
FBA News

Portrait of a Local- Billy Brown

Greyhound in Fairmont
The Greyhound Bus Depot is located at the HooDoo Resort (345-0205) in
Fairmont.
Greyhound Number 1156 departs Calgary at 5:15, heading Westbound,
with stops in Canmore and Banff, arriving in Invermere at 9:35pm and, here
in Fairmont, at 9:55pm.  Heading Eastbound, Greyhound Number 1156
leaves Fairmont at 10:05am and, with stops in Banff and Canmore, arrives
in Calgary at 2:45pm.
There is the longer overnight route, Number 19, that leaves Calgary at
11:15pm and arrives in Fairmont via Golden at 9:30am.

A prodigious life, one that can only be summarized here, businessman and golfer extraordinaire, Billy
 Brown, resident of Fairmont Hot Springs for the past fifteen years, was born at a time when gas cost
12 cents a gallon and a new car was  $360 dollars.  Billy hales from Winnipeg, Manitoba where he
started golfing at age five and was caddying by age 7 at St. Charles Golf and Country Club which
used to be his grandfathers farm.  Billy was the Manitoba Junior Golf Champion in 1943 and at age
16 playing hockey signed a "C" form with the New York Rangers.
Shortly thereafter he put his golf and hockey careers on hold with the war when he joined the Royal
Canadian Navy after padding his age to the recruitment officer.  Billy was assigned to a Motor Tor-
pedo Boat (MTB) in the English Channel when he was injured from shrapnel from the straffing of his
guns magazine.  While convalescing in a hospital in Scotland, Billy volunteered to go to the Pacific.
He was stationed on the newly commissioned Canadian crusier the HMCS Ontario.  On the HMCS
Ontario, which was in service until 1958, Billy served as a visual signalman
and was in Hong Kong for the Japanese surrender on December 19, 1945.
By December 1st, 1945 he had traveled the world.  He turned only 19.  After
the war, that same December, Billy went home to Manitoba and was dis-
charged a couple of months later.  He met his wife Maureen in the summer
of 1946.  In 1948, he found himself with the railway working for CNR as a
swithman.  In the winter he made money playing hockey with the Winnipeg
 Monarchs.  Working nights, he spent his summer days as a golf pro.
He and Maureen married in 1951.  Billy played with Canadian Hall of
Famer, Al Balding in the 1952 Canadian Open and afterwards they travel-
led together as touring pros.  There is a picture of Billy at Augusta watching
Arnold Palmer play the 1955 Masters.  Billy was the

2008 Fairmont & Area Map Pads will soon be available!
The Fairmont Business Association has resumed its regular
monthly meetings.  March’s meeting saw a great turnout of
members.  Consider joining us for thoughtful consideration and
discussion of the various issues relevant to business and
business people here in our community.
Join our Texas Scramble!  The Annual General Meeting will be
held at Mountainside Golf Course, Sunday, May 4th at 3pm,
with guest speaker, Pat McCormick, to be followed directly by
golf and dinner.  $30/person and $50/couple.  Please contact
Wendy below for reservations.  If you would like any other
information on membership or the activities of the FBA, please
contact Wendy at 345-4550 or wendy@ColumbiaRafting.com.

Fairmont & District Lions
The Lions will be participating in the Spring Highway Clean-up
from Coy’s corner to the refuse station on Saturday, May 10th.
The Fun Day of Golf  will be on Saturday,  June 14th, with
details to follow.  Tickets will only be available at Coy’s Par 3
clubhouse.
The Annual Garage Sale will again be held at StorEdge storage
in Windermere on Hwy93/95, Saturday, July 12th.  If you have
items to donate contact Ray at 345-9572 or Norbert at 342-1159.
Meetings are every 2nd and 4th Monday of every month.

Contributions
If you have a story idea, a non-profit event notice, a special Thank
You or have a field of interest or expertise you would like to share
with our community please contact Tracy at info@frgazette.com or
345-4002. You’re contributions are what will keep this publication
fresh and interesting!

