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To Our South

Amidst continuing frustration and controversy, voters in Canal Flats head to
the polls on November 15th, in an attempt to gain some actual influence

over the future of their community.

New candidates for council are Gilbert Delorme, Michael McDonald, David
McKersie, Karl Sterzer and Roy Webb. They are joined by incumbents,
Patricia Doherty, Ute Juras and Walter Woodske. The Mayoral seat is up
for grabs as Collin Cartwright bids farewell to the position, with former
councillor and Mayor, Emile Morin and former Chief Administrative Officer,
Bruce Woodbury in the running.

Since its’ incorporation in 2003, the local elections in Canal Flats have not
attracted a lot of debate in the community. But things “they are a changin”.
This past year has been fraught with controversy since Council unanimously
passed development Bylaw 82-100 after very little communication or
consultation with the residents. Opposition gradually grew into the formation
of the Canal Flats Community Group, a group that organized a community
survey in the summer of 2008 to explore what the residents of Canal Flats
really wanted to see in terms of infrastructure in their village. The survey
yielded 80 responses, more responses than any other Canal Flats survey, but
the findings were ignored by Council. A council that has continued to foster

an ‘us against them’ dynamic. As a result, many residents are feeling that
they have not been heard by their elected representatives and are working hard
to make sure that a new, more responsive council will be elected on November
15th. It will be hoped that new candidates, as well as incumbents seeking re-
election, despite recent evidence implying otherwise, will approach this
election in a spirit of cohesiveness rather than division. Keep an eye on how
this one plays out!

Voting Day: Saturday, November 15th

Canal Flats Civic Centre 8am-8pm
Advance dting: WednesdayNov 5 and ThursdayNov 13
8am-8pm at the Municipal Hall on Grainger Road

Fairmont & District Lions
Nelda Harker

The Fairmont & District Lions are back to their regular schedule of
twice monthly meetings even in the face of many members already
heading to warmer climes. Roy McCormick assumed leadership of
the highway cleanup from Lion Barry Jonas. Twenty three members
turned out making it a quick cleanup and all the earlier to the beer

Thankyou.

We have an incredible group of people in our club.This month | want
to give extra praise to Lions Myrt Wilder, Shirley and Terry White,
Ray and Carolyn Kolochuk, Jackie Wood and Anita Leskie. These are
but a few of our hard workers. More on others in coming months.
Lion, Barry Jonas, and his wife Sharon need our prayers as Sharon
embarks on her battle with cancer. Keep that positive attitude both of
you. We all pray for you in our own unique ways.

Next month, a full report on how we earned our money and how we
are using it to help others. Have a fun and safe Halloween.

Please consider being a part of this tremendous local volunteer
organization! Meetings are every 2nd and 4th Monday of every
month.

FBA News

Congratulations to Lloyd Wilder, the new President of the Fairmont
Business Association, taking over for Wendy Booth.

The next meeting will be held Wednesday, November 12- Wing Nite
at the HooDoos. If you would like any other information on
membership or the activities of the FBA, please contact Lloyd at
lewilder@shaw.ca
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MAJESTIC U-BREW & WINE
Now In:

Orange Chocolate Port
W hite Chocolate Port

FREE WINERY TOURS
250-342-0059

Located in the yellow AG Foods building in Invermere

Greyhound in Fairmont

The Greyhound Bus Depot is located at the HooDoo Resort (345-0205) in
Fairmont.

Greyhound Number 1156 departs Calgary at 5:15, heading Westbound,
with stops in Canmore and Banff, arriving in Invermere at 9:35pm and, here
in Fairmont, at 9:55pm. Heading Eastbound, Greyhound Number 1156
leaves Fairmont at 10:05am and, with stops in Banff and Canmore, arrives
in Calgary at 2:45pm.

There is the longer overnight route, Number 19, that leaves Calgary at
11:15pm and arrives in Fairmont via Golden at 9:30am.

Columbia Valley Transit Schedule

Two trips everyday to Edgewater, Radium, Invermere, Fairmont and
Canal Flats.

