
FBA News

Greyhound in Fairmont
The Greyhound Bus Depot is located at the HooDoo Resort (345-0205) in
Fairmont.
Greyhound Number 1156 departs Calgary at 5:15, heading Westbound,
with stops in Canmore and Banff, arriving in Invermere at 9:35pm and, here
in Fairmont, at 9:55pm.  Heading Eastbound, Greyhound Number 1156
leaves Fairmont at 10:05am and, with stops in Banff and Canmore, arrives
in Calgary at 2:45pm.
There is the longer overnight route, Number 19, that leaves Calgary at
11:15pm and arrives in Fairmont via Golden at 9:30am.

2008 Fairmont & Area Map Pads are now available!

We are proud of everyone’s effort in the Canada Day
Celebrations July 1st!  It was a great success and hope to see
everyone out and about next year!

Regular meetings resume again in September.
 If you would like any other information on membership or the
activities of the FBA, please contact Wendy at 345-4550 or
wendy@ColumbiaRafting.com.

Fairmont & District Lions

Contributions
If you have a story idea, a non-profit event notice, a special Thank
You or have a field of interest or expertise you would like to share
with our community please contact Tracy at info@frgazette.com or
250-345-4002. You’re contributions are what will keep this publica-
tion fresh and interesting!

If you are interested in advertising in the Fairmont
Range Gazette please contact Tracy at 345-4002 or
info@frgazette.com .
Birthday and Anniversary notices are FREE!
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Two trips everyday to Edgewater, Radium, Invermere, Fairmont and
Canal Flats.
One by-request trip each on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday between
Radium, Invermere and Fairmont.  In addition to the local transit service,
Health Connections, a service partnership that provides transportation
options and access to non-emergency medical appointments, will continue
in addition to the new transit system.
Fares:  Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $2.00   Regional:  $2.50
Child, under 5 years:   Free

Monthly: Adult/Student/Senior $42.00
Sheet of 10 Tickets:  Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $15.00  Regional:  $18.00

For more information and schedule details visit: www.busonline.ca
Telephone: 1-877-343-2461, or pick up Rider’s Guide on the Bus and at
local businesses.

Columbia Valley Transit Schedule Fairmont Events Prove Viable, Popular, Sustainable!
Between the excitement of Canada Day and Fairmont’s, presumably first of many, Annual Fantastic 3 triathlon, the
Second Annual HoodStock and the unique Rockaganza tour, July was alive with the festival atmosphere.
The Canada Day Events commitee is proud of the cohesive effort by the three local resorts, Fairmont Lodge,
Mountainside Villas and Fairmont Vacation Villas; the Fairmont Business Association and our local Lions Club; in
bringing the entire event to successful fruition.   Bigger and better than ever for residents and visitors alike.  Part of
the success of the day can also be attributed to the triathlon, which along with the Farmer’s Market was a
triumphant new addition to the day’s events.  It was attended by 29 athletes.  Good, considering it was given only
short notice.  The committee expects the number to double next year- and it will be happening next year- but will
cap registration to 100 so as to not grow so big that the ‘Fairmont feel’ is lost.  Athletes feedback was exceptionally
positive, largely regarding the uniqueness of the course.  “The hill climb on the bike and the trail run were true
adventures!”, “ different from any triathlon I have participated in before.”, and “great to have spectators at the
finish!” were some of the comments of participants.  From another, “Don’t let it grow to big and impersonal.”  An
important sentiment as the Wasa event, held a couple of weeks earlier, seems to be busting at it’s seams.  While on
this particular day the weather cooperated, providing a manageble temperature in the low to mid-20’s, one of the
challenges of this event going forward will be maintaining the mid-day start so that it continues to be incorporated
into the festivities as a whole, complete with spectators and live music at the finish-line.
Special thanks to the Fairmont Lions Club and Wendy at Columbia Rafting Adventures.
Times ranges from “1h 19m 45s” to “2h 52m 55s” over the 600m mineral pool swim,
7km mountain bike hill climb, and 5km epic trail run.
Within only a matter of a couple of weeks, HoodStock brought in its second year estab-
lishing itself as a valley festival staple.  13 bands, from around the valley, and the prov-
ince, played to about 1000.  The last to take the stage, the increasingly popular
McCuaig headlined the event playing to the enthusiastic evening crowd. HoodStock
prides itself in being family friendly, proud to introduce vast and varied local music to
local and visiting kids.  As for Rockaganza, which took place at various venues up and
down the valley, the first week of July, a great concept and was by and large a success-
ful. However, those of us looking forward to seeing them on Columbia Lake, driving
aimlessly up and down the lake looking for bagpipes and dancing, were sadly disap-
pointed, having no clue where the venue might be....  We look forward to next year!