If you are interested in advertising in the Fairmont
Range Gazette please contact Tracy at 345-4002 or
info@frgazette.com .
Birthday and Anniversary notices are FREE!
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Just Broad-Bandied About

golf pro at Assiniboine Golf and Country Club continuing to
work nights at the railway.  He went to Tuxedo Golf Course in
1961 as a teaching pro and took over the golf range.  In the
winter the family went to California where his wife's mother
lived in Long Beach.  Billy would tour, playing golf.  With Jim
Davis, Billy Brown wrote a golf instructional book in 1963.
One of Billy's students at Tuxedo was future Canadian Golf
Hall of Famer, Effie Mason.  She publicly thanked Billy for
straightening out her iron play in the Winnipeg Free Press on
June 20, 1962.  In 1963 Brown held the Champion of the Mani-
toba Open Pro-Am title, beating future Hall of Famer, George
Knudson, in a playoff.  In the 1967 Canadian PGA Billy Brown
led the first round.  In a newspaper interview, Billy declined to
give his age telling the newspaper interviewer he was "under
forty".
After retiring as Superintendant of Transportation for CNR in
Winnipeg, Billy started a commercial Real Estate Business in
Edmonton.  He operated Wilown Industries from 1980 to 1990,
manufacturing shale shaker screens for the oil rigs.  He's been
involved in a plethora of business's including Brown Suburu of
Edmonton from 1987 to 1991.
A local resident since 1993, Billy also has owned a house in
Phoenix since 1984 where he winters.  In addition to spending
time with his three children,six grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren, he still regularly shoots his age and enjoys
teaching golf down south in the winter at Oakwood Country
Club in Sun Lakes.

If it hasn’t yet been effectively seared into the Fairmont consciousness, perhaps allow me the pleasure then, of driving it in with a
blunt stick.  The prospect of broadband in Fairmont continues to linger and for those of us in favour of the service, this repeated
bludgeoning over the community’s collective granite skull, serves as a good thing.  However before those of you ever so content with
your existing service, run, tearing to shreds this pithy rag, screaming successive expletives- in tongues- please bear with me and
carefully consider that local communities and businesses are presently signing on and perhaps these points, as recently presented by
Mark Halwa of NanoFibre, to the Fairmont Business Association, might help clarify any persistent lack of understanding:   Fibre
services are simply better. Fibre optic networks can deliver more services with higher quality and increased security. Fibre can deliver multiple
high definition TV channels (without picture quality degradation), telephone service that is crystal clear and much faster, symmetrical data
transfer (i.e. same speed up and down). Telephone networks cannot deliver HDTV signals and both telephone and cable network speeds are reduced
by about 75% when uploading.  Prices are cheaper. The fibre optic network being built by NanoFibre in the Columbia Valley is “open access”
which means any company can offer services, and they all compete with one another. Even Telus and Shaw are welcome to offer their services on the
NanoFibre network and compete with the other Service Providers. With open competition, consumers win. TV, phone and internet will be about
$25/month less on the NanoFibre network. $25/month for the rest of your life is a lot of money.  One cable does it all. Shaw and Telus both want to
put unique, competing cables into your home and neither offer each others’ services. NanoFibre can offer any Service Provider’s services on their
fibre optic cable. It doesn’t make sense to have a different airport for every airline, why have different wires for each service?

 FREE
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Two trips everyday to Edgewater, Radium, Invermere, Fairmont and
Canal Flats.
One by-request trip each on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday between
Radium, Invermere and Fairmont.  In addition to the local transit service,
Health Connections, a service partnership that provides transportation
options and access to non-emergency medical appointments, will continue
in addition to the new transit system.
Fares:  Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $2.00   Regional:  $2.50
Child, under 5 years:   Free

Monthly: Adult/Student/Senior $42.00
Sheet of 10 Tickets:  Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $15.00  Regional:  $18.00

For more information and schedule details visit: www.busonline.ca
Telephone: 1-877-343-2461, or pick up Rider’s Guide on the Bus and at
local businesses.

