
FBA News

Greyhound in Fairmont
The Greyhound Bus Depot is located at the HooDoo Resort (345-0205) in
Fairmont.
Greyhound Number 1156 departs Calgary at 5:15, heading Westbound,
with stops in Canmore and Banff, arriving in Invermere at 9:35pm and, here
in Fairmont, at 9:55pm.  Heading Eastbound, Greyhound Number 1156
leaves Fairmont at 10:05am and, with stops in Banff and Canmore, arrives
in Calgary at 2:45pm.
There is the longer overnight route, Number 19, that leaves Calgary at
11:15pm and arrives in Fairmont via Golden at 9:30am.

We’ll see you all at the Annual FBA Christmas Social, Lloyd Wilder’s
inaugural event as new President.  Please join us at Fairmont Hot
Springs Lodge in the main lobby December 3rd from 7 til 10pm.

Stay tuned for an update regarding the next meeting.  If you would
like any other information on membership or the activities of the
FBA, please contact Lloyd at lewilder@shaw.ca.

Fairmont & District Lions

Contributions
If you have a story idea, a non-profit event notice, a special Thank
You or have a field of interest or expertise you would like to share
with our community please contact Tracy at info@frgazette.com or
250-345-4002. You’re contributions are what will keep this publica-
tion fresh and interesting!

If you are interested in advertising in the Fairmont Range Gazette
please contact Tracy at 345-4002 or info@frgazette.com .
Birthday and Anniversary notices are FREE!
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Two trips everyday to Edgewater, Radium, Invermere, Fairmont and
Canal Flats.
One by-request trip each on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday between
Radium, Invermere and Fairmont.  In addition to the local transit service,
Health Connections, a service partnership that provides transportation
options and access to non-emergency medical appointments, will continue
in addition to the new transit system.
Fares:  Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $2.00   Regional:  $2.50
Child, under 5 years:   Free

Monthly: Adult/Student/Senior $42.00
Sheet of 10 Tickets:  Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $15.00  Regional:  $18.00

For more information and schedule details visit: www.busonline.ca
Telephone: 1-877-343-2461, or pick up Rider’s Guide on the Bus and at
local businesses.

Columbia Valley Transit Schedule

Fairmont Ski Program Has a New Face!

Our Fairmont & District Lions have proven again over the past year
that they are an interminable, invaluable volunteer force in this
community.  A local chapter that is thirty four members strong, each
of whom generously offers their time and often, resources, to
participate in any number of community service events, such as
Canada Day and Valley Appreciation Day.

Many times their efforts go unseen, but are without question felt, as
those in need are aided in innumerable ways.  Every cent donated has
been earned by the hard work and tireless efforts on the part of
individual members and the chapter as a whole.

The work of our Fairmont Lions is felt up and down the valley.
Whether it’s the purchase of essential medical equipment for our local
and regional hospitals; pancakes flipped; standing for hours alone on
a trail to distribute much appreciated water and sliced oranges; or the
generous financial donations provided to families in need; without
the invaluable support of our local Lions Club, there would be a
tremendous hole left in our community landscape.

A huge thank you to all of our valued, hardworking members!!
Please consider being a part of this tremendous local volunteer
organization!  Meetings are every 2nd and 4th Monday of every
month.

Advertising

Staff Editor:   Tracy Connery
               info@frgazette.com
Entertainment:   George Blisner
                              gjb@frgazette.com
Restaurant Review:   Always Hungry
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Classifieds

Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive
and effective advertising!  Email info@frgazette.com for rates.

   The Ski Program at our local Fairmont Hot Springs Resort Ski Hill
has inspired a great deal of loyalty and enthusiasm over the years.
But this year, after so very many under the exceptional stewardship
of Cathy DeGuise, sees a new, but very familiar face welcoming kids
to the program.
    Twenty eight year old Invermere native, and popular Fairmont Ski
Hill instructor and coach, Chris Veen, takes over the high profile
position directing the Ski School, and with great enthusiasm
embraces the various facets and responsibilities of this established
and revered program.
    Chris has lived in the valley for twenty one years and has been
skiing for twenty six, his first experience on the slopes of Kimberley.
“My parents first took me to the Kimberley hill in December 1982,
and since I was born in mid-December I can get away with saying I've
been skiing since I was two!”
    He holds certifications from the Canadian Ski Coaches Federation
and the Canadian Ski Instructors Alliance and has established himself
among the fine teachers within the Ski School under Cathy deGuise
since 1997; more recently as one of the coaches in the Nancy Green
Program under former coaches Paul Barrett and Gary Cook since
2006.