One by-request trip each on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday between
Radium, Invermere and Fairmont. In addition to the local transit service,
Health Connections, a service partnership that provides transportation
options and access to non-emergency medical appointments, will continue
in addition to the new transit system.

Fares: Adult/Student/Senior

Local: $2.00 Regional: $2.50

Child, under 5 years: Free

Monthly: Adult/Student/Senior $42.00
Sheet of 10 Tickets: Adult/Student/Senior
Local: $15.00 Regional: $18.00

For more information and schedule details visit: www.busonline.ca
Telephone: 1-877-343-2461, or pick up Rider’'s Guide on the Bus and at
local businesses.

Advertising

If you are interested in advertising in the Fairmont
Range Gazettplease contact Tracy at 345-4002 or
info@frgazette.com .

Birthday and Anniversary notices are FREE!

Contributions

If you have a story idea, a non-profit event notice, a special Thank
You or have a field of interest or expertise you would like to share
with our community please contact Tracy at info@frgazette.com or
250-345-4002Y ou’re contributions are what will keep this publica-
tion fresh and interesting!

Editor: Tracy Connery
info@frgazette.com
Entertainment: George Blisner
gjb@frgazette.com
Restaurant Review: Always Hungry
hungry@frgazette.com
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Voting Day: Saturday, Novemberl5th Fairmont Fire Hall 8am-8pm
AdvanceVoting: WednesdayNovember5 andThursday, Novemberl3 8am-8pmWindermere Community Hall

Getting to Know Our Candidates

Election fever... it continues. Mayoral and Regional District races are heating up, with mailings,
handshakes and the kissing of babies. Here in Area F we find the race for Director infused with not
only new ideas and proven experience but, in a nice change of pace, a double dose of estrogen!
RDEK Director of Area F incumbent, Lillian Rose, President of the Akisknuknik Development
Corporation, managing various business entities, and foster parent to three children, vies to hold on to
her position from challenger Wendy Booth, co-founder of Columbia Rafting Adventures and
committed volunteer with such organizations as the Fairmont Business Association (serving as
President for two terms), the Fairmont Community Association and Columbia Valley Transit. Both
women recently took time out of their hectic schedules to answer some questions addressing
fundamental issues facing our area in the coming months and years to come. Our region, Area F,
faces unique challenges and enjoys equally unique benefits, how they are addressed, of course,
depends on our choice of candidate.

FRG: What is the most important issue facing Area F? Fairmont in particular?
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Lillian Rose Wndy Booth

Rose: Moving forward into 2009 and beyond, | believe we will need to look at ways to diversify our economy, especially in light of the recent global trends
by which we are impacted.

Tourism, recreational and investment properties have been our main focus. In addition to this, | believe we will need to transition and encourage non-land
altering development, and increase and broaden our light industrial and manufacturing sectors. As part of the regional governing body we have
collectively put into effect zoning and land use policies to guide where and when this can happen.

Booth: Your readership, generally Fairmont area residents, may be already aware that the quality service provided by the local fire hall volunteers is at
risk. It could be that Fairmont would lose its “first responder” status, unless action is taken. At the pocket book, each of us would be affected with

home insurance rate increases. Moreover, emergency service would come from twenty minutes away, not around the corner — that is a dramatic difference.
This was brought up at the community association meeting. | have spoken to our fire chief, training officer and the RDEK about this important issue. We
now have a working committee looking into several different solutions at this time. So, | want to stay on top of this for our community.

A second issue facing residents is a possible change of governance in the future. What does “incorporation” bring with it — higher taxes for what benefits?
| believe it should be examined to determine whether any benefits outweigh the significant costs associated. Frankly, | am nervous that Fairmont could

lose its well-regarded and hard-earned reputation, if it is simply dropped into the chasm of a “mega-municipality”.

FRG: Lot 48 has been an ongoing source of controversy. What do you feel should happen with this property on the east side of Columbia
Lake?