Columbia Valley Transit Schedule

An Oldie But a Goodie...
Not.  Ok, so it may not be what we want.  And it may not be what we really need.  But it appears the old Dutch Creek bridge will likely
be repaired and operational in time to take the pressure of our local summer traffic.  There have been a rash of well-founded
complaints about the existing Bailey bridge and the inadequate management of traffic flow across the river, so this effort in getting the
original up and working should alleviate some of the concern. However, this too should be considered only a temporary measure
given the growing needs of this developing tourism based community.

Happy Mother’Happy Mother’Happy Mother’Happy Mother’Happy Mother’s Day!s Day!s Day!s Day!s Day!
Sunday, May 11thSunday, May 11thSunday, May 11thSunday, May 11thSunday, May 11th

continued, page 5

Be Bear Aware!
Despite the cold and miserable late winter weather, the season is
upon us!   There have already been several recent local bear
sightings. We all need to be taking extra precautions at this time
of year to protect ourselves and the bears.  Around your home,
check your yard and deck and eliminate any attractants: garbage,
food, birdseed, BBQ grease and empty bottles.  In the
backcountry, or out on the trails? Visit www.pc.gc.ca/banff-bears
for comprehensive information on bear safety.

By Philip Boyer
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And what does May bring?  Fresh new buds?   Getting new plants
an d seeds in the garden?  Sunny afternoons out on the links?  Sure,
quite likely for some of us.  But for most of us- and don’t go
denying it- what May brings is the terrifying, soul mangling
countdown to bathingsuit season.  So, in an effort to soften the
inevitable blow, a mere 8 weeks from now, here are a few tips to
help you get yourself prepared.    Drink peppermint tea... and only
peppermint tea- six cups daily- apparently helped test subjects lose
up to 30 pounds in six weeks.  Buy a hula-hoop...  Beyonce swears
by it.  Arrange a centrepiece of lemons: colour therapy.   Yellow
triggers the same physiological effects as surprise, such as increased
heart and respiratory rates.  The result:    the metabolism
skyrockets by up to 9%!!  Regardless how miserable you feeel about
how fat you are, say positive things to yourself.  And if all these
fail, there’s always the old standby:  eat less... move more.... and , of
course, eat less.  You really can’t go wrong by eating less.

Tips & Tricks

Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?  Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive
and effective advertising!
Email info@frgazette.com for rates.

Classifieds

Local Affairs

For  Sale:  Little Tikes bike trailer/stroller, holds two children,
great condition. 345-0348
Wanted:  Tent trailer in good condition. 345-0348

Don’t despair with this crazy weather... It’s May!

Dutch Creek Bridge

Kevin Richter
Regional Director
Southern Interior District
Ministry of Transportation
447 Columbia Street
Kamloops, BC
V1C 2T3

Jack Bennetto
Rocky Mountain District Manager
Ministry of Transportation
129-10th Ave South
Cranbrook, BC
V1C 2N1

Kelly Beriault
District Transportation Engineer
Ministry of Transportation
129-10th Ave South
Cranbrook, BC
V1C 2N1

Honorable Kevin Falcon,
Minister of Transportation
Room 306
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC
V8V 1X4

To The Ministry’s credit, it appears they have responded to the
plight of our Dutch Creek Bridge fiasco.  The government agency,
in its infinite wisdom has made the decision to do at least the
minimum to ensure there isn’t a perpetual cluster- &*%$ crossing
Dutch Creek.  However, we are talking about the minimum so
continued pressure certainly can’t hurt when it comes to getting
what this growing community, so very reliant on travel and
tourism requires.   Please note the players.  As you were.

Incorporation Study

Air Service From the US
Kent Myers, President, Airplanners, announced at the April 4th
meeting of the RDEK Board of Directors, that with the commit-
ment and guaranteed contributions from the private sector in the
region, Delta Airlines will begin operating out of the Cranbrook
Canadian Rockies International Airport on December 17, 2008.
During peak seasons, Delta Airlines will operate three flights a
week between Cranbrook and Salt Lake City, Utah.

