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George J. Blisner

Poetically Speaking

With the annual Birthday- Happy Birthday, GJB- our regular columnist is MIA for his usual column.
However there’s still a lot going on so be sure to keep your eyes peeled for notices around the area.  In the
meantime, though, do be sure to make it to the Canada Day festivities up at the Ski Hill, July 1st from 1-6pm.
And of course, there’s And remember, July marks the return of last year’s popular HoodStock , alongside The
Hoodoos Grill for a great day of food, fun, sun and tremendous tunes, Saturday July 12th from noon to 11pm.
Featured will be McCuiag, The Honeyman’s, Thinking Man, The Halfsacks and more... and who knows, maybe a
surprise up and coming band!  Lookout folks, summer is here!
Get out and enjoy the fun!!
Mark your calendars!  June 30th marks the beginning of Kootenay Rockaganza Tour, a
collaborative effort to rock put on by Fundamental Event Marketing Inc.  Six bands featuring
the valleys favourite band, McCuaig.  Six venues throughout  the valley and lots of rocking
and rolling.

“Experience is what you get when you didn’t get what you wanted.”  The words of a dying man.
Carnegie Mellon Computer Science Professor, Randy Pausch, in his, The Last Lecture, provides us
with any number of such relevant gems.  Gems he reminds us need to be considered in our day-to-
day lives, not just when we’re facing our demise, premature or otherwise.  Diagnosed with pancre-
atic cancer in 2007, Pausch was given two to four months of good health and the knowledge that
survival rates of patients with this kind of terminal cancer did not exceed five years.
The Last Lecture he gave at Carnegie Mellon, and this subsequent little gem of a book, was not
about dying. It was about “Really Achieving Your Childhood Dreams”.  He makes a concerted
effort right off the bat to establish that the focus would not be about his illness, but about what
really matters, those things that move us towards our dreams and a fulfilled, happy life.  Specifi-
cally, time, “because time is all you have... and you may find one day that you have less than you think.”;
overcoming obstacles; gratitude; and something particularly close to his heart, enabling the dreams
of others.
With intelligence, humour and incredible candor, Pausch allows us to take what he knows as a
husband and father of three young children facing the last months of his life and try to apply them
to our own lives, understanding the human capacity to ignore these fundamentals until often it’s
too late.

A CABIN IN THE WOODS

Beauty is here
Woods deep

With timbers that grow tall,
Like hereabout,

By the river and this home
That was so fashioned

From their rough hewn death
That their very scent

Still fills the air,
And

Their falling
Still echoes loudly

In the woods,
And our minds,

And
We poets dream

Of their past glories
And their hereunder lying.

-
The civilized accoutrements

Of music
Comfort

A light here
For this tree or that

Only accentuate
The well ordered planning

Of the man who built it
Within

The raw treed beauty
Of these tall timbered woods.

-
Though a mower might echo

The grasses death
It comes to a new life

In the refreshing breath
Of its ending

And finds me looking across
To the wet stone river walls

Shining in the last
Reflected rays of this day.

Written by:

Elaine Sell Prefontaine
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Stock up on great used books at the BIG Book Sale on

Saturday, July 19, 2008, 8:30am-2:30pm at the Invermere

Community Hall.  Books are sorted into categories so book

lovers will find great treasurers. Sponsored by Friends of

Invermere Public Library , all funds support

library programs.

Please bring your gently used books to the library before July 17.

For further information, please contact:
Lynda Tutty
BIG Book Sale Committee
341-3185

Movie Me
OK, so it’s not going to be all blue skies and sunshine.  And when the weather’s not
cooperating or you just want to hunker down and be entertained, there’s always an
opportunity to enjoy a flick here and there this summer.  For those of you into a little
creative interpretation of history... and some eye candy on the side, you might check out
The Other Boleyn Girl starring a pair of young It-Girl Hollywood starlets and the so very
lovely Eric Bana.  I did say eye candy... and I didn’t mean Hollywood starlets.
Based on the novel by Philippa Gregory and directed by Justin Chadwick, of I’m not sure
what other directorial accomplishments, The Other Boleyn Girl takes us back to King Henry
and the dangerous and thrilling life at court. Oh, there’s sex, illigitimate children, sex,
deception, Henry’s fall from a horse and the desperate and strange almost implication of
incest.  Oh my.  Amongst it all we do get some idea of Henry’s anxiety in the inception of
The Church of England and what he might have gone through making the separation from
the Roman Catholic Church.  Not being particularly familiar with the Boleyn girls, well
with sisters like that... um, anyways, you get the idea.  Dear Anne ends the movie without a
head. And of course, there’s Eric Bana.  While I know this movie was panned by critics and
received a prestigious Rotton Tomato award, it actually kept me awake.  I can sleep through
Transformers, 300 and any of the Harry Potters, so I feel this says something.  It was fluff.
Entertaining fluff.  Oh... did I mention Eric Bana?
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Another Restaurant Review
By Always Hungry