Rose: Lot 48 is, and has been, one of the most controversial areas in the province since the 1880’s. The initial exproporiation of this parcel of land saw the
decline of grazing lands for the hundreds of horses owned by the Ktunaxa. The entire east side of Columbia Lake is a rare ecological and cultural
landscape that encompasses rare flora and fauna; grasslands; archaeological and traditional use sites; burial grounds and pictographs; and is important
ungulate winter range for many species. It should be protected in its entirety. Land Use Planning exercises by the Province in the 1980’s

clearly identified it for protection and it has only been as a result of the Treaty Process, the transfer of ownership and current down-
zoning initiatives that it has the attention of the Ktunaxa, Fairmont Hot Springs Resort Ltd. and the government of the Province
of British Columbia. Protection will allow visitors and residents alike the opportunity to experience the incredible gift that Colum-
bia Lake Eastside has to offer in perpetuity.

Booth: While Lot 48 is not completely resolved, there has been significant effort expended on that topic. There is, in fact, an
existing working group discussing a long term solution that would preserve cultural and ecological values. The group con-
sists of different stakeholders, including First Nations. | truly believe that Lot 48 is in good hands. | do strongly believe
that the east side of Columbia Lake should be preserved for the long term from any major development.

FRG: Parks and Trails- connectivity and recreation- in our area is of growing interest and concern. What is
your vision for parks and trails in our region, including the Provincial Park on the east side of Columbia Lake?

Rose: Parks, trails, recreation, connectivity and health and safety - safe movement between the communities of Columere Park,

Dutch Creek, Columbia Ridge and Fairmont has been a goal, with more emphasis

being placed on health and wellness and the reduction of carbon emissions and the in-
Ty Remember,

crease of pedestrian and non-motorized traffic is on the increase. A Parks, Trails and
Recreation Plan is needed. The payment of Recreation Taxes by some of the commun-
ities has been a long standing issue and more thought will need to be given to this in
w“mr.hlheatmsulatmg.com
Your local connection for

light of the Incorporation study.
Commercial & Residential Insulating Needs

Fairmont Hot Springs Resort Ltd. and the impacts and benefits to the community at
large include the possibility of the development of the Columbia Valley Arts Theatre

and Ski Hill expansion. Zoning changes have been constant and most are in place to
help achieve the vision of the Ken Fowler Group for Fairmont Hot Springs Resort.

A

Booth: Fairmont Hot Springs Resort, in partnership with the RDEK, is developing a
trail system. It's underway now. | am hopeful that one day soon, our main town site
will be connected to outlying areas so that pedestrians and cyclists will enjoy off-
road/highway fun. | would like to see non-motorized

off

...continued on page 2




Local Affairs

Our Candidates... continued from front page

access to a well-kept, large, day use/picnic area on the east side of Columbia
Lake. It could be a new, beautiful destination for families and friends —
another attraction for the area!

FRG: Fairmont and other nearby communities have been considering
more seriously the possibility of incorporation. What are your feelings
on the incorporation of Fairmont? What do you think of the alternative
of the super- municipality?

Rose: Being involved in the development of the Lake Windermere Official
Community Plan provided me with the opportunity to listen to communities

of people and to help articulate their vision into guiding documents.

| believe some of the pressing issues in the Fairmont area are centered around
Governance. Regional governance is often seen as remote and out of touch with
the community and efforts to achieve effective local governance is a concern
and goal. A review of the Incorporation of Fairmont is part of the proposed
Governance Review for the Columbia Valley. | continue to emphasize that there
are currently 3 options to review:

1. The Incorporation of Fairmont, including Dutch Creek, Columere Park and
Columbia Ridge;

2. The Incorporation of Windermere, and the east side communities of Lake
Windermere; and

3. The incorporation of all of Area F including the District of Invermere.

The faciliatation of this study has been agreed to by the Minister and we look
forward to setting up the timelines for this to happen in the near future. The
financial implications to incorporation are numerous and the pros and cons
must be identified and other liabilities clearly outlined before a decision can be
made. | am thinking perhaps a sub-regional governing structure may be
another solution.

Booth: As | have already acknowledged, | realize there are pros and cons. At
this point, we don’t know enough on the subject. We need to work with a
facilitator to find the facts, both positive and negative, related to each option
available. Once that is complete, only then can residents make an informed
decision.

FRG: Is there an issue of particular interest or importance to you as you
consider your upcoming term as Area F Representative?

