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Music & Entertainment Round-Up
George J. Blisner

Poetically Speaking

Welcome folks, to June’s Juggernaut of Jubilant Jiving Musical Happenings in our flowering valley(finally!).  May
went out with a bang at Buds Bar & Lounge  with Free Flo, a classy show on Saturday, the 31st.  Also, Cold
Driven’s performance on the 18th hurt my ears but didn’t ‘blow my ass off’.  I must commend Shelley on the
wonderful job of refurbishing and The Madson Lounge  is a name well thought.  Pernell Reichert & the Hard
Drinkers at the Hoodoos Grill & Lounge and Coco Love at Pynelogs presented by On Top Productions, were also
very entertaining in their own rights.
Now, on to June’s Juggernaut of Jubilant Jiving Music.  At Bud’s Bar & Lounge,  June 29th, a valley happening
for two local bands and all their fans.  Stand by For The Bomb is having their long awaited CD release and starting
the show, is the official coming out- I mean, debut- of Thinking Man.  Four local Fairmont boys that are sure to
make you smile and groove!  Deb at On Top Productions is bringing the new Norah Jones of rhythm
and blues, Heather Blush & Her Trio to Pinelogs June 19th.  Also at Pinelogs June 6th, The Columbia
Valley Arts Council is featuring Diane McIntosh: pianist, composer and champion of Canadian contem-
porary music.  Angus Mctoogles Restaurant & Bar  is featuring local muscians as usual, Thursdays
and Fridays.  The Station Pub  hosts Weird Gal’s Karaoke on Saturdays throughout June.
The Whitehouse Pub  has Midnight Mayhem Karaoke on Thusdays and their new, exciting battle
of the bands (BYOB- Bring Your Own Band), Guitar Hero style, on Saturday. Be sure to come
out and watch Phil try his hand at being a rock star.  Closer to home, we have another CD
release by locals at the Sportman’s Pub  at Riverside Golf Course, on June 13th, where The Halfsacks
will show you their new style.  Good luck guys.  Also at Riverside is the world renowned jam
sesssion on Thursdays with John Cronin & Friends.  Up at The Farside Pub & Eatery,  the amazing
Weird Gal does her karaoke feats on Tuesdays and Ken the DJ  rocks your socks off on Fridays.
Last but not least, over at the Hoodoos Grill & Lounge , Howlin’ Dan & the Riondels (guess
where they’re from) is rolling on the 7th.  Rory is bringing a hypnotist on the 11th and then
to top the whole month off, June 24th (which is someone else’s birthday besides St. Jean the
Bapiste),  Hoodoo Productions is featuring that ever up-and-coming band, with its original
blues, rock and funk sound with baffles and a new surprise bass player, Late (yes, I do still
get to play).  And that is just the beginning of the valley’s JJJJ!
Mark your calendars!  June 30th marks the beginning of Kootenay Rockaganza Tour, a
collaborative effort to rock put on by Fundamental Event Marketing Inc.  Six bands featuring
the valleys favourite band, McCuaig.  Six venues throughout  the valley and lots of rocking
and rolling.  Check it out at .  And remember, July is the return of last year’s popular HoodStock ,
July 12th-guess where- featuring McCuiag, The Honeyman’s, Thinking Man, The Halfsacks and more...
and who knows, maybe a surprise up and coming band!  Lookout folks, summer is here!
Enjoy and good music to all. Woow!

Oh my... It was with gleeful anticipation that I cracked this month’s read.  In fact, I
was so giddy in my excitement, at one point my husband actually forbade me from
reading this selection.  Heh.  Even better.
As I expected, as did reluctant husband, journalist, Fareed Zakaria’s The Post-
American World , inspired many a lively conversation.  Oh, and did I mention,
husband is not only reluctant, but American? Heh.
Zakaria, editor of Newsweek International, takes on the reality of what were once
marginalized, stagnating or at best, oh so very slowly developing nations, now
finding their economic legs and challenging the United States for a spot at the top of
the heap.  While his focus is more about the recent rapid development of these other
nations rather than a United States in decline, he does touch on the broad history of
ebb and tide in the evolution of power and empire over the past centuries, and the
intricacies involved.  In doing so, among listing various possible facets responsible
for the decline of the British Empire, he underscores the parallels between the slow
and steady atrophy of the British power base following the unexpected strains of
the Boer War, and the undeniable impact, internationally and domestically, of the
ongoing American conflict in Iraq.
While Zakaria makes mention of many countries, Brazil, Russia and South Africa
chief among them, China and India top the list of some 130 nations comprising “the
rise of the rest”.  It is the question of how the west, and most specifically the United
States, conforms and adapts to this new world of competing powers.  Powers that
engage formidable populations with new and increasing economic and consumptive
capacities.  If the United States and other western nations embrace these inevitable
changes, the rise in power and influence of other, once benign nations, choosing to
seize opportunities in this new picture of true globilization, with increasing interna-
tional equity, Zakaria is optimistic.  In making his point, he draws upon recent
economic challenges in the US, that could have been catastrophic without the
support (read: bailouts) of these emerging nations. China, in particular.
Does globilization mean Westernization?  The impacts of western influence, most
obviously: language, dress and popular culture; are increasingly evident.  The
question to these nations on the rise:  In the face of adapting and growing into a
world undeniably influenced fundamentally by all things western, and over the past
century, largely American, how to compete and engage internationally while still
maintaining individual culture and healthy sense of nationalism?
According to Zakaria, apparently consistently accurate in his analysis of interna-
tional affairs, a fundamental shift has begun.  Can the Americans- government,
business and people- accept it?