Be Bear Aware!
Oh, they’re out there, alright!  Be afraid!  Be very afraid!
OK, not really.  But with several local sightings, do be cautious
and aware.  We all need to be taking extra precautions at this time
of year to protect ourselves and the bears.  Around your home,
check your yard and deck and eliminate any attractants: garbage,
food, birdseed, BBQ grease and empty bottles.  In the
backcountry, or out on the trails?

Please visit www.pc.gc.ca/banff-bears for comprehensive infor-
mation on bear safety.
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July is over and the Lions of Fairmont and District can take a bow for
their dedicaton to this community and throughout the valley.  We
continue the Golf Course Challenge throughout the golf season but
our big events are indeed over.
On August 25th we have a short meeting and will then enjoy BBQ,
lemonade and lies as we put up our feet and enjoy each other’s
company at Spruce Grove campground.
A little update of this summer’s highlights...
For July 1st, Shirley White got us organized so that members could
assist the recreation staff of The Fairmont Villas and The Lodge in
their 1st Annual Fantastic 3 Triathalon.  It was a great success and
everyone cheered on their favorites. Other members helped set up
and do the cooking and serving of hamburgers and hot dogs and
quenched thirsty palates with a variety of “bubblies”.  A whopping
100 volunteer hours made this happen!
July 14th marked another successful garage sale. Ray Kolochuk took
on yeoman’s duty as chair for the C.O.P.and Speed Watch Benefit
again.  We truly thank STOR EDGE Storage for their donation of the
site for the 2nd year.  Aproximately 175 volunteer hours went into
this important event.
Valley Appreciation day found 7 members and 2 non member
volunteers making sure every one had lots of butter, syrup, juice and
coffee to go with their pancakes. Another 34.5 hrs racked up.
The spirit of Lionism is truly alive and well in the Fairmont and
District Lion’s club. Give yourselves a big pat on the back.
See you all ,with spouses or significant others, at Spruce Grove!

Please consider being a part of this tremendous local volunteer
organization!  Meetings are every 2nd and 4th Monday of every
month.

By Nelda Harker

Advertising

Staff Editor:   Tracy Connery
               info@frgazette.com
Entertainment:   George Blisner
                              gjb@frgazette.com
Restaurant Review:   Always Hungry

                         hungry@frgazette.com
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Up until now there has been no regulation of boating in our sensitive Columbia River wetlands. Thanks to the important work between Columbia Wetlands
Stewardship Partners and local MP Jim Abbott a prohibition of motorized boating will be implemented.
The regulations come in three parts, the first being a ban on the utilization of gas-operated boats as well as electric motors in the wetlands adjacent to the
main channel of the Columbia for the next year. The second regulation prohibits the use of gas-operated vessels in the main channel and its tributaries from
March 1 to July 15 during any given year.  The third precludes towing (ie. waterskiing), in the main channel at any time. As the regulations don’t come into
effect until 6 months from June 28, the date published in the Canada Gazette, there is still time to review and comment on the proposal.  If you would like
to comment, please contact Kevin Monahan in the Department of Transport, monahank@tc.gc.ca and for more information on the regulations, visit
www.canadagazette.gc.ca.

