
FBA News

The Land of Milk and Honey

Greyhound in Fairmont
The Greyhound Bus Depot is located at the HooDoo Resort (345-0205) in
Fairmont.
Greyhound Number 1156 departs Calgary at 5:15, heading Westbound,
with stops in Canmore and Banff, arriving in Invermere at 9:35pm and, here
in Fairmont, at 9:55pm.  Heading Eastbound, Greyhound Number 1156
leaves Fairmont at 10:05am and, with stops in Banff and Canmore, arrives
in Calgary at 2:45pm.
There is the longer overnight route, Number 19, that leaves Calgary at
11:15pm and arrives in Fairmont via Golden at 9:30am.

How does one adequately describe the sound of a newly flourishing community economy railing to a
complete and total halt.  Is it a loud THUNK as the bottom falls out of the possibility of new growth?
Or perhaps, a deafening SCREECH as brakes are slammed on the promise of increasing business dev-
elopment and property values.  Canal Flats, the land of opportunity, or so it has recently come to be
known as investors and homeowners alike make their way south, descending upon the sleepy
little mill community to spend their money.  Inexpensive property, homes and lots, in a community
quietly on the move with a lovely beach and one of only a few boat launches on Columbia Lake, 365
degree views, a gateway to Kootenay National Park and abundant opportunities for the best in out-
door recreation.  What more could you ask?   Well, over the past twelve months, the tide has certainly
changed.  Abruptly. You can see it in local business- closures and dramatic decreases in sales.  You
can see it in the abandoned building sites.  And you can see it in the numbers of For Sale signs... with
property not moving. All of which having detrimental effects on the essen-
tial services in town, not the least of which being education.
Thanks to the efforts of a new and eager administrator and an eager, though
inexperienced Council, and the newly instituted and highly controversial
and bitterly divisive Bylaw No. 82, any development, big or small, has be-
come prohibitively difficult and costly.  The Bylaw, common to many mun-
icipalities in the province, requires developers, in this case, anyone applying
for a building permit, to provide infrastructure such as curb and gutter, side-
walks, and outdoor light fixtures.
At the May 20th meeting of a newly created community group, organized to
deal more effectively with council, particularly on this issue, the frustration
was palpable and citizens were open about their feelings of

2008 Fairmont & Area Map Pads are now available!

We are proud to be partner to this year’s Canada Day
Celebration, Tuesday, July 1st held by Fairmont Hot Springs
Resort, at the Fairmont Ski Hill.
The last meeting before we break for summer will be Tuesday,
June 3rd at 5:30 pm at the Columere Park Marina.  The new
Executive for the coming year will be elected.

Regular meetings resume again in September.
 If you would like any other information on membership or the
activities of the FBA, please contact Wendy at 345-4550 or
wendy@ColumbiaRafting.com.

Fairmont & District Lions

The Annual Garage Sale will again be held at StorEdge storage
in Windermere on Hwy93/95, Saturday, July 12th.  If you have
items to donate contact Ray at 345-9572 or Norbert at 342-1159.
Meetings are every 2nd and 4th Monday of every month.

Contributions
If you have a story idea, a non-profit event notice, a special Thank
You or have a field of interest or expertise you would like to share
with our community please contact Tracy at info@frgazette.com or
345-4002. You’re contributions are what will keep this publication
fresh and interesting!

If you are interested in advertising in the Fairmont
Range Gazette please contact Tracy at 345-4002 or
info@frgazette.com .
Birthday and Anniversary notices are FREE!
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powerlessness.  Around 40 people attended, in addition to local
developers.  A handful of council members, including adminis-
trator, Rob Sabine, were also in attendance and commended on
their courage, considering the anger prevailing.  As the meeting
progressed, Mr. Sabine faced the frustrated crowd to address
concerns, particularly that regarding the controversy surround-
ing curb and gutter, stating decisively,  “Drainage is every-
thing.” The reception was less than warm.
The overwhelming sentiment among attendees was one of
complete frustration in feeling as though they were not being
heard, the 10 minutes strictly alotted to the issue at the last
council meeting a popular example, and continued despite
attending council members attempts at explanation.
The community understands the importance of upgrades and
continues to express their desire to see the priority put on town
core revitalization- a better use of resources.  They were also
quick to remind council that part of the appeal of Canal Flats to
those interested in investing, is how it does NOT resemble the
suburban model being implemented with Bylaw 82.
Certainly, it cannot be denied, that everyone citizenry and
Council alike, are all acting in what they feel are in the best
interests of the town of Canal Flats.  Currently, they just travel
very divergent paths.  It is the hope of the new community group
that together they can start to consider solutions in dealing with
Council, not just the problems.
Given the acrimony expressed, it may take a while...

