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I know people actually read in Fairmont.  Consider sharing.  You there...
Yes, you!  Have you read a good book!  Sure you have... Write a review!
We want to know what Fairmont is reading!  Contact me for submission
info:  info@frgazette.com

Music & Entertainment

Welcome, folks, to April’s music and entertainment menagerie of happenings in the valley. Bulletin : Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young are
coming out of retirement to perform a benefit, April 1st at the Christ Church Trinity .  If you believe that then I have a bridge you can buy
in Fairmont.  For cheap. April Fools!  Speaking of the Christ Trinity Church,  there will be two great shows.  March 31st, they are bringing
in Steven Palmer, a classical guitarist for his CD release.  He will be backed up by local favourites, The O’Sullivan’s. Followed closely on the
4th of April, The Columbia Valley Arts Council  presents a return engagement of The Canadian Tenors: four brilliant young Canadian
singers, who need little introduction to the valley’s music world. Also in Invermere, at Bud’s Bar & Lounge , Shelley is bringing in two acts
for April.

George J. Blisner

Children’s books really are a trip.  From Dr. Seuss to Shel Silverstein to anything Boynton, kids books can be a joy to read and a
perfect opportunity for sharing and perhaps even redeeming oneself for various mistakes made in parenting for that day.... if one
felt there were parenting mistakes for which needed to be redeemed...  Anyhow, currently in my little family, we run the gamut from
board books to chapter books and as the primary reader of the stories, I am mighty pleased at the quality there is to choose from.
So, thrilled am I, with the opportunity to read a children’s book such as Philip Pulman’s, The Golden Compass, the first of three in his
Dark Materials Trilogy.  I expect, given the anticipation my nine year old has for each loooong chapter every night, that we will
continue forth into the subsequent novels as well.
The Golden Compass is a wonderful fantasy.  It is a combination of antiquity and the modern.  Science fiction and old world.  It is
also a tribute- a testament- to the intelligence of children.  The language is sophisticated, as are the concepts, interesting and engag-
ing for adults and children, alike.  And, unlike in the Chronicles of Narnia, there is no looking to adults for pro-
tection or guidance.  Conversely, in fact, Pulman writes adults as more likely not to be trusted or so failing in
their short-comings, that children often provide the better guides.
The main character, whip smart tom-boy Lyra Belacqua, is an independent, self-reliant and adventurous
spirit that embraces any adventure with unbridled enthusiasm, not to mention insatiable curiosity.
Growing up in the sheltered environs of Jordan College, Lyra is raised by modest and repressed Oxford
scholars, where she enjoys the companionship of only her daemon, the animal formed representation of her
soul, and one of the college servants sons.
Soon after her friend, along with several other local children begin to disappear,  Lyra finds herself in the
middle of a frightening mystery and a life and death journey to the far North. What she encounters on this
journey is at once harrowing, beautiful and largely awe inspiring and in her efforts to rescue the missing
children, while also exacting a little vengeance, she is confronted with the difficult decision of accepting that
which her Destiny has presented for her.
Without doubt, there are several heavy themes at work- the dominance
of the Church, the nature of the soul, corruption of absolute power- but
Pulman is able to address each, making them accessible for children
without having to dumb them down.  A lively and meaningful read!

On the 4th, Redfish, a rock band from Vernon, having played in the valley a few times
before and have even been shot at (no, not because of their music), will turn it up and blast
you.  As a special treat, THREE TIME JUNO AWARD WINNER, Incognito, hip hoppers out
of Toronto, will get you dancing on Bud’s  big dance floor.  While in Invermere, stop by
Angus McToogles Restaurant and Bar  where they feature live local musicians, Thursday
through Saturday or check out The Station Pub,  down by the lake, where Weird Gal
presents her own brand of Karaoke on Saturdays. In Windermere, The Whitehouse Pub  has
their Thursday Night Karaoke with Cool Curtis and you have Phil’s Spring Smile to cheer you
up after a cold round of golf- I was right about the snow coming back!
Now we have April showers and a little more snow.  But not for long.  Be patient golfers.
To the south, here in Fairmont, The Farside Pub & Eatery  has the D.J. Ken to get you
hopping every Friday night.  Also enjoy the incomparable Weird Gal and her Karaoke
machine for your singing pleasure on Tuesdays. The Sportsman’s Pub,  at Riverside Golf
Course, has Thursday Night Jam with John Cronin & Friends.  Come out and play (ya, I get to
play... 16 years now!)  Last but not least, The Hoodoos Grill & Lounge , on April 10th, The
Bill Manzik Band will play some country rock.  Also, Danno is back at the Wednesday Night
Jam. Congratulations on the baby, you two!
I’ve heard that the new local band in town, Late, played a few times last month.  Even a
road gig in Parson (ohh), and has been very well received.  There is a rumour around that
The Festival Express (circa 1970) is coming back in July, Rockaganza.  More news next
month.
Well folks, that’s it for now and make sure you send your letter into the politicians about
our bridge!  Enjoy and good music to all.  Bye, Josh and good luck.
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Another Restaurant Review