Proposed Boating Prohibition
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Fire Hazard, Bans In Effect
Having averted near tragedy with a neighborhood fire in Columere Park, we are
reminded of the importance of adhering to the rules of the current open fire ban.  Our
danger rating at this point in the season is moderate to high, so please understand this
open fire ban is in effect to protect public safety and to limit the risk of person-caused wildfires.
Although the use of campfires, fireworks and burning barrels are still allowed, those wishing to
engage in these activities are responsible for ensuring that conditions are appropriate.
Until further notice we are currently under a Category 2 and 3 restriction where open
fire is prohibited throughout the Southeast Fire Centre.  A Category 2 open fire means
an open fire that burns piled material no larger than two metres high and three metres
wide, or grass over an area less than 0.2 hectares (2000 square metres) in size. A
Category 3 open fire means an open fire that burns material in piles larger than two
metres high and three metres wide, windrows, or grass over an larger than 0.2 hectares
(2000 square metres) in size. To report a wildfire or unattended campfire call 1-800-
663-5555 or *5555 on most cellular networks. For more information or updates on
bans and restrictions, visit www.bcwildfire.ca.
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After eight years and three kids this summer was the first I really felt up to the job of putting
in and maintaining a garden... two in fact.  it was also our first foray into some for real
landscaping.  My neighbors might argue that I’m using the term a little loosely, but hey, it’s a
durn sight better than summers past!  Anyways, I, along with my pint-sized maniacs, have
embraced our latent green thumbs.  Vegetables:  lettuce, carrots, pumpkins, squash, potatoes
and, my very favourite, peas.  Flowers:  sunflowers, snapdragons, balsam, echinacea, baby’s
breath and several others.  Berries:  blue, rasp and straw.  Oh, the joy.  The bliss.  The
delicious anticipation.

Oh, the $%&*# deer!  There was a time, pre-garden, that I would have sat, basking in my
good fortune at being able to admire wildlife as I sipped my coffee in the early dawn.  Now,
this summer, nearly every morning, rather than reveling in the peace and quiet of a Rocky
Mountain sunrise, there I am, half naked, screaming in tongues, flailing across my lawn
wielding various garden implements, on the hooves of these ruthless, predatory, garden
munching ungulates!  Scream it with me, ‘aaaaaaaaaaargh!’  Ahhhhh.

My strawberries have long since been transplanted to the safety of pots on my deck, my
blueberries are hanging on by their very roots, and my
previously lush and thriving lettuce is essentially a write-
off.  Reduced to merely an agricultural experiment.  A
painful lesson in plant-and-learn.  I can’t even write about                                                         m
my precious sunflowers.  Oh, the sunflowers.  Bear with
me a moment as I am rendered unable to continue for the
wave of hot tears scalding my eyes....

Tips & Tricks

Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive and
effective advertising!  Email info@frgazette.com for rates.

Classifieds

Local Affairs

For  Sale:  Mineral Claims Findlay Creek Area .                            Slate
Stone. Building & masonry slate, varied size chunks, blocks,
crushable slate & fill. Excellent for fireplaces, patios, landscaping &
waterscapes. Rust, sienna, ochre, umber & slate gray colors. Good
access. 62 acre claim $20,000; 254 acre claim $50,000.
Elaine:  250-345-6271; e-mail: elainesclaims@shaw.ca

Predator!