Columbia Lake Provincial Park
As with any letter writing campaign to initiate change, persistent
and consistent effort on the part ot the constituents is necessary.
Columbia Lake Provincial Park exists.  You will find it on any map
Go to the provinces web site and you will find it, plain as day.
However, try to actually get there... well, unless you are pretty
familiar with that side of the lake, good luck.  With a little TLC,
the resources for which have been offered by various local
organizations, this space can become a valuable, respected and
well-utilized asset to the community.  There is a study ongoing,
weighing all the various issues impeding the process, not the least
of which is the Ktunaxa cultural claims to the land.  We’d like to
think that there needn’t be mutual exclusivity in a limited
development and use of this unique area.  If you are interested in
writing in show of support, or to share your viewpoint on the
issue, please write:

Honourable Barry Penner, Ministry of Environment, PO Box 9047,
Stn. Prov. Gov’t, Victoria, BC  V8W 9E2.
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Letters

The subject of our community’s Incorporation, or at least the
subject of the Fairmont Community Association’s request for the
implementation of an Incorporation Study has made it on to the
short list of New Business to be discussed at the next RDEK Board
Meeting, May 2nd.

Road Rage, Vol. 1 (or Why My Anger Burns With the Fire of a

Thousand Suns)

 Hey You! Yeah, You! YES - I SAID YOU*! You with the skis/mountain
bikes/golf clubs precariously fastened to your vehicle, towing the boat/
trailer/snowmobiles/quads:
Has it occurred to you that getting to the cabin 6 minutes sooner will not
make the difference in your entire holiday experience? Chances are your
driving in a recklessly offensive and menacing manner will get you to the
morgue much sooner than to your weekend driveway. If you choose to
exit this mortal coil in a spectacularly stupid and gruesome fashion,
well.......so be it. That sound you hear isn’t the wind whistling through
the majestic pines in the valley - rather, it’s a collective sigh of relief from
the gene pool you just left. However, in your idiotic attempt to break a
land-speed record, you will most likely wipe-out an innocent and law-
abiding motorist in the process - sadly, someone who has not chosen to
join you in your fiery departure to the sweet hereafter.

Is it unreasonable to ask that you drive in a safe, considerate manner? Is
it too much to ask that you:
A) Not pass me on a blind corner, in the face of oncoming traffic, or in
any manner which will otherwise cause me to soil my car seat? And
when you do pass, kindly keep your wild gesticulations and obscene
gestures to yourself - I  am the one doing the speed limit.
B) Not drive so close to my rear bumper that I can see the whites of your
eyes and the label on your beer can?
C) Not nearly cause a 10 car pile-up because you just spotted Bambi
and/or Thumper munching on a leaf by the side of the road? You know,
every time I see a deer/moose/bear/chipmunk/gopher, or even a bloody
crow, I take a small moment to reflect on the beauty of my surroundings
and think of how lucky I am to live amongst the wild creatures. I thank
God, Allah and Joey Ramone for my great, good fortune. What I do NOT
do however, is slam on the brakes and abandon my vehicle in the middle
of a busy highway to take advantage of the photo op that just presented
itself. There’s an appropriate time and place for viewing and
appreciating wildlife - the southbound lane of the 93/95 on a Friday
afternoon in July is just not it.
D) And is it really too much to ask that you keep yourself focused on the
task at hand? Y’know - like “driving”? You poor, poor soul. You’re so
very busy - I know. We all are, and I feel your pain. But hurtling down
the highway at a high rate of speed is not the time for complicated multi-
tasking manoeuvers. Reading maps, changing into a clean golf shirt,
craning around 180 degrees to bat at your unruly children, eating
pancakes (!), or texting your BFF the highlights of last nights’ “Dancing
With the Stars” are all activities best suited for the side of the road - not
the bloody middle of it.
This is not your personal Autobahn - it’s a public, rural BC roadway.
Due care, caution and attention are required at all times. If you choose
to tempt fate and play the odds against your own mortality, might I
suggest some other, perhaps more solitary pursuits? Go golfing during a
lightning storm. Have long bath with the TV balanced at the edge of the
tub. Walk blind-folded along the edge of the Hoodoos (play a drinking
game first!). Go ahead - grab that steak knife and dig that bagel out of
the toaster.
I’m sure you get the message. Endanger yourself - just not the rest of us,
‘mmmmkay?
And by the way, could you kindly remove the “Keep Jumbo Wild”
sticker from the bumper of your Escalade / Avalanche / fuel-sucking-
length-of-a-city-block-3,000 sq ft luxury-condo-on-wheels? Obviously,
the message is lost on you, but its irony overkill for the rest of us.