Rose: | can say that my goal for the next term would be to continue on and be
diligent in seeking resolutions to the initiatives previously mentioned. | enjoy
setting goals and working hard to achieve them. | believe that these last 2 years
provided me with an inside look at the pros and cons of regional government,
moving forward with the new board to facilitate positive change for residents

in Area F.

Booth: Have you felt left out of the process? A representative should be
inclusive, aware of the interests of the constituency. That sounds simple, but it
isn't always the case. If elected, | will meet with concerned citizens and work to
develop healthy working relationships with RDEK staff and other elected
officials. | feel strongly that RDEK is a resource for people, and it would be
my job to help, not hinder, information gathering. If | remain informed, | know
that | will vote in accordance with what the majority of my constituents want,
always trying to find a balance between social, environmental and economic
interests, and of course respecting the government procedures.

FRG: Comments in closing?

Rose: In closing, | would like to thank your readers for their support over the
last two years and | would be pleased and honored to continue on as Director
for Area F.

So come out on November 15th and vote,

Lillian Rose, Director, Area F Regional Dis-

trict of the East Kootenay.

Booth: | encourage voters to visit my web-
site www.WendyBooth.ca to find out more
about me and my views. | reply to my
emails! Want to see me in person? | will al-
so be at The Smoking Waters Coffee Shop
two Tuesday, November 4th and 11th from
9am-1lam, so please drop in and see me to
discuss what's on your mind.

Tips and Tricks

Remembrance Day Services

Remebrance Day will be celebrated Tuesday, November 11 and
local communities and schools will be honouring the day with their
own services.

Martin Morigeau Elementary School will hold a service at 11am on
Monday, November 10. The village of Canal Flats will hold a
service, officiated by Bill Doroshuck, at the Canal Flats Civic Centre

gtnl'l'lL;en?jay, November 11 Happy B|rthday
Andrew!!

For those of you living in a

linty pocket of your favour- November 25

ite summer shorts alongside a stray $2 bill, here’s news: With
November 1st comes the countdown to Christmas. Oh yes. Visit
your friendly local WalMart and find this fact confirmed, as they
relegate Halloween to a couple of discount shelves and all things
Christmas prevail! Oh yes. It's in the air, so come December 24th,
there’s NO reason to be unprepared. Keep in mind it takes weeks...
yes, weeks, to plan decorations, make the requisite wreaths and
garlands, collect gifts and alas, actually get into the holiday spirit.
So, here’s the Cliff's Notes on holiday prep. Consider yourself
warned....

Make your christmas card list! The bain of the holidays... second
only to composing the dreaded Christmas letter.

Get baking... fill your freezer with goodies! It's amazing what will
keep in there for weeks... months... forgotten goodies convenient
for Easter!!

Plan your parties! Come on all you trolls, you know you want to!
Start holiday decorating! Break out the candles and clove
simmering potpourri... my personal favourite, overpowering the
scent of stale kids and damp dog!

Editorial Indulgence

The air continues to reek of election hoop-la. It doesn't matter where you
turn right now, the Fairmont Village Mall; downtown Invermere or Canal
Flats; or the interminable CNN; one election or another is what people are
talking about. For the second month in a row.

While our Federal election results were of some relief, albeit lack-lustre
and uninspired, our local elections provide us with a little more in terms

of vision and responsibility for tangible issues. Issues that affect us and
our area directly, issues that we can actually get our heads around.
Ideally, the local electoral process allows us to experience the wondrous
practice of democracy up close and personal, as an integral part of policy
change and implementation that will be a part of our lives... whether for
better or worse. After all, running into our elected representatives at the
grocery store, the hockey rink, the pub... affects perhaps a more enhanced
sense of accountability and as a result affording us a greater sense of
power over our local destiny.

Be that as it may, to enjoy this power requires some responsibility on our
part, as citizens and voters. How many of us will accept it? Voter
turnout for the Federal election was at an all-time low. Granted, the
whole thing was a Conservative manipulation, capitalizing on the general
lame-ness of the Liberal candidate; a couple of Conservative hot-bed
provinces; and the distraction of the campaign to our South; to try to land
a majority, but still, civic responsibility went largely ignored.