Sometimes my beach reading gets in the way of mindless relaxation and I
find something that actually spurs some thought.  Recently, whiling away
my time on the grass by the lake, I came across an article in Outside
Magazine, “Where to Live Now”.  An annual Top 20 presenting cities and
towns around the U.S. considered to be the best of the year.  Despite civic
reinvention and innovation being the primary criteria, I was more struck
by the vital statistics of each locale.  As I read through the details of each
town I was struck by the ratios between median home value compared to
median income.  An example, Washington, DC made the number one
spot, where great things may be happening but median home value is
$437,700 compared to median household income, $51,900. Yikes!
Numbers like that, and they weren’t out of the ordinary, inspired some
reflection upon our own community.
By this point you’d have to be living in someone’s shoe not to know the
impact of inflated home prices in the valley.  It is no longer enough to
merely want to make a life here, you have to be able to afford it.  With a
median home price at about $315,000, the housing market geared to the
second homes of our affluent Albertan and Saskatchewan counterparts,
and a median household income of about $35,000, things aren’t looking
so good.  These are difficult numbers to get your head around if you grew
up here and would like to work, buy a home, and settle down, providing
the benefits of this area to your own children; are thinking of moving here
with a young family; or if you would like to retire here on a fixed income.
Tough times for a middle class that would like to call the valley home but
hasn’t yet broken into the market.  As it’s already been said many times,
the effects to business, development, and community are profound.
While the past 18 months to two years have seen something of a correc-
tion, with the housing market buckling under the over-inflation back to the
relative comfort of merely plain old inflation of home prices, the numbers
still speak volumes.  So, if you’re overwhelmed with what you might have
to come up with for a home in which to raise your children here in the
valley, you might consider Chatanooga, Tennessee, where the median
income is about $37,000 and a home costs, $119,000 or perhaps, Ogden,
Utah where they earn, on average $36,500 and pay about $114,000 for a
home.  These are numbers better geared for being able to make a go of it.
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For  Sale:  1998 29.5’ Jayco Fifth Wheel: Super Slide. RK, excellent
condition, many extras, low mileage  17,999.00 OBO, no GST.
250-345-2164

Trims and Treasures Esthetics Studio:  is looking to expand it’s
team of Professionals!  We are looking for Experienced, Self
Motivated, Energetic, Stylist, Manicure & Pedicure Specialists.  Email
resume to info@trimsandtreasures.ca

In The Black Bookkeeping Services:    For all of your accounting
needs:  Accounts Payable, Accounts Receivable, bank and accounts
reconciliation, payroll, remittances, financial reporting. Accounting
Certificate. Call Robin at 250-345-2102.

Incorporation, Windermere

gggggggggggg

Editorial Indulgence

Congratulations, Anthony... our Biggest Fish Story July Winner!
Enjoy your $20 Bucks Worth at Boyd’s Seafood Restaurant  in
Calgary!  We’ve still got one last $20 Gift Certificate from Boyd’s
to give away, anglers!  So keep ‘em coming.
Be sure to send yours to info@frgazette.com.  There’s still two $20
Gift Certificates at Boyd’s Seafood Restaurant  up for grabs!

Last year at my cottage on Lake Winnipeg, we were just sitting on a big
rock and fishing. Prior to us sitting on the rock, I slammed my rod in the
door by accident--breaking it in half. I decided to still use the rod. Five
minutes after the cast, my rod tumbled into the water. I picked it up only
to find that a fish was pulling the drag. After a short battle, I pulled in a
22-inch freshwater drum.

Biggest Fish Stories!

For Sale:  25 Hectares of a Mining Claim.
Slate granite of many types as well as sandstone.  Location can’t be
overlooked!  Please email:  baddoohill@yahoo.com

Happy 19th Birthday, Countess!  July 24th
Happy 21st Birthday, Maisha!  August 3rd

God Bless both of you in your fut ure endeavors.
Love Always, Mom
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Ahem....  Anyways.  For what
it’s worth, here is the list of
possible remedies for deer:

Deodorant Soap:   Maybe.  The
vote is out on this and responses
are varied.
Reflecting Object:  CD’s, tin pie
plates... again, nothing con-
clusive.
Deer repellants:   apparently the
most effective of these are
ground chicken feathers and
sewage.  Ummmmm... I actually
have to live here....
Fencing:  well, certainly the
closest to a sure thing.
Hmmmm. Not exactly what I
envisioned:  plots of eight foot
fencing and lengths of unsightly
chicken wire.
Rifle:   another summer of gard-
ening like this and I might be
convinced....

Should any of you have other
viable, proven, less than fatal,
remedies to these lovely,
majestic though throroughly
pesky beasts, do let us all know!

On August 16th golfers will take to the links at the Celebrating Health Care
Golf Tournament , in an effort to raise money for the Invermere & District
Hospital emergency department.
Part of the tournament’s goal is not only fundraising but to raise awareness
on how trauma cases are handled in the Columbia Valley which includes a
team effort and partnership of the Invermere Hospital Emergency
Department, the East Kootenay Regional Hospital and for those extreme
cases, members of the Alberta Shock Trauma Air Rescue Society (STARS).