 FREE

Advertising
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Two trips everyday to Edgewater, Radium, Invermere, Fairmont and
Canal Flats.
One by-request trip each on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday between
Radium, Invermere and Fairmont.  In addition to the local transit service,
Health Connections, a service partnership that provides transportation
options and access to non-emergency medical appointments, will continue
in addition to the new transit system.
Fares:  Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $2.00   Regional:  $2.50
Child, under 5 years:   Free

Monthly: Adult/Student/Senior $42.00
Sheet of 10 Tickets:  Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $15.00  Regional:  $18.00

For more information and schedule details visit: www.busonline.ca
Telephone: 1-877-343-2461, or pick up Rider’s Guide on the Bus and at
local businesses.

Columbia Valley Transit Schedule

Festivals in Fairmont Abound!
The summer of 2008 is shaping up to be a record breaker in the realm of vibrant, outdoor, festival style  entertainment.   Between
Canada Day and HoodStock , early July provides residents and visitors alike a great taste of local music, art, food and culture to last
the summer.
Fairmont Hot Springs Resort  kicks things off this summer, with their annual Canada Day celebration on Tuesday, July 1st.  This
summer, however, they are adding a new, very welcome twist. The festivities will occur up at the ski hill, from 1 to 6pm, where there
will be live music, kids activities, climbing wall, farmers market and BBQ with a cash bar. At dusk fireworks will be at the usual spot,
the Indian Baths.  Another new element to the day will be a sprint triathlon, starting at 12:00 pm at the Fairmont Hot Springs pools.
Beginning with a 600 metre swim, on to a 7 km mountain bike and finally, a 5 km cross country run, finishing at the events at the ski
hill. The cost $50.00 for individuals, $79.00 for a team. The cost includes an event t-shirt, burger and a beer. To register for the
triathlon you can call 345-4550 or email info@columbiarafting.com  If anyone is interested in volunteering to help with the triathlon,
please let us know. This event is being put on by Fairmont Hot Springs Resort in partnership with the Lions Club, the Business
Association, Fairmont Vacation Villas and Columbia Villa Management.
With the success of last year’s inaugural event under its belt, a mere couple of weeks later, the second annual HoodStock at HooDoo
Field alongside The HooDoo Grill and Lounge takes it’s rightful place as a valley must-do! With the ever popular McCuaig
headlining, HoodStock  is a great vehicle for promoting local music as well as that from throughout the province.  Encouraging
families to come out and enjoy the music, the fun gets started at noon on Saturday, July 12th, and continues until late into the evening
till 11pm, where there will be activities for the kids, vendors, food tent and a small beer garden.  In addition to McCuaig, bands such
as Thinking Man and The Halfsacks of Fairmont, Stand by for the Bomb of Invermere, The Honeymans of Kimberley, The Hip Replacements of
Vernon and Mr. Sparkle of Calgary, along with several more, still to be announced, will be taking the stage for a varied and
entertaining day of music and fun. Do be sure to come armed with sunscreen and umbrellas, because as like last year, it could be a
scorcher.   Tickets can be picked up in advance for $25, children 10 and under are free, at The Hoodoos Grill and Lounge or the gas
station next door.  For more information please call The Grill at 345-2166 or gas station at 345-0205.  Also check out the website for
further details:  www.thehoodoo.com.

Be Bear Aware!
Oh, they’re out there, alright!  Be afraid!  Be very afraid!
OK, not really.  But with several local sightings, do be cautious
and aware.  We all need to be taking extra precautions at this time
of year to protect ourselves and the bears.  Around your home,
check your yard and deck and eliminate any attractants: garbage,
food, birdseed, BBQ grease and empty bottles.  In the
backcountry, or out on the trails? Please visit www.pc.gc.ca/
banff-bears for comprehensive information on bear safety.
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The Spring Highway Clean-up from Coy’s corner to the refuse
station  went very well.  People are being very lazy in handling
their garbage-easier to pitch it out the window of the car.
Don’t forget to get your tickets for the Lion’s Fun Day of Golf at
Coy’s Par 3 on June 14th.  Tickets are available at Coy’s clubhouse
only.  They go quickly so get on down so as not to be
disappointed.
The Golf  Challenge on the par 3 hole at Riverside is very
successful.  One gentleman won’t forget it, as he did not enter and
promptly got a hole in one.  You just never know.....
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With this recent economic uncertainty, combined with the steadily
rising price of gas and ultimately cost of food, as well as people’s
desire to eat food grown closer to home, seed sales are up!  People
are heading back into the garden to grow their own.  Potatoes,
peas, lettuces, herbs and more, they’re all easily grown right in
your own backyard or even simply a container outside your door.
Chances are if you have taken to the earth, your seeds are in.  What
now?  With the help of Mark Cullen dot com, here are a few tips to
best achieve a fruitful, tasty plot, big or small...

