
FBA News

Fresh Grown, Fresh Picked... Right Here, Right Now!

Greyhound in Fairmont
The Greyhound Bus Depot is located at the HooDoo Resort (345-
0205) in Fairmont.
Greyhound Number 1156 departs Calgary at 5:15, heading
Westbound, with stops in Canmore and Banff, arriving in
Invermere at 9:35pm and, here in Fairmont, at 9:55pm.  Heading
Eastbound, Greyhound Number 1156 leaves Fairmont at
10:05am and, with stops in Banff and Canmore, arrives in
Calgary at 2:45pm.
There is the longer overnight route, Number 19, that leaves
Calgary at 11:15pm and arrives in Fairmont via Golden at
9:30am.

Food, in its endless forms, functions and qualities has definitely made its way into our twenty first century consciousness.  With the
poplularity of books such as Michael Pollan’s The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals and his most recent, In Defense of
Food: An Eater’s Manifesto as well as Vancouver writers, Alisa Smith and J.B. MacKinnon, and their book, The 100 Mile Diet: A Year of
Local Eating; where our food comes from and what has gone into producing it has become of greater concern.  A comforting reality:
freshness and quality of food isn’t just for foodies anymore.  It’s recognized by regular people, regular
families, concerned with their own health as well as that of their children.  While Michael Pollan
maintains, in summation of his books, “just stick to your grocery store’s perimeter”, as a helpful
guideline to maintaining a healthy diet, in anticipation of summer we can get excited about doing one
better.
The fruit and veggie stand of Win-Valley Gardens in Windermere has been around for a good long
time and does bang-up business and for the past several years, the number of produce tables at the
Invermere Farmer’s Market has grown with each passing summer.  We do see the value.  We are
eager -perhaps even desperate- to partake.
As we embrace this new, trendy concept of food as fresh and of a certain quality, we, the community
of Fairmont can look forward to it’s growing presence in our neck of the woods.  Willow Springs
Greenhouses and owner/operator/ delivery gal a la Vespa, Sharon Hamilton, prepare for a third and
likely even more successful season up at their location on Highway 93/95
across from the community of Columbia Ridge.
Willow Springs opens officially mid-April and is preparing for our burgeon-
ing appetite for fresh vegetables and unique and hearty bedding plants, of-
fering a large variety in prestarted form to continue growing at home, or
picked fresh there, by Sharon, or by you, your own self.  Willow Springs
maintains a philosophy of biodegradable, all-natural sustainability in all of
their planting and growing techniques and are establishing a wonderful
reputation for the quality and variety of products.
Among the vast selection of flowers and herbs, enjoy the variety of fresh cuc-
umbers, carrots, lettuce, squash and more.  Sharon is also proud of her
unique variety of hanging tomatoes, Tumbling Toms, and her foray into

The Fairmont Business Association has resumed its regular
monthly meetings.  March’s meeting saw a great turnout of
members.  Consider joining us for thoughtful consideration and
discussion of the various issues relevant to business and
business people here in our community.
The Fairmont & Area Map Pads are in the works, so be sure,
if you are a new business or a business that requires updates,
please call France, 345-1143, before April 3rd, to make it into
this new summer, 2008 version.
Please consider attending the next meeting, Tuesday, April 15th,
at 7pm, in the Member’s Lounge at the Riverside Golf Course
Club House. If you would like any other information on
membership or the activities of the FBA, please contact Wendy at
345-4550 or wendy@ColumbiaRafting.com.

Fairmont & District Lions
This time of year is a quiet time for the Fairmont Lions with
many members off in warmer places.

As spring is just around the corner plans are already in the
works for this year’s Annual Garage Sale. StorEdge storage
facility in Windermere has once again generously donated space
for our use and we are prepared to start accepting donated items.
The Annual Garage Sale is an important fund raiser for us so if
you’re doing your spring cleaning please keep us in mind. To
arrange pick up of items call Anita 345-9553.

Recent donations include $200 to George Gray for his lovely
Community Christmas display and  $500 to the Georgina Lum
Support Fund.