The tournament is an 18-hole event on the new Copper Point Ridge Course in
Invermere, complete with dinner, shot-gun start, chipping contest, tee gifts
for all participants, and live and silent auctions.  Entry fee is $100 and
includes a $25 charitable receipt from East Kootenay Foundation for Health
who holds funds in trust for the Invermere & District Hospital.

To register call the Pro-Shop at Copper Point 1-877-418-4653 or 250 341-
3392 or stop in at Kootenay Savings Credit Union (Invermere Branch).

FARTS

As the community of Fairmont considers its next move on the
incorporation front, the community of Windermere, 15 minutes to our
north, contemplates its own municipal future.  July saw a well-attended
community meeting, which included Fairmont residents interested in
the direction the small, lakeside community might be taking. Of
course, the grand sceme which includes the region ranging from
Windermere to Panorama was considered, though not popularly
supported. The more favoured option was Windermere as its own
municipality.  Perhaps with the previous minister recently replaced,
their pursuit may be more seriously considered.

Fairmont Community Association
Please be advised that the Annual General Meeting of the Fairmont
Community Association  will be held Friday, August 22nd, beginning
at 7pm.  In addition to a membership drive, the Association is looking
to fill board member seats.  Any individuals interested in offering new
ideas and assistance in defining priorities are invited to consider taking
on more of a leadership role in this community.  Issues currently under
review by the Association are: incorporation, lot 48 and the changes to
be announced to the Fairmont Resort Official Community Plan.

The most recent meeting of the Fairmont and Area Recreation and
Trails Society last month was one of careful consideration of the
challenges and issues facing the evolution of recreation, parks and
trails around the Fairmont region.  One of the bigger hurdles is how to
effectively ‘sell’ the plan, as the last proposal was shut down pretty
thoroughly in the Alternate Approval Process. An important challenge,
as the plan pertains to connectivity, is that regarding neighborhoods
such as Columere Park, where the residents are hesitant to support any
paths or trails that might compromise the privacy of their community
beach.  Safety and security are also concerns to be addressed before
anything can be formalized to present to the public.  FARTS would like
to see it go to referendum this fall, but this time, with a more
comprehensive plan, including that extending five years out and as far
as 20 years, detailing the possibilities, providing the community with
far more information as they head to the polls.  There will be another
meeting in August to hammer out the details, modifying the former
presentation in order to present to the RDEK so as to help facilitate the
referendum.

Ongoing... And Interesting.  If Nothing Else
I’ll be the first one to admit I’m not familiar with the inner workings of
municipal politics.  Most of us aren’t.  But, even a complete and total
layman such as myself can see that as long as this ByLaw 82 continues to
linger, recent ammendment proposal or not, movement forward is
painfully hindered.  And currently, any and all issues seem to be able to
wind their way back to this pesky ByLaw.
Despite an earlier tinge of relief at a more conciliatory approach on part of
council at the meeting held earlier in July, this last meeting found those in
attendance asking some very pointed questions and demanding answers.
Citizens let loose their growing frustration- anger, in fact.  This public
animosity towards council and primarily, the Town Administrator, is
seemingly taking its toll on members.  Perhaps they are understanding
now, how deep this divide has become and, if left to fester, it could very
well be the undoing of what has historically been the sleepy, close-knit,
community-oriented Village of Canal Flats.
The heat generated at this final meeting for July gave greater purpose to
the newly formed Canal Flats Community Group, who meanwhile,
continue to work for solutions to the various issues.  For the most part,
though, they work to find a way to engage with council productively,
minimizing such conflict.  The most recent gathering of the Community
Group consisted primarily of the presentation of a survey meant to
provide a better defined focus as to the wants and needs of the
community.  The results will be presented to council, perhaps offering a
more consise and comprehensive focus, regardless the oft-mentioned
‘positive feedback to the Official Community Plan’, in taking the town
forward, rather than languishing in frustration and negativity as they are
now.