*And lest this be misconstrued as some sort of anti-tourist rant (which it is
not), the aforementioned vehicles might well be rusty pick-ups with dangling
ladders and 2 x 4’s, and the trailers overburdened with horses, chickens, enough
wood to cover 4 square hectares, and/or illegally loaded excavators.

Concerned Old Lady, Fairmont

Write.  Reply.  Get something off your chest.  Whatever!  Send letters to
info@frgazette.com

Happy 4th Birthday, Coral Fi!Happy 4th Birthday, Coral Fi!Happy 4th Birthday, Coral Fi!Happy 4th Birthday, Coral Fi!Happy 4th Birthday, Coral Fi!
May 13thMay 13thMay 13thMay 13thMay 13th

Moving!  Household items, tools and a whole lotta other very
cool stuff!  Come down and see!   Long Weekend

Saturday, May 17th       9am-2pm
4875 Jeanette Street, The Meadows, Fairmont Hot Springs

Yard Sale:

Outside of the most obvious concern for the future of Dutch Creek
Bridge, there are certainly a number of other traffic related issues facing
Fairmont and surrounding communities.  This winter a concerned citizen
of Columere Park wrote the Ministry of Transportation referencing the
problematic turning lane, such as it is, accessing Coy’s Par 3 and
Columere Park.  Below is the recent response she elicited from the Big
Dawg himself of our trusty MOT.   It becomes clear in reading the
Minister’s letter that in the case of this turn-off, as with most any other
traffic management issue, unless there are repeated casualties or an
actual fatality, there ain’t gonna be a whole heckuvalot done about it.
And before anyone out there decides it might be worth sacrificing
themselves, do understand that even in death or injury, with the
government, there are never any guarantees.

Thank you for your e-mail of January 22, 2008, regarding the Columere Park
intersection on Highway 93/95.                                                            I
recognize that you feel the intersection at Highway 93/95 is not ideally
configured, and you may be interested to learn my ministry has completed a
design for a new intersection at this location. However, there are currently many
pressing improvement projects in the Rocky Mountain District, and we are
prioritizing them based on available funding and safety considerations, such as
traffic volumes and accident history. The Columere Park intersection has a low
accident rate, with no recorded intersection related collisions for the past seven
years.  In light of this, re-constructing this intersection is not in our  immediate
plans, although ministry staff will continue to monitor  traffic volumes in the
area and develop strategies to address the key growth areas between Fairmont
and Radium.
My ministry is currently developing a business case for the repair or replacement
of the Dutch Creek Bridge. There are many factors to consider, particularly for
the bridge replacement option. Ministry staff must take into account traffic
volumes, cost and time frames for property acquisition, geotechnical
investigations, hydraulic design, structural design, First Nation consultation,
environmental assessment and construction before making a decision. These
analyses will look at the current alignment of the highway in this area as well as
alternate alignments.
I agree that conducting projects simultaneously in the same area has certain
advantages. Once my ministry has identified the appropriate course of action
for the Dutch Creek Bridge, ministry staff will certainly consider the benefits of
undertaking projects nearby at the same time.