SHUSWAP

Rain
Friday the thirteenth

And now
I’ll draw upon

Those memories
Of Shuswap Lake

With you.
Memories almost obscured

By today’s clouds.
—

Hot rocks underfoot,
Sunshine dazzling

The lake’s bathtub water,
Secluded barbeque beaches,

Solitude,
One lone canoer,

A few mountain streams
We found

And drank from.
—

I remember the first night
We took the boat out

And darkness chased us back.
Thump, thump, thump

We planed across the lake,
Warm air hitting our faces,

Caressing our bodies,
Towards a hazy paradise

We were just discovering.
—

I remember your elation
That first night out,

And mine,
And the next day

The sun shone on more beauty
And browned our bodies tan

To make us belong
To something

Our souls had never left.
—

The Spirits were up there those days
Sitting in the tall dark pines

Watching us,
Hiding in the wind

Touching us,
Controlling the lake

You challenged.
—

Oh, I long for it all,
And to one day return

To these indelible memories.
—

Written by:
Elaine Sell Prefontaine

August 13, 1971
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Another Restaurant Review
By Always Hungry

Getting To Know You:
Diana and Kevin Moore

Pet of the Month

So very friendly, not to mention life savers for last
minute gifties, Diana and Kevin Moore are wonderful
examples of prairie transplants!  But how much do
you  really know about the smiling faces behind the
counter?!
How long have you lived here? 2.5 years.
Married? Kids? Married to each other.  A cat named
Rusty (the one hooked on HGTV).
What do you do?   Own and operate The Fairmont
Village Gift Shop in The Fairmont Village Mall.
Kevin works part-time at Sobey’s as well.
Hobbies? We play mixed Slo-Pitch and are planning
to golf more this summer. We use lots of phone
minutes keeping up with family and friends back
home;
Where did you live before settling here in the
valley?  We are both from Saskatoon.
What is the best part about living here?  Can’t pick
just one... more moderate climate; very friendly
people; we feel part of a community; learning lots
about Mother Nature and her critters.
Favourite food?  Steak & garlic shrimp; Cheetos are
the primo snack; popcorn is a close 2nd.

My boss, Tracy, sent me to do a review on the newly minted Pynelogs Café,
located right on the lake in Inveremere, but I couldn’t pull it off. I tried on two
separate occasions to get a table over lunch but both times the place was
throbbing with happy diners. I guess that a slight wait is to be expected-
suggesting great food - and that in itself is a short but complimentary review.
Fact is though, I never wait for a table because, I am, after all, always hungry.
Speaking of my boss, she has informed me that a wee sample of the Gazette‘s
readership are not always pleased with the way I arrange words. It seems that
the tone and/or content of my monthly contribution is perceived by some as
being unfair, overly harsh and too negative. In response to my tearful critics, I
must point out that a vast majority of my reviews are extremely favourable. I
mean really, the chance of yours truly encountering a perfect meal 100 % of the
time is of course non –existent, in this valley or anywhere else. Besides, at the
end of the day I owe it to the hungry masses to paint what I see, or in this case,
pen what I eat.
So, to meet my deadline and to (hopefully) prevent anymore mascara from
running, I am working feverishly writing about a place that consistently
deserves rave reviews. I speak of Tony‘s Greek Grill , thankfully located right
here in Fairmont. What is so dang-diddly-darn good about Tony‘s, you
wonder? Well, to turn the worthy praise down a notch, it‘s the food Flanders.
And just as importantly, Tony‘s has everything else that wins the belly of a
customer and keeps him/her coming back for more. The prices are reasonable.
The service and the people who cheerfully work there are exceptional. The
place is welcoming, clean and comfortable. The patio is beautiful; filled with
flowers and music.
To be honest, my only complaint is that on occasion Tony‘s is a little busy and
thus, even I, who remember is always hungry, must wait. So I lied about never
waiting for a table – Tony‘s is an exception I‘ll happily make.

It appears Fairmont has run out of pets!  I can’t imagine it’s really true...
we maintain such a long honoured tradition of pet-friendliness.  Unless,
as in the story, The Golden Compass, there is such a terror as Gobblers
roaming our fair streets.  However, instead of innocent children as prey,
these heartless Gobblers steal away our precious ‘best friends’ from
under our very noses.  Nothing less than tragedy, I say!

?
Assuming your pet has not been the unwitting victim of the nasty Gobblers,
please let us know.  If you know a special pet you’d like to introduce to the
community, please send a picture and information:  likes/dislikes, intellectual
or creative pursuits, human friends, whatever; to: info@frgazette.com

New Contest!
The Fairmont Range Gazette is looking for fish stories!  The best story!

The one that got away. The biggest- with picture as proof, of course.
A great time out with the kids. Near death experience with wildlife.

Whatever. You just gotta be fishin’!
The best story will be featured in The Gazette and you’ll receive a

$20 gift certificate to Boyd’s Seafood Restaurant  in Calgary!
Send your submissions to info@frgazette.com.

wwwwwwwwwwwwwww .fr.fr.fr.fr.fr gggggazetazetazetazetazet te.comte.comte.comte.comte.com
Visit us for recent and archived issues as well as updated
information.  Interesting changes coming soon!