I intended to write another review this month, I really did. But having had a
“meal” not at all worth mentioning due to the fact that the entire “experience”
was so utterly mediocre, I offer you this instead.
Allow me now to paint a picture of the restaurant of old, when the village idiot
was the only person lucky enough not to be suspected of heresy towards the lord
of the day. You see, restaurants are a comparatively recent institution, evolving
out of the traveler’s inn via the gradual (and often fatal) urbanization of Western
man.
First appearing in its recognizable form late in the last years of the eighteenth
century, the restaurant became accessible to the filthy masses not long after the
romantic ideas of “fresh and healthy” entered the lingo.
Generally speaking, restaurant food back in the (coal blackened) day was more an
exercise in recycling than it was building ingredients into a menu. I offer you this
early critique to illustrate the point… “ The first course was a soup in which
pieces of undisguised and unabashed gristle floated in a mud–colored sauce
whose texture and temperature were powerfully reminiscent of mucus.”
I believe the restaurant in question carried on quite well and was eventually
credited with the invention of gravy.
Restaurants were notoriously loud and filthy. They were dangerous places where
spitting on the floor over a pint or two of apple brandy was not uncommon. Just
try to imagine carving through a boiled leg of horse with your toothless chums,
discussing the merits of syphilis and slavery, whilst the very food you eat slowly
starts to infect you with an unknown plague. Taverns, Inns, Cafes, Restaurants
and Brothels were all equally capable of making one’s flatulence reek of an open
wound and quite often did.
Nowadays, largely due to reliable refrigeration and intimidating health
inspectors, the restaurant has evolved into a much safer sanctuary from the perils
of our time. It is with much trust and a heavy wallet that we the consumer
venture out into the culinary night, seeking fun and flavour and occasionally
finding both.

Top Ten... Or So

By Always Hungry
Getting To Know You:
Ethel Neitzel
You might see her at the coffee shop.  With her
husband, sometimes not.  You might see her at my
house.  And plenty of others.
But really, other than The Ruthless Queen of
Organization, who is she?  A few questions,
answered.
How long have you lived here? 10 years
Married? Kids? Married to Don.  Three kids.  Two
boys and a girl.  Thirteen grandkids.
What do you do?   A little of everything.  Mainly
cleaning.
Hobbies? Knitting.
Where did you live before settling here in the
valley?  Revelstoke, McBride.  Originally from around
the Kitchener area in Ontario.
What is the best part about living here?  It’s
beautiful.  There’s a lot of work. People are generally
friendly.
Favourite food?  Spaghetti

Top 6 Signs Your Child Is Spending Too Much Time On
Webkinz.
For those of you blissfully uninitiated, Webkinz is a line
of plush animals that also allows purchasers (mostly
children but a surprising number of adults- ack!) to go
online, bring their new pets to life in virtual form, and
interact with other friends and online pals.

6 Your child’s menagerie lives in a dwelling that has
more rooms than the Playboy Mansion.
5 The “Queer Eye” guys are calling to ask for interior
decorating tips.
4  Your child speaks to you in a limited number of
phrases, pulled down from a predetermined menu.
3 You overhear a conversation about subletting living
space to NeoPets.
2 Your daughter is quick to deny rumors that Mrs. Bird
kills unused characters, until she finds
CuddlyTeddy352’s  head in her bed.
And.... drumroll please....

1 He’s earned enough KinzCash to catch the eye of
Revenue Canada.

If you know a special pet you’d like to introduce to the community,
please send a picture and information to: tcphoto@shaw.ca

Hi! We are the Wiegand/Webb family, new full-time residents of
Fairmont.  From left to right and pleased to meet you, “Sabre”,
“Summer” and “Kozmo”. We love to play, run, swim and just be
where our family is. Our favorite is riding in the JEEP!
We don’t like baths, medicine or to have our ears cleaned!
“Summer” is the youngest and the troublemaker - always into
something!

Pet of the Month