Happy Birthday!
Three McIntoshs:  Dad, Brian, December 13th;
Mom, Cathy, 40!! and Ryan, 9, December 11th

SALON/ SPA EQUIPMENT SALE :
-  3 x Pedestal Pedicure Chairs $250 each
-  Manicure Table $50
-  Cash Register - MA 186-100 series $100
-  washer and dryer set $300
-  adjustable aesthetics chair $200
-  3 x cutting capes (2 blk/1brn) $10 each
-  small storage cabinet $10
-  3 x lg poster frames $20 each
-  4 x  hourglass shaped mirrors - 4 x 2 ½’ - $40 each
-  4 x blk wire wall clocks - $5 each
-  3 x bins of perm rods-blue/yellow-orange/peach-purple $10 each
-  2 x Qtica sugar scrub 42oz - $42 each
-  round adjustable stool - $20.00
-  9 x Rubbermaid stepping stool - $1 each
-  4 x wall mount hot tool brackets - $5 each
-  6 x packages - Credo blades - $3 each
-  27 x Dannyco mani/pedi brushes - $ .25 each

        Contact 250-342-1143

With Cathy’s departure after such a long tenure, now managing the pools
below, Chris will be taking over, responsible for the various duties of the day
to day operation of the Ski School.  He is reassured by how much help will be
available to him in this transition but takes some glee, “I will be known as
the 'Ski School Director' and you better believe it mister!”
  Chris has been a fixture with the ski school for several years now, and upon
being asked what it is that keeps him coming back to our little hill, year after
year?  Without hesitation, “ The people that I get to work with; the people
who I get to coach and teach;  the open and easy-going attitude of the
community here; and the view!”  How he feels taking on this new position
and the upcoming season? “It is a great feeling to be coming back and to have
the ability to influence the direction of the department to this extent.”  He is
excited about the opportunity and fresh from supplementary courses, is eager
to share and implement some new ideas and adds, “I am definitely excited to
try some old ideas that I've had for a little while now too.”
   Given the popularity of the Ski School and the long-term relationship
families have had with not only the programs but the previous Director,
Chris is quick to assure that the commitment of local families has not gone
unnoticed.  “I plan to stay committed to the local families who made the
Nancy Greene and Snowbirds programs what they are.”  And in response to
what his vision might be for the program’s future, “I plan to maintain a
forward thinking attitude about the sport of skiing. It's my goal to make
Fairmont a destination for locals to get better at the sport that they love. Our
hill is the ideal place to introduce kids - especially - to skiing and
snowboarding. My wish is that we can use this amazing resource to teach
many more the value of sport!

December 19 th    Fairmont Hot Springs Ski Hill Opens!

December 24 th   Christmas Eve     5:30 - 7pm
Annual Fairmont  Hot S prings Resort T orch Light Parade &
Fireworks Display    The annual Christmas Eve tradition you do not
want to miss! Come and join us at  Fairmont Hot Springs Ski Hill as torches
blaze down the slopes, ending with a dazzling fireworks display.
FREE EVENT

December 25 th   Christmas Day      From 10am
Santa On The Slopes
FREE Public Hot Pools - Food Bank Christmas Day
10am to 6pm     FREE swimming all day long on Christmas Day for

those providing a food or cash donation to the Columbia Valley Food Bank!

December 26 th   Boxing Day     Starts 10:30am
Snow Snake Hunt at Fairmont Hot Springs Ski Hill
Fairmont W inter Olympics at the Ski Hill  11am - 4pm
FREE
11am to noon 3-Legged Snowshoe Race
1pm to 2pm Sled Building and Pulling Race
2pm to 3pm Blindfolded Snowman Building
3pm to 4pm Winter Scavenger Hunt

SaSaSaSaSanta Claus Is Conta Claus Is Conta Claus Is Conta Claus Is Conta Claus Is Coming tming tming tming tming to To To To To Town!!own!!own!!own!!own!!

Christmas Season Schedule 2008

Sunday, December 7th
Festivities Beginning at  12 Noon

SSSSSmoking Wmoking Wmoking Wmoking Wmoking Waaaaattttt er Cofer Cofer Cofer Cofer Coffffff ee Shop, Fee Shop, Fee Shop, Fee Shop, Fee Shop, Fairmontairmontairmontairmontairmont
     More Information:  345-4008More Information:  345-4008More Information:  345-4008More Information:  345-4008More Information:  345-4008

Sleigh ride
Cookie Decorating

Complimentary Hot Chocolate
with Food Bank Donati on

Santa!! (3pm)Santa!! (3pm)Santa!! (3pm)Santa!! (3pm)Santa!! (3pm)
Photos will be available!
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Local Affairs

