plastics must be
rinsed.  Again, anything otherwise and you risk jeopardizing the entire
load!
The criteria for glass recycling is much the same, minus the number system.
It really comes down to, does it store food or serve it?  Glass food storage
containers, or food grade glass, such as jam, baby food, salsa, pickle, etc. jars
are accepted, provided they are rinsed with labels and lids off.  Whereas,
dishes or drinking glasses, windows or picture glass, Continued page 4

Continued from Front PageSpring Cleaning
lightbulbs, decorative pieces and windshields are not. Used oil is
NOT accepted at any of the Transfer Stations or landfills.  It is
only accepted at a designated oil depot.  In Invermere designated
locations are:  OK Tire, PetroCan Bulk Plant and Walker’s Repair
Centre.  Likewise, paint is not accepted at any other location than
the Invermere Fire Department.  The paint must be in cans,
sealed and labelled, and will be rejected if in jars or plastic
containers.  Paint cans containing dried and crusty paint can be
disposed of with other household garbage.  Any other hazardous
household waste must be taken to the Cranbrook Bottle Depot.
They accept household solvents,  pesticides, gasoline and other
flammable liquids. There are some restrictions, so it’s
recommended you call ahead.  The Cranbrook Bottle Depot is also
the place to go with all end-of-life electronics, though there will
be a drop-off location TBA in Invermere, Saturday May 9th.  For
more information, please visit www.rdek.bc.ca or
www.frgazette.com.

On a pleasant evening mid-February, the local firefighters of Windermere and Fairmont
departments finally got to enjoy the fruits of their labours from weeks before, prepping an
old abandoned Fairmont house scenically located on the banks of the Columbia River to be
burned to the ground.
These burns offer valuable training and education as they offer firefighters a unique oppor-

Local Firefighters Put Themselves to the Test

tunity to study fire behaviour and learn in a control-
led situation.  They don’t come up very often so
when the opportunity arises, the crew is more than
eager.  So, if you have a house you need torched head
to the pros... I keep the number on speed dial.
Thanks go out to Fairmont firefighter, Keith
Andestad, for capturing the event.

When a man becomes a fireman his greatest act of bravery has been accomplished.  What he does
after that is all in the line of work.  ~Edward F. Croker
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Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive
and effective advertising!  Email info@frgazette.com for rates.
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Classifieds

Music & Entertainment Round-Up
George J. Blisner
Welcome, folks, to music and entertainment for the month of March.  A musical
mystery tour through the magnificent muse that is our valley.  Febuary's frisky funk
was highlighted by Late’s (Franz, Pat and I) first Tuesday of every month visit to
Columbia House  to play for our friends.  We were not only rewarded with the usual
smiles, sparkling eyes and a stomping foot or two, but also a special thank you from
the organizer Marie Ann, resulting in moist eyes (I am getting too sensitive.  Uh oh.).
The rest of the month was, of course, "The Olympics" and all the entertainment that
comes with hosting such an international spectacle. Hurrah for all the atheletes who
put  their hearts and souls into the spirit of the Games (and the outfits too- ferosh!) as
well as all the artists that were offered the chance to showcase our Canadian talent.
Special thoughts and kudos to Joannie Rochette and her performance with the
devastating loss of her mother.  Proud to be a "nice Canadian".
The magnificent mystery tour of March begins at Ray Ray’s Beach Pub with a
Sunday DJ musical for the Panorama Skiers.  Angus McToogle's Pub and Restaurant
has local musicians playing Thursday through Saturday all month.  Copper City
Saloon has DJ Dave, Fridays and Saturdays every week and Bud’s Bar and Lounge
has shows throughout the month. The Whitehouse Pub  has Thursday night karaoke
with Curt and his Midnight Madness.  Here in Fairmont, The Farside Pub and Eatery
features world reknowned Weird Gal and her flaming karaoke machine every
Tuesday night.  The Hoodoo Grill is starting up an Open Jam every Wednesday to ac-
company their great wings.  That’s it for March folks.  Please keep an eye for coming
shows.  Hurray for canadian hockey (Dan M. Yankee was even cheering for us!)
Drive safe, enjoy and good music to all!

Editorial Indulgence
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Wow!  Well, colour me proud... permanently stained red and white... and exhausted!
Where I came into these games, cynical- bothered by cost overruns and backroom
deals between Campbell and the Feds, taking cash now in exchange for funding for
provincial infrastructure over the next few years- I emerge wondering what the heck
I’m going to do with myself without luge, curling and hockey to dictate my days.
According to Bruce Arthur of the National Post the morning after,
It was a Winter Olympics that could have taken place, in large part, in short
sleeves. It was a Games where some of us flagellated ourselves for trying
to be the best, and then we were, in a way.
And it was a moment where Canadians seemed to transform themselves.
The flags worn as capes, the maple leaf face paint, the red and white riot of
good feelings -- it felt, in this country, like something new.
Absolutely.  These games, despite the initial cynicism, whether over cost or
uncharacteristic jingoism in the controversial, “Own the Podium” campaign,
Canadians seem to have come through them feeling just a little bit more...
ummmmm... Canadian.  Strangely, overtly, overwhelmingly... Canadian.
Having spent enough time living in the United States, in suburban Washington,
DC no less, I’ve seen my share of the machine that is American patriotism.  From
birth, a solid diet of single-minded nationalism is spoon-fed to each citizen, creating a
unique sense of chauvinism, unmatched elsewhere in the world.  Conversely, we
Canadians have approached our sense of national pride with typical reserve, and
often apology while, despite our reported identity crisis, enjoying a sense of
superiority over our southern neighbours and their overt and unabashed self-pride.
Interestingly, these Games provided something of a shift in the way we express our
national pride.  For the first time, whether it’s a matter of being hosts or that we find
ourselves with so many possibilities to showcase excellence in Canadian sport, we
felt a new freedom in expressing our own feelings of national greatness.
The only turd in the punchbowl: the STUPID bit with the lovely and wonderful and
clearly duped, Catherine O’Hara, presenting highlights of Canadian athletes
pathetically capitulating, apologizing and deferring in text bubbles... as though, in
the face of our own excellence on the world stage, something we paid almost 120
million bucks to achieve, we all of a sudden felt like we needed to atone for it.
Apparently old habits really do die hard.  However, without polite apology, I bid our
great nation a healthy, abundant and overt, Congratulations, Canada! Truly Great!
The Editor