Stake your plants for support.  You aren’t the only one who needs
propping up every once and a while.  You’re tomatoes need
support, too and while they may not end up on a therapist’s couch,
they will end up face down in the dirt potentially suffering
sunscald and rot.
Deadhead flowers to encourage repeat blooms.  No, I’m not talking
Jerry Garcia!  You want energy
going into fruit and flower, not
into extraneous growth.
Weed, weed, weed!  Nasty and
seemingly thankless job.  That’s
why I have kids!
Fertilize regularly.  On this
point I, beginning gardener, am
totally clueless.  Probably the
reason after 8 years,  I am still
beginning gardener.
Train climbers to grow where
you want them.  Ah, yes.  Upon
reading this, I immediately ran
out to save my new sweetpeas
from certain death, plastered to
the soil of their flower bed. The
delicate little tendrils now rest
precariously among the lattice.
But they are, in fact, upright.
Water early in the morning or
at dusk, not in the heat of the
day.  Hmmmm... I’ll be sure to
give this a try... mid-day water-
ing is a firmly held family ac-
tivity, after all.

So, here you have it.  No excuses
not to be growing bright, full,
flavourful fruits, veggies and
flowers.  Ummm... yeah, right.
Anyways, all the best to all of
you greenthumbs, including
fellow wannabes. However, if
all else fails, at least we have
neighbor Sharon and Willow
Springs.

Tips & Tricks

Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive
and effective advertising!
Email info@frgazette.com for rates.

Classifieds

Local Affairs

For  Sale:  Mineral Claims Findlay Creek Area .
Slate Stone. Building & masonry slate, varied size chunks, blocks,
crushable slate & fill. Excellent for fireplaces, patios, landscaping &
waterscapes. Rust, sienna, ochre, umber & slate gray colors. Good
access.
62 acre claim $20,000; 254 acre claim $50,000.
Elaine:  (250) 345-6271; e-mail: elainesclaims@shaw.ca

Grow With It!

Dutch Creek Bridge

Kevin Richter
Regional Director
Southern Interior District
Ministry of Transportation
447 Columbia Street
Kamloops, BC
V1C 2T3

Jack Bennetto
Rocky Mountain District Manager
Ministry of Transportation
129-10th Ave South
Cranbrook, BC
V1C 2N1

Kelly Beriault
District Transportation Engineer
Ministry of Transportation
129-10th Ave South
Cranbrook, BC
V1C 2N1

Honorable Kevin Falcon,
Minister of Transportation
Room 306
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC
V8V 1X4

The work has begun on the old bridge to prepare it for motor traffic
once again.  It’s not an ideal solution, but one we’ll likely have for
the forseeable future.   It appears we will have a bridge to
accomodate seperately, north and southbound traffic, so do watch
for signage announcing new traffic flow.  Take note of the contacts
below, as action is still encouraged while they continue to contem-
plate the costs of replacing the original structure altogether, the
ideal solution for this busy and steadily growing community.

Incorporation Study Columbia Lake Provincial Park
As with any letter writing campaign to initiate change, persistent
and consistent effort on the part ot the constituents is necessary.
Columbia Lake Provincial Park exists.  You will find it on any map
Go to the provinces web site and you will find it, plain as day.
However, try to actually get there... well, unless you are pretty
familiar with that side of the lake, good luck.  With a little TLC,
the resources for which have been offered by various local
organizations, this space can become a valuable, respected and
well-utilized asset to the community.  There is a study ongoing,
weighing all the various issues impeding the process, not the least
of which is the Ktunaxa cultural claims to the land.  We’d like to
think that there needn’t be mutual exclusivity in a limited
development and use of this unique area.  If you are interested in
writing in show of support, or to share your viewpoint on the
issue, please write:

Honourable Barry Penner, Ministry of Environment, PO Box 9047,
Stn. Prov. Gov’t, Victoria, BC  V8W 9E2.
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For those of you following the progress of pursuing a study for
Fairmont’s municipal incorporation, you can relax for the summer...
and the forseeable future.  As evidenced in the response from
Honorable Ida Chong, Minister of Community Services below, nothing
is going to happen.
Despite the community’s frustration with the ineffectiveness of current
avenues for dealing with local issues, and the desire to explore other
options, expressed explicitly in The Fairmont Community
Association’s appeal to the Minister for the study, the request was
denied flat.
Issues brought to light in The Association’s request for the study
included: the feeling of being poorly represented regionally and
provincially; the lack of public parks, trails and facilities; affordable
housing; managing safe movement of pedestrian traffic in and around
Fairmont, particularly as it pertains to the highway; and perhaps most
importantly, given the tremendous projected growth in our area, many
just simply want to get the process of becoming a community
underway- certainly, at least the process of testing the waters for
municipal viability.  The Minister effectively blew off the request,
simply deflecting each rationale for considering the study back to the
appropriate managing body, ie: the RDEK and MOT.  One wonders,
with the question of a valley incorporation study gaining traction, if
there aren’t other factors at work.

Thank you for your letter of March 31, 2008, regarding the interests of the Fairmont
Community Association (Association) in undertaking a study to examine the
implications of municipal incorporation for the community of Fairmont Hot Springs
(Fairmont).

You identified several issues in your letter which you feel give reason to proceed with
a municipal incorporation study.  Although these are important issues to many
residents of Fairmont it is not clear that municipal incorporation offers a vehicle for
actually addressing the majority.

With regard to the issue of recreation, I note that the Regional District of East
Kootenay (RDEK) attempted to create a community parks and trails service for the
Fairmont area in 2006.  It is clear that the community does not support the proposal
since more than 20 percent of the electors were unprepared to authorize the RDEK
Board to proceed without a referendum.  The RDEK Board subsequently decided not
to proceed.

The question of safe interchanges, crosswalks and pedestrian movement on the
highway are the responsibility of the Ministry of Highways, regardless of whether a
community incorporates or not.  In addition, the water and sewer systems are not
publicly owned and, therefore, a municipality would have no involvement in those
services.

With regard to the issue of affordable housing for seniors, working families and local
staff; there are many factors that determine whether it will proceed, such as property
values, market economics and investment incentives.

For these reasons, and those identified in previous correspondence from the Ministry
of Community Services, I do not support the initiation of an incorporation study for
Fairmont Hot Springs at this time.  I would encourage the Association to work with
the bodies and agencies that are able to address each of these issues.

Thank you, again, for writing to me about this matter.

Sincerely,
Ida Chong, FCGA
Minister

Music- It’s Huge Value to a Growing Child
As people head out with their families to enjoy sunny afternoons
basking in our local music, I wanted to share my own recent
musical experience with some enthusiastic youngsters.
Last month my fellow band members of Late, Pat Hess, guitar and
vocals, Franz Grasegger, accordion and vocals and myself,
percussion and vocals, had the opportunity to play for fourteen
preschoolers (3,4 and 5 year olds) and two adults at The Little
Badger Early Learning Center at the Akisqnuk First Nation Band
offices.
I was awed by how each child had a distinct identity but when it
came to listening to our music they were as one.  You could feel
them absorb our sound as a unit and when playing with my
percussion instruments- rattles, as one child said- making their
sound in their own individual way.
It was truly inspiring to see and feel.
This week I had the opportunity to see August Rush, one of the
most beautifully created depictions of how a child can see and feel
music all around himself.  Conversely, Mr. Holland’s Opus, showed
us how the bureaucracy has taken away music from children in
favour of academics and conventional careers.  I so wish I had had
more than one year of theory in school.
August Rush shows how a child sees and creates music with his
soul and spirit to reach out.  A must to see for both parents and
children alike, August Rush is a statement of the importance of
music to a childs growth.  We certainly saw the impact of sharing
our own music and how it has the potential to help their growth
threefold.

Thank You,
George Blisner, Fairmont

Happy Birthday, Auntie M!Happy Birthday, Auntie M!Happy Birthday, Auntie M!Happy Birthday, Auntie M!Happy Birthday, Auntie M!
June 25thJune 25thJune 25thJune 25thJune 25th

Letters

For  Sale:  1998 29.5’ Jayco Fifth Wheel: Super Slide. RK,
excellent condition, many extras, low mileage  17,999.00
OBO, no GST.  345-2164
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Trims and Treasures Esthetics Studio:  is looking to expand it’s
team of Professionals!  We are looking for Experienced, Self
Motivated, Energetic, Stylist, Manicure & Pedicure Specialists.
Email resume to info@trimsandtreasures.ca

Write a Letter....
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FFFFFathers!  Happy Day!athers!  Happy Day!athers!  Happy Day!athers!  Happy Day!athers!  Happy Day!
SundaySundaySundaySundaySunday, May 15th, May 15th, May 15th, May 15th, May 15th