In contrast, The United States, in the face of mounting challenges domes-
tically and abroad, is on the homestretch to an election of historic propor-
tions, where voter registration is making historic gains. But then again,
unlike Canadians, they find themselves, after eight crazy years, at a
distinct cross-roads in their history.

Canal Flats notwithstanding, | like to think these extremes are rare in local
politics. It is uncommon for people to show such apathy at the local and
regional levels, where issues effect day to day life. Also, typically the
accessibility to elected representatives is such that it shouldn’t be
condusive to the unadultrated ire of a constituency. Again, Canal Flats
notwithstanding.

So, the bottom line is, our valley is in the midst of ongoing change and
development. Our future is bright, but the degree to which it shines
comes down to whom we elect to make decisions and implement policies.
Embrace your power... get out and vote, people!

Why Is A Local Conservation Fund Needed Now?

The East Kootenay is at a crossroads. Rapid development is creating challenges for communities and the natural environment.
lands of the East Kootenay filter our water, supply open spaces for wildlife and people, and provide quality of life to communities, including family
owned farms. Ensuring future generations can grow up in a healthy environment with a rich natural heritage requires action by the current generation.

On November 15", voters in the Columbia Valley will be asked the following question:

“Are you in favor of the Regional District of East Kootenay adopting Bylaw No. 2083 to:

Establish the “Columbia Valley Local Conservation Fund Service” within Electoral Areas F and G, the District of Invermere, Village of

Radium Hot Springs, and Village of Canal Flats; and,

Annually requisition up to a maximum of $230,000 or the product of $0.055 per $1,000 of taxable assessed value of land and

improvements, whichever is greater, to be collected by an annual parcel tax"?

What does that really mean?

the total amount of funds that can be collectedin a year ($230,000).

All parcels will be taxed at the same rate, regardless of assessed value. The amount is about $20 — a small price to pay to help conserve clean water,
wildlife and open space from Canal Flats to Brisco. The questions below sum up simply what this means to you as tax payer:

Question: | own a property that is worth $230,000. What will | pay per year for the Local Conservation Fund? Answer:
Question: | own a property that is worth $230,000. What will | pay per year for the Local Conservation Fund? Answer:

Classifieds

Bookeeping: In The Black Bookkeeping
remittances. Accounting Certificate.
Please call Robin at 250-345-6591

SALON/SPA EQUIPMENT SALE
Contact 250-342-1143

tanning bed $2500 (incl: pillow/cleaner/protective eyewear/timer)
shampoo chair $50

3 x cutting capes (2 blk/1brn) $10 each

3 x pedicure chairs $250 each

manicure table $50

washer and dryer set $300

adjustable aesthetics chair $200

small storage cabinet $10

custom made receptionist desk $300

35 x 2'x1’ glass shelving $2 each

slat wall boards 3 - 5’ x 4’ $20 each

60 x slat wall chrome brackets $180

10 x 8" slat wall chrome wire hooks $6

11 x 10" slat wall chrome wire hooks $8

2 x lg poster frames $20 each

cash register — MA 186-100 series - $100

4 x hourglass shaped mirrors - 4 x 2 %' - $40 each
4 x blk wire wall clocks - $5 each

3 x bins of perm rods-blue/yellow-orange/peach-purple $10 each
Clean & Easy paraffin warmer $100

2 x Qtica sugar scrub 420z - $42 each

2 x 2lb peach paraffin cubes - $7 each

Danby microwave - $40

round adjustable stool - $20.00

9 x Rubbermaid stepping stool - $1 each

4 x wall mount hot tool brackets - $5 each

6 x packages - Credo blades - $3.99 each

29 x Dannyco mani/pedi brushes - $ 7.25

Need a babysitter? Looking to buy or sell? Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for inexpensive and
effective advertising! Email info@frgazette.com for rates.

including payroll and

What the RDEK really wants to ask is whether you are willing to have about $20 of additional property tax put towards
a dedicated conservation fund for the Upper Columbia. But the RDEK can’t ask whether you'll commit about $20 because legally, they can only define
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