FOR RENT:  Partially furnished basement suite located in Fairmont.
$450/month plus damage deposit. Utilities included. Call 250-342-7601
or 250-345-6665.

An American Perspective
Dan M. Yankee

“It's spring fever.... You don't quite know what it is you DO want, but it just fairly makes your heart
ache, you want it so!   ~Mark Twain

If you are looking for a unique and
lasting keepsake from your time in our
fair community than look no further
than the Fairmont Hot Springs Lim-
ited Edition Keepsake Ornament.
It’s a wonderful gift for anyone who
has visited our area and even better
for those of us who live here and
would enjoy such a unique represen-
tation of this fantastic place we call
home or love to visit!
With few of the 500 left in circulation,
this Limited Edition Ornament is only
$10.00, a great value with all proceeds

Take Home A Unique Piece of Local History!

raised going to the Fairmont Business Association to benefit local
community initiatives. This is truly a collector’s item, so  be sure to
check local Fairmont retailers for supply.  Get your Fairmont Keepsake
now!

American National Pride
While sliding down a very large Canadian  mountain, my better half was in the ski lodge
literally surrounded by her people.   Surrounded is an understatement as just about
everyone enjoying a beautiful day on the slopes ... stopped ... and went inside to watch a
hockey game.   Ok not just any hockey game, a hockey game of defining proportions.  It
wasn't just enough to say Canada would "own the podium", it was reiterated several times
a day (via a Coke commercial?) that Canada would remind the world that it was "our
game they’re were playing".
This ran into a slight snag when in a pre-elimination game the US surprised a dominating
Canadian team with exceptional goal tending and a victory.   Which by the way was the
most watched hockey game in Canada ever.   NBC likened the match up to "Miracle on Ice
2", in a disturbing stretch trying to play up the significance of the game.  The game might
have needed theatrics South of the border but up North nothing was needed to highlight
the significance of this game.
After the loss, to my shock, all of my hockey playing Canadian friends became fervent
supporters of the US hockey team.  They wanted the US to win all of their hockey games ...
up until the final gold medal game, which they were confident would be played against
Canada.  This was particularly reiterated after the drumming Canada gave to the Russians,
the one remaining hockey power between themselves and gold.
Back at the ski lodge it appeared Canada might hold onto their 2-1 lead and win gold.  As
a unified breath was held and with just 24 seconds left the US tied the game, sending
despondent thoughts throughout the crowd, so close.  With single combined attention, I
don't think a fire would have been noticed, the overtime was played.  Until a rapturous
rousing relieving cheer literally shook the building.  As the US goalie bended on one
knee in stunned disbelief.  A wave of Oh Canada started in the back of the lodge and
continued until everyone was singing in unison.  This turned out to be not just a game but
a collective expression of Canadian pride.

Beauty is a form of genius - is higher, indeed, than
genius, as it needs no explanation. It is of the great
facts in the world like sunlight, or springtime, or the
reflection in dark water of that silver shell we call the
moon.  ~Oscar Wilde

FOR SALE:  1993 Nissan Pathfinder - $4,400. obo.  Overall condition
- very good, relatively new tires.
Call 250.345.2177.

SPIRIT BEAR CLOTHING SALE!
BAMBOO CLOTHING, JACKETS, HOODIES MEN'S AND LADIES,

CAPRIS, T-SHIRTS MEN'S AND LADIES, SOCKS. GO TO
www.spiritbearclothing.com  FOR PRICING AND DETAILS.

Take a drive around Fairmont these days and you’d swear it was the first of April rather than the first of March.  And, while some of
us are soaking up the last of a spring-like ski season there’s a number of others salivating over snowless greens and fairways antici-
pating an early start to golf season.
In casual discussions with  those in the know, from grounds employees to those of the supervisory pursuasion, nobody’s willing to
put themselves out there in predicting an early start-date.  It seems “by Easter” is the line everyone’s safely towing (save for one brave
optimistic soul whispering something about the second week of March).   Anyone who lives here knows that certainly we’ll be golfing
by Easter, the real question is, if this weather continues, will that whisper of a mid-March start date actually come to pass?  Perhaps,
though getting a straight answer out of anyone affiliated with the courses is a tough one after a winter such as this.   Right now,
gazing across grass greening in temps prematurely reaching the double digits as we speak, we’ve no choice but to accept their an-
swers and just go with the gleam in their eyes, ever hopeful in the possibility!

Great Weather!  No Snow!  Are Golfers Smelling an Early Season?