If you have questions or further concerns about this matter, please
don’t hesitate to contact Gordon Chudleigh, District Operations Manager.  He
would be pleased to assist you. You can reach him at 250 426-1522 or by e-
mail at Gordon.Chudleigh@gov.bc.ca.

Thank you again for taking the time to write.
Best regards,
Kevin Falcon,  Minister

And More Letters

The NanoFibre network is completely automated.  If you want to change or
add a service, it takes less than a minute.  Cable service is shared, when
your neighbors are using their connection, yours inevitably slows down.
Each home connected to the NanoFibre network has it’s own individual
fibre, so what your neighbors do, doesn’t impact you. Remember the old
party telephone lines where everyone shared a circuit? Cable connections
are just like party lines.  The way in which we communicate with each
other has changed dramatically. Kids making their own movies and
transferring them to grandparents around the world in seconds couldn’t
be imagined a few decades ago. Why continue to use telephone and cable
networks that cannot keep up with the pace of innovation?  A fibre network
in a rural area is an excellent option for distributing education and
telemedicine applications and it offers more employment alternatives than
tourism and construction.  According to recent US statistics, a fibre optic
connection in your home adds between $3,800 - $4,500 of increased value.
It will be the easiest and most cost effective renovation you ever did.
Communities throughout our region will be confronted with
making the decision yet again, as to whether or not they want to
pay to institute this service.  The benefits of fibre technology, to
this area and it’s future, need to be fully understood.  However as
we weigh our limited options, we can’t proceed blindly, no matter
how great it seems.  We have to ask the right questions.  NanoFibre
is a business.  They have to make money.  They will also be the
only game in town.  In addition to contemplating what this
superior technology can mean for us we must also consider what it
might look like in the context of a monopoly.

continued from front page

For  Sale:  1998 29.5’ Jayco Fifth Wheel: Super Slide. RK,
excellent condition, many extras, low mileage  17,999.00
OBO, no GST.  345-2164

Got Weed?
Not for long!  The Ministry of Agriculture and Lands provided a
grant in the amount of $23,000 to be applied to the management of
noxious weeds and other invasive plants.  Oh, thank goodness!

To my husband, Andrew Marecheau, whoTo my husband, Andrew Marecheau, whoTo my husband, Andrew Marecheau, whoTo my husband, Andrew Marecheau, whoTo my husband, Andrew Marecheau, who
turned 59 years young on April 19th.turned 59 years young on April 19th.turned 59 years young on April 19th.turned 59 years young on April 19th.turned 59 years young on April 19th.
From tne one who knows you the bestFrom tne one who knows you the bestFrom tne one who knows you the bestFrom tne one who knows you the bestFrom tne one who knows you the best
and, after 30 wonderful years, still loveand, after 30 wonderful years, still loveand, after 30 wonderful years, still loveand, after 30 wonderful years, still loveand, after 30 wonderful years, still love
you with all my heart...    Glendayou with all my heart...    Glendayou with all my heart...    Glendayou with all my heart...    Glendayou with all my heart...    Glenda

It’s a very sad and gloomy day for us.
Our beloved Tonka was struck down by a vehicle on the highway last
night. The driver of the vehicle fled the scene. I am disgusted by this
because I know that they heard me as I ran up the hill screaming Tonka’s
name. I could hear someone talking. Accidents happen, but for Gods
sake, I don’t think it’s too much to ask of someone to have a heart and
show a bit of sympathy towards the people who consider their pets to be
wonderful family members. Wouldn’t you agree? Anyways, I can’t help
but play the events over and over again in my head. From the horrendous
sound of the impact and his cry, to him dying in my arms not far from
Windermere. We are deeply grief stricken by this as he was such a
beautiful, intelligent and loving creature. We (I) will miss him greatly. He
was only 2 days from be-
coming a year old.
It was truly a ridiculous idea
for us to believe that having
and keeping a dog continually
safe whilst living right next to
a highway would work.
And it will not be one to be
considered again.

In Memoriam

Tonka
Born: May 1st, 2007
Deceased: April 29th, 2008