Contributions
If you have a story idea, a non-profit event notice, a special Thank
You or have a field of interest or expertise you would like to share
with our community please contact Tracy at info@frgazette.com or
345-4002. You’re contributions are what will keep this publication
fresh and interesting!

If you are interested in advertising in the Fairmont
Range Gazette please contact Tracy at 345-4002
info@frgazette.com .
Birthday and Anniversary notices are FREE!
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And So It Continues...

the world of peppers.  Hot peppers of varying degrees of scorch!
To talk to Sharon about her work, about her contribution to the
freshness and quality of product she lovingly provides from her
greenhouses, is to watch her exude light from the inside.
Whether it is mixing her soil-less, peatmoss and vermiculite
concoction for the growing environment, or gingerly assisting in
pollination with a Q-Tip, it is evident there is immense passion
in what she does.  She is also passionate about her responsibil-
ity towards the environment and will be speaking at the
upcoming Health & Garden Fair, sponsored by Wildsight,  edu-
cating people about the dangers of pesticides, at DTSS on
Thursday, April 17th (www.wildsight.ca/events/223).
If you are interested in enjoying the freshest of produce and
flowers this summer, you don’t have to go far.  But you better go
fast as the pre-started varieties sell out quickly, often by the end
of May.  If the gates are open, head on in.  You’ll always be
welcome.
So, this summer, stick to the outer perimeter of your favourite
grocer or head to  your nearest farmer’s market and greenhouse.
It’s nearly summer and here in the valley, that means easier
pickins for implementing the 100 Mile Diet.
In our case.... the 10 Kilometre Diet.  Thanks to Willow Springs.

Broadband... the issue that keeps on lingering.  For those of us in support of the service, we are thankful.  I suppose we all thought the
issue dead and buried last fall, but thanks to the continuing efforts of privately owned NanoFibre, there is the hope of a gasp of new
life.  It appears that community by community, the fate of fibre in Fairmont will be determined, at least for the near future and if they
are willing to pay for it.

 FREE

Advertising
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Two trips everyday to Edgewater, Radium, Invermere, Fairmont
and Canal Flats.
One by-request trip each on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
between Radium, Invermere and Fairmont.  In addition to the
local transit service, Health Connections, a service partnership
that provides transportation options and access to non-
emergency medical appointments, will continue in addition to
the new transit system.
Fares:
Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $2.00   Regional:  $2.50
Child, under 5 years:   Free

Monthly: Adult/Student/Senior $42.00
Sheet of 10 Tickets:  Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $15.00  Regional:  $18.00

For more information and schedule details visit:
www.busonline.ca
Telephone: 1-877-343-2461, or pick up Rider’s Guide on the Bus.

Columbia Valley Transit Schedule

Spring time on the Columbia.  Looking south. Photo courtesy of Tracy Connery Photography
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It’s Time Again To Be Bear Aware!
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Welcome Spring... a time to set aside the mess and disorganization
that you never got around to indoors and take a look out your front
door for yet more stuff undone... work required... valuable time to
be spent. Go ahead... open your door.  Too bad for you, our local
real estate market no longer makes it so appealing to just throw in
the towel and sell the place, toys, trash, weeds, collection of old
plumbing fixtures, and all.  So, your neighbors are quietly, oh-so-
desperately, hoping that this year, finally, you get it together and
make things all tidy and ship-shape, before getting too comfortable
out there on the links. To make things a little easier here are some
easy tips to help conquer your complete lack of motivation- I mean,
the many other more pleasant spring-time distractions.
1. Start winter cleanup of the lawn when the grass is no longer
soggy and garden beds are no longer inviting for nude mud
wrestling. Rake your lawn to get rid of dead growth and debris and
let light and air to the soil level, encouraging the grass to grow.
2. Re-seed bare or damaged patches of lawn. Scratch up the soil
with a rake first. Mix a shovel of soil with a couple of scoops of
grass seed and spread in the patch you're fixing. Rake level and
keep well-watered until the seeds take and the new grass
establishes.
3. Remove tree guards or burlap winter protection from any young
trees or shrubs.  Everybody’s out of their winter coats!
4. Cut back last season's dead plant material. Clean up old
perennial foliage and cut back any ornamental grasses.   Yeah,
right... ornamental grasses.
5. Resist the urge to start digging in your flower beds too early. You
can damage the soil's structure. If you pick up a handful of soil, it
should fall apart, not stick together like glue. When it's dry
enough, you can start to dig beds and add compost or manure in
preparation for planting.
6. Getting on top of the weeding now means a lot less work later.
Weeds start growing vigorously early, so now’s the time to get at
‘er because they’re easier to pull out now, while their roots are still
shallow... rather than in a month or so, when roots quickly
establish themselves down to the earth’s freaking core.
6. Start up a big ‘ol bon fire.  A couple of beers.  You’ll be surprised
at how much can be accomplished in yard clean-up and
maintenance with just these two elements alone.