Getting To Know You:
Tracy Connery... The Editor

Pet of the Month

What with everybody all busy with the end of school
and other beginning of summer goings on, finding a
willing victim for the monthly Q and A proved rather
difficult.  So for kicks, I thought ‘what the heck’, let’s
give readers a little peek into the life of Yours Truly.
And what a life it is!
How long have you lived here? 8 years, this
go’round.  I spent my teens in Windermere.
Married? Kids? Yes... and yes.  Two boys, aged 9 and
6.  One girl, 4 years.  A big dog.
What do you do?   Wife.  Mother.  Photographer.
Editor/Writer/Photographer/Publisher of this here
Gazette.
Hobbies? Homeschooling- Mwaahahaah!! A little
silversmithing.  Surfing the Internet for porn- I mean,
educational information.  My house. Running... ugh.
Where did you live before settling here in the
valley?  In suburban Washington, DC,  USA.
What is the best part about living here?  The relative
simplicity.  My neighbors and neighborhood.
Knowing people when I go to the store.  No fast food!
Favourite food?  Pizza. Shrimp Salad Rolls. Tony’s
Greek Grill.  Oh... and Pizza.

In angry protest against ridiculous fuel prices (and as such, other inflationary
pressures), I respectfully join the hungry masses whom, when faced with
rapidly rising costs, readily turn to alternate means. In fact, I am so weary
from ordering pizza that I can hardly make it to the door to answer the
delivery guy. And trust me, my BBQ and microwave have been working like
beavers after a one hundred year flood.
But alas, despite price gouging at the pumps, one needs an occasional break
from preparing meals for the oft ravenous clan. Which brings me to the real
theme of this review – where to eat outside, whilst keeping the fragile,
trembling dollar securely inside one’s wallet.
For starters, Smoking Waters Café  does a consistent job of providing value
and quality for the money. Under new ownership, the fresh faces at this
café/eatery are increasingly going home-made and hearty. Don’t expect a
dinner-for-four type of experience, but if a generous serving of soup or a lunch
combo is what it takes to satisfy, then the appetite can be easily quelled here.
So stay close and stay healthy, try to make it over to The Waters once in
awhile.
Hoodoos Grill and Lounge  is always worth considering. The prices are higher
on the scale compared to most of the local fair but the quality and arrangement
of the ingredients are worth it. I must also take time here to mention the
always charming service, relaxing décor and stunning patio. If you are really
looking for a tasty deal, check out Wing Nite on Wednesday’s. The Hoodoo
does an admirable, in fact, commendable job, of providing quality and value
when it comes to serving up the “wow popular” wing. I strongly recommend
the hot wings; yes they carry some killer zing but you get to drink a whole jug
of beer per basket.
Considering the topic of this article, the clubhouse at Coy‘s Par 3 mustn’t be
over-looked. It has been a valuable member of the local culture for ages and
always scores well on the value meter. I have written favorably about Coy‘s
in the past with a heavy emphasis on the service, the views off the patio and
the menu (in that order). Very little, if anything, has changed since then. The
views and the staff are still magnificent and the menu continues to attract the
breakfast, beef and beer crowd (although not necessarily in that order). If a
filling meal is what you seek after golf (or just to dine out), put your calorie
counter away, treat yourself and check out Coy‘s. Chances are, just like last
year or the year before, you and your wallet will be happy that you did.

What’s up Puuu-uuussy Cat... Wo-oh-oh-ohhhh.
Say ‘hello’ to Taz and Case.  Two cool, music lovin’ hep cats that enjoy
nothing more than lying around, daily life infused with blues and soul.
Bongos, maraccas and other various forms of percussion providing the
rhythmic soundtrack to their otherwise mellow existence.  After all... If
the King- George- loves music, it is well with the land.  Thank you, Mencius.

If you know a special pet you’d like to introduce to the community, please send
a picture and information:  likes/dislikes, intellectual  or creative pursuits,
human friends, whatever; to: info@frgazette.com