[di-mok-ruh-see]  1. government by the people; a form of government in
which the supreme power is vested in the people and exercised directly by
them or by their elected agents under a free electoral system.
If Stephen Harper is reading, he might consider extracting his head
from his... you get my drift, Stephen.
There  I was, not long ago, expressing my resigned satisfaction, if
not relief, at our maintaining status quo, no matter how very
mediocre.  Well, I take it back. If this last election and the Con-
servative’s attempt to manipulate the public, while kicking the
opposition while Dion- I mean, down- is not enough, how ‘bout lets
really test the nation’s collective constitution and drive us into complete
political dissaray in the midst of a financial crisis all under the guise of
political and economic righteousness.
Rather than Hope.  Change.  Yes We Can. As evidenced by our
ever-evolving brethren to the south, we get Blatant. Backroom.
Partisan. Opportunism.  Brilliant!
Conversely, in the true spirit of democracy let me congratulate our
local politicians, Wendy Booth, Bruce Woodbury, Dee and Jerry!
Oh, I turn 40 this month.  Cash donations accepted.  Eagerly.
Happy Holidays!
The Editor
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Editorial Indulgence

Another Restaurant Review

Editor’s Note:  Alas, it’s been nearly two years since Always
Hungry darkened our doors... sometimes sharp, sometimes
sentimental but always entertaining, and of course, good-
byes are never easy.  While I don’t hear any fat ladies
singin’... with best wishes, I’ll let the late, great Julia Child
take it from here, It's so beautifully arranged on the plate -
you know someone's fingers have been all over it.

     I bid you all a Happy Christmas and a Smashing New Year
dear readers , in this, my final column. It has been a real treat
to travel up and down the valley in search of good food, and a
sincere joy to relay my experiences and opinions to you, the
hungry masses.
    Many memories stand out - the waitress with fresh stitches
on her forehead comes to mind for some reason – and most of
these memories I will happily reflect upon for years to come.
So thanks again to those out there whom enjoyed the column, I
hope that I haven’t been too off the wall with my monthly
scribblings. And to those of you that couldn’t quite stomach my
spicy words, well, consider my farewell an early Christmas
present.
    Now for my last stop, The Station Pub, located down by the
Kinsmen Beach in Invermere. It was after a hockey practice on
a Friday night that I found myself in town with clan and
friends and as you might have guessed, we were all quite
hungry. Having already eaten my way up and down main
street, we decided to check out this established spot known for
its fabulous views of the lake. The place wasn’t terribly busy
and as such we were immediately seated in a cozy little area
reserved for short people that cannot drink ale.
    The service started out strong and didn’t waiver throughout
the entire meal. Our waiter was, in a word, excellent - he
effortlessly kept the kids happy whilst graciously ignoring the
crumbs and the noise. He got us in, he got us fed and he got us
out, all without any fuss, disappointment or delay.
   As far as pub grub goes, The Station’s offerings are definitely
a cut above. The menu is nicely varied with an impressive list
of lunch time favorites like homemade burgers, soups and
such. There can also be found a long entrée list that includes
steak, salmon, ribs and a nice variety of pasta dishes. As a
bonus, the breakfast menu is offered right till close, so in
theory you could live at The Station Pub, slowly making your
way through the menu between pints. Dare to dream.
    Honestly, I found the whole experience at The Station to be a
happy one. On top of the outstanding service, the prices were
very fair and the mighty portions easily satisfied our bellies.
Christmas Season or not, you really should treat yourself and
check out this friendly pub that delivers on value, quality and
service. So it seems my final recommendation is an easy one,
dear reader, take the time when next in town and stop at The
Station. Trust me one last time –you’ll all be glad that you did.

Letters
To Our Community, Thank you.

We realize that we live in a great community here in Columere Park.
While we have our beautiful scenery, the most valuable gifts are found
in each of the people who are our neighbors and friends.
We love you all.
We so appreciated your concerns and prayers which helped us so much
during the illness, and loss, of Adair Morgan.

Marvin Morgan, Earl and Betty Pederson
Columere Park

Dear Readers,

Playing gigs for places like the Columbia House are by far the highest
paid! The looks in their eyes: so happy, honest and sincere; and inspire
so much happiness in me that it makes all the years of practise worth
while.
I’ve played there for years and, sadly, have seen new faces that need the
Columbia House and some have closed their eyes forever and I’m glad I
was, and still am, able to see those eyes smile.
For over 20 years I’ve lived here and it’s not only the beautiful valley,
but also the people that live here that have put a smile on my face and I
consider it a tremendous honour to be able to give a bit of that back.
Proud to be living in the valley all the way.