Tips & Tricks

Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?
Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for
inexpensive and effective advertising!
Email info@frgazette.com for rates.

Classifieds

Local Affairs

For Sale:  I’m sure there must be something, it’s just not
listed here right now.

Aaaaahhhhhhh... April... Into the Yard and Garden!

Dutch Creek Bridge

Kevin Richter
Regional Director
Southern Interior District
Ministry of Transportation
447 Columbia Street
Kamloops, BC
V1C 2T3

Jack Bennetto
Rocky Mountain District Manager
Ministry of Transportation
129-10th Ave South
Cranbrook, BC
V1C 2N1

Kelly Beriault
District Transportation Engineer
Ministry of Transportation
129-10th Ave South
Cranbrook, BC
V1C 2N1

Name That Spot
Can you tell which
Fairmont location is
represented here?  Send
your answer in to
info@frgazette.com and let
us know where this might
be and you could be a BIG
winner!
What is the prize?  Well,
first, being published as

Last Month:  OK!  I’ll play along.  It’s our very own steeple of
Fairmont’s very own Church of Latter Day Saints.  I win!

Honorable Kevin Falcon,
Minister of Transportation
Room 306
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC
V8V 1X4

The Ministry of Transportation is still conducting what appears to
be an exhaustive, and unfortunately ongoing, business case and
cost benefit analysis on the replace vs. repair of the bridge cross-
ing Dutch Creek. The Ministry is “hopeful” they will have come to
a conclusion in the next couple of months.  Bottom line:  keep up the
pressure.  Continue writing, letting these guys know what it is we
want and need.  This letter writing campaign is still the best way for
the Ministry to understand the needs of this community.  The Man:
starting from the top:

Gazette Online
It may not be pretty, but it’s there.  Check out The Fairmont
Range Gazette online for updates on community information as
well as find every issue, past and present.  Come and visit at
www.frgazette.com.

Canal Flats Community Crib Tournament
2nd and 4th Thursday of Each Month

1pm at the Canal Flats Civic Centre on Dunn Street

All Le vels of Experience Welcome
$5 Entry Fee- $50 Prize for Top Score

5 Games- Rotating Partners
Call 250.349.5504 for more info

Incorporation Study

Air Service From the US
There is a meeting at 2pm at Radium Resort on April 3, 2008 to
present the Air Service Development (ASD) plan to bring a US
carrier to Cranbrook. The public is invited to attend and learn
about the process and direction the committee has selected.

Columbia Lake Provincial Park
There is a campaign underway to gain ready access to Columbia
Lake Provincial Park.  Despite the FBA and  local Lions Club’s
offers to provide support in the facilitation of creating a useable,
accessible park area, they, as well as other monies and services
available, have been denied due to conflicts with local treaty
claims.  There is a perpetual study ongoing into how to provide
better public day use access to the area but a little nudging is of
course, necessary.  Please consider writing to show your support:

Honourable Barry Penner, Ministry of Environment, PO Box 9047,
Stn. Prov. Gov’t, Victoria, BC  V8W 9E2.
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A Foray to Fairmont: One Visitor’s Perspective
I recently had the good fortune of spending a week in Fairmont
Springs, Canada with some old friends and, by the end of the
week, new friends.  Coming up from Portland, Oregon, I was
excited about the trip and knew what a beautiful area I was going
to be visiting.  What I didn’t anticipate was the truly local
experience I was treated to by my hosts.  There were some of the
more touristy excursions to Panorama, Kicking Horse, and Lussier
Hot Springs.  But what I appreciated the most was learning about
some of the nuances of Canadian culture.  Here are several in no
particular order:
Smokies – Grilled to perfection and stuffed with cheese, these were
a crowd-pleaser.

Curling – After studying for several evenings, I now understand
how this is played.

Devonshire Cream – I’m not even sure it’s Canadian, but it’s great
on scones and French toast.

Clicks – It took some time but I was finally able to figure out how
fast I was going.

Nanaimo Bars – These would be perfect without the coconut.

Neighborhood Bonfire – It was great getting to know some of the
people of Fairmont and talk hockey.

In the end, the best part about my trip was the hospitality of
everyone I met over the course of the week.  I look forward to
when my travels, or my friends, bring me back to Fairmont.  Next
time, I’ll actually have to try curling.
Sincerely,
Fan of Fairmont

Letters

Fairmont Hot Springs Pool will be closed for
resurfacing April 14th to April 24th.

Notice

The subject of Fairmont’s incorporation will continue to be an
issue certain to be gaining greater traction over these coming
months and years.  Currently, there is noise amongst the local
politicians about a Super Municipality to include communities
from Panorama to Fairmont.  The RDEK and Community Services
will be meeting on this very issue the first week of April.  As far as
the community of Fairmont’s own interest in incorporation, the
provincial government has put off performing any study due to
what might have been considered the potential controversies
surrounding the purchase of Fairmont Resort as well as the future
of Lot 48.  As these issues seem to have amounted to very little in
terms of contention, encouragement of the study continues
particularly given this immediate region’s projected growth and
development.  While Fairmont Resort supports a study they refuse
to state an official position on incorporation itself as they believe
it to be a community concern and one that ought not be led by any
one business.

Stupidity Reigns Supreme
The lights managing traffic at Dutch Creek Bridge seem to inspire
the old addage, “ Green means go.  Yellow means, go faster.  And
red, means gun it, even if you’re the third guy in line!”  OK, so this
may not really be the old addage, but it certainly seems to apply
when approaching Dutch Creek Bridge.

I am sickened and appalled at the stupid risks people are taking to
get through these lights.  Lineups of cars crossing after the light
has turned red; racing to beat the yellow and downright pulling
out of line to make it across, well after the opposite side turns
green.  And this is with lag time in the timing lights to make sure
there’s adequate time for each crossing.

To drivers in question:  Do you think any of us want to sit around
waiting on traffic lights?! You’re dumb! You’re not beating the
system!  You’re not rebels! You’re just dumb! Unless you’re in the
middle of a stroke, bleeding to death, or about to deliver one
helluvan impatient baby, stay put!  You’re endangering the rest of
us as well as your own sorry selves!

To the powers that be:  Make safety you’re number one concern in
making your decision and that includes understanding that the
current situation, as summer draws nearer and patience draws
thinner, becomes increasingly untenable.  In other words, GET ON
THE STICK!!
GettingAngry, Columere Park

Write.  Reply.  Get something off your chest.  Whatever!  Send letters to
info@frgazette.com

The Winner in this here Fairmont Range Gazette, of course.
Also, taking pride, amongst all of us readers, in your superior
visual acuity!    And for the first time... a for real prize that will
make you very happy.    The Answer, The Prize and The
Winner will be announced in next month’s issue.

April 8th!April 8th!April 8th!April 8th!April 8th!
Happy 6th Birthday,Happy 6th Birthday,Happy 6th Birthday,Happy 6th Birthday,Happy 6th Birthday,

Gusti-Roo!Gusti-Roo!Gusti-Roo!Gusti-Roo!Gusti-Roo!