It’s not money creating life... it’s love.
GJB

    Welcome folks to music and entertainment for this merry month of
December, a daredevil depiction of dedicated and dexteritive deeds of valley
happenings and sounds to bring in the festive season.
     November proved again how much music plays an integral part of valley
life.  The Potato Polooza Event at the the Winderberry Greenhouses &
Nursery on November 15th, a fund raiser for the Botanical Gardens in
Invermere was a collaboration of local chefs, bakers, craftspeople,
greenthumbs and musicians and a great success.  Bill Cropper MC’d the
games, fun and music at one of the strangest venues I have partied at.  A
greenhouse!
    The local muscians who kept the place rocking and the gravel flying were
Mike and Frazier Smith with Bruce Childs, the funky Detroit sound of
Debbie and the Dreamers and that increasingly popular band, Late (ya, I
still get to play) and some friends who made sure everyone went home with
pebbles in their shoes. Hurray for the organizers.
    The highlight for the month again was playing for the folks at The
Columbia House Long term care faciliity in Invermere. Franz Grasegger and
I played for 20 or so smiling, wide eyed and joyous residents and felt we got
back so much more than we gave.  The Invermere Light Up Night on the
22nd was my first stroll down mainstreet with the little bonfires to keep you
warm and the featured music of Debbie and the Dreamers to help.
    The delicate but daredevilish deeds planned for December are sure to be
very festive and fun.  In Invermere, at Buds Bar & Lounge,  Shelley has
planned well for the month. There on the 5th, Josh Martinez will be
entertaining and on the 13th all you AC/DC fans get ready to rock because
BC’s own BC/DC will be here to rock your socks off!  For something new on
the 19th, Bud’s  has The Alien Mat, an event sponsored by Redbull. Over at
Angus Mctoogles Restaurant & Bar,  Mike Smith has  local musicians
playing every Thursday through Saturday.  One of the highlights of my year
in music in the valley is the Annual
Foodbank Fundraiser Concert hosted
by The Lakeside Pub.  Held on the
21st this year and beginning at 5pm, a
variety of local musicians will pump
up the spirit and  joy of giving where
you will enjoy receiving the wonderful
music these musicians love to share!
Oh, and Late is playing, too.
    Coming our way, The Whitehouse
Pub has Midnight Madness Karaoke ev-
ery Thursday this month with Crazy
Curt.  Here in Fairmont, the Farside
Pub & Eatery  has Tuesday Night
Rocking Kareoke   with The Weird Gal.
Plus, on every Friday,
Dave the DJ will play
your favourite dance
tunes. Rory, at the Hoo-
doo Bar & Grill,  has a
treat for all the locals
with a homegrown band
that has a lot of fans and
a lot of punch, Stand By
For The Bomb, will be per-
forming on the 20th, 9pm
sharp.  Rory also said to
keep a eye out for more
acts to round out this
festive party season.
Congratulations go out
to Wendy and Jerry!!
   Well folks I wish you
all a Merry, Happy,
and please be safe!
Good music to all.  Ho!

Music & Entertainment Round-Up
Ahhhh... the season, ‘tis upon us, and our own George J. Blisner keeps
us abreast with all that warms in entertainment up and down our
precious valley....

Warm Wishes

When the silvery white winter moon
Slips over the horizon

For the last time of the year
May the Great Spirit bless you

And those you hold dear.

by: Elaine Prefontaine

*********************************

Crib Tournament
Thursday, December 11th       1-3pm

$50 Prizes            $5 Entry Fee
5 Games- Rotating Partners

Free Coffee!
Canal Flats Civic Centre (corner of Dunn and Luck)

Hosted by the Canal Flats Seniors
For More Information:  250-349-5504

It’s been a tremendously eventful voting season here up and down the
valley.  Certainly, the complete overhaul to our south in Canal Flats is
of enormous relief, with an overwhelming, downright historic voter
turnout, given the degree of tension and controversy in the many
months leading up to this election.  Congratulations to new Mayor,
Bruce Woodbury, lone incumbent counsillor, Ute Juras as well as new
counsillors, David McKersey, Mike McDonald and Gil DeLorme.

Making our way up the valley, Area F voted Dutch Creek resident,
Wendy Booth into the RDEK Director’s seat and Invermere welcomes
yet another young Mayor in the form of the impressive entrepreneur
and counsillor, Jerry Taft.  Radium, too had it’s own changing of the
guard with Dee Conklin taking over the position of Mayor.

Challenges abound, development continues and change has become an
everpresent reality to life in the valley and we put our trust in a new
roster of elected officials to see us through these interesting times.

Poetically Speaking

The Last Watering Hole  by Always Hungry

Fairmont Reads
Book Babe
In keeping with the holidays, and the range of family dynamics
that ensue, Jennifer Haigh takes on issues of family in The
Condition .  The diagnosis of a daughter’s genetic condition that
inhibits her physical maturity provides the backdrop for a
family’s disintegration and ultimately, redemption. A father,
career obsessed; a mother, repressed and unwavering in her
formality and connection to her upper class ancestry; an
overachieving eldest son, the afflicted daughter; and a stoner
youngest brother; find their way home despite betrayal, heart-
break and isolation.  Haigh leads us effortlessly through frac-
tured and strained family ties, providing insightful glimpses into
the individual lives as they progress, through professional
successes and personal failures.  An easy read, real life with
something of a tidy bow at the end.


