
FBA News

Meeting, Town Hall Style

Greyhound in Fairmont
The Greyhound Bus Depot is located at the HooDoo Resort (345-
0205) in Fairmont.
Greyhound Number 1156 departs Calgary at 5:15, heading
Westbound, with stops in Canmore and Banff, arriving in
Invermere at 9:35pm and, here in Fairmont, at 9:55pm.  Heading
Eastbound, Greyhound Number 1156 leaves Fairmont at
10:05am and, with stops in Banff and Canmore, arrives in
Calgary at 2:45pm.
There is the longer overnight route, Number 19, that leaves
Calgary at 11:15pm and arrives in Fairmont via Golden at
9:30am.

Slightly less well attended than the Resort’s MasterPlan presentation was our local Town Hall Meeting for Electoral Area F, held last
night, February 28th at 7pm. Approximately 20 people managed to make it out for the RDEK’s presentation of the Five Year Financial
Plan for our Area F as well as more detailed descriptions of some of the more costly projects being undertaken.  After a review of the
various services provided by the Regional District, the financials were presented and the Five Year Plan, described as a “work in
progress”, by CFO, Shawn Tomlin, “is intended for longer term planning, showing effects of property
taxes”,  and was broken down into it’s integral bits.
Apparently our annual budget is up over 2.6% over last year, to over 31,000,000 dollars.  Our property
taxes account for close to 12 and a half million of that total budget, a mere 20% increase compared to
the 25% on average, throughout the rest of the region.  Until this year, Area F has been leading the
region in increased property tax assessments.  In breaking down our budget into it’s various costs,
management of Solid Waste tops the list, at 55% of the budget.  Emergency Services and General
Administration were a distant second and third with 13% and 8% respectively.  Overall, the total
RDEK tax rate per $1000 of assessed property value is about 55 cents, a 28%decrease from last year’s
76 cents.
Things got more interesting as highlights for the coming year were presented.  The subject of Lot 48
stirred up a little action, but the bottom line is that the current owner of the property is in private
negotiations with the Ktunaxa, the provincial government and various land
conservancy organizations, in order to receive fair and equitable compensa-
tion to leave it as protected, undeveloped land.  The RDEK will receive an
update in May of this year, when it has to make a final decision on rezoning.
According to Andrew McLeod, Manager of Planning & Development Ser-
vices, there will likely be yet another request for extension as this negotiation
continues.
A couple of recent expenses include a the new, Yellow Bin recycling pro-
gram and the Columbia Valley Transit.  The recycling program, while the
bins are, in fact, the same, they now accept all plastics numbered 1 through 6,
as well as plastic grocery bags.  Eric Sharpe, Manager of Engineering & En-
vironmental Services, reminds us to rinse our recyclables and don’t worry

The Fairmont Business Association has resumed its regular
monthly meetings.  Come and join us for thoughtful
consideration and discussion of the various issues relevant to
business and business people here in our community.
The Fairmont & Area Map Pads are in the works, so be sure,
if you are a new business or a business that requires an
update of contact information, please call France, 345-0077,
before the beginning of April, to make it in the new version.
Please consider attending the next meeting in March, the exact
date and time still TBA, in the Member’s Lounge at the Riverside
Golf Course Club House. If you would like any other information
on membership or the activities of the FBA, please contact Wendy
at 345-4550 or wendy@ColumbiaRafting.com.

Fairmont & District Lions
This time of year is a quiet time for the Fairmont Lions with
many members off in warmer places.

As spring is just around the corner plans are already in the
works for this year’s Annual Garage Sale. StorEdge storage
facility in Windermere has once again generously donated space
for our use and we are prepared to start accepting donated items.
The Annual Garage Sale is an important fund raiser for us so if
you’re doing your spring cleaning please keep us in mind. To
arrange pick up of items call Anita 345-9553.

Recent donations include $200 to George Gray for his lovely
Community Christmas display and  $500 to the Georgina Lum
Support Fund.

Contributions
If you have a story idea, a non-profit event notice, a special
Thank You or have a field of interest or expertise you would
like to share with our community please contact Tracy at
info@frgazette.com or 345-4002.
You’re contributions are what will keep this publica-
tion fresh and interesting!

If you are interested in advertising in the Fairmont
Range Gazette please contact Tracy at 345-4002
info@frgazette.com .
Birthday and Anniversary notices are FREE!
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An Extraodinary Master Plan

too much about removing labels.  But do be sure to only include
those items accepted otherwise entire loads are considered
contaminated, rejected for processing and unfortunately ulti-
mately end up in landfills.
The newly instituted Columbia Valley Transit is a $145,000/
year effort funded jointly by fare revenues, BC Transit and the
RDEK.  Rider’s Guides are available on the bus.  Exact change is
required for single passes.  Monthly passes can be purchased
from bus driver directly and the 10 ride passes can be pur-
chased at local retailers.  Other than within municipal areas,
flag stop at appropriate (safe) regions throughout route.
Signage has yet to be placed, so please utilize the Rider’s Guide
for designated stops.  Visit www.busonline.com for more
information.  Contact Shannon Moskal, Deputy Manager of
Administration, with any comments or concerns regarding this
new service.
As a side note, as shared by Electoral Area F Director, Lillian
Rose,  there was good participation in the Jumbo Survey with
1068 forms submitted.
If you are interested in further details on these issues and more
or to request specifics on the Five Year Plan,  please visit
www.rdek.bc.ca  for more information.

Go ahead... impress me.  Essentially the prevailing sentiment of most of those walking in the doors for Fairmont Resort’s Master Plan,
held last month.  Well, impress they did.  At one point during the presentation, I was downright dewy.  Unlike last summer’s rather
disorganized and crowded Open House, this was an efficient, well put-together event, with an exceptionally grand plan for the
impending development of this community.  Enticing words such as, “vibrancy” and “immerse”, as well as completely engaging
imagery of our local area, set the tone for this approximately two hour campaign.  With the aid of a thorough PowerPoint
presentation, and some glossy take-home literature, the objectives, under the leadership of Ken Fowler Enterprises, were clearly
detailed.  Among them, creating a world class four-season destination resort; working within the natural landscape, addressing the
existing topography along with sustainable and green design principles; accommodating and encouraging connectivity for the
pedestrian friendly experience; creating a vibrant, sustainable retail and arts village; utilizing fully the local water features as
unifying elements; and providing a wide range of real estate ownership and accommodation options in addition to providing
progressive and attainable options for employee (permanent and part-time) housing.
Concluding the presentation was an opportunity to field questions, the majority addressing concerns for water provision and quality.
The potential consequences resulting from the dramatic increase in local road usage, during and after this considerable development,
was also brought to attention.  An interesting and valid concern was the “ghetto-ization” of the original development in relation to
the new.  While integration of the communities is not the responsibility of the developer, there will inevitably be a dramatically
discernible difference between the old and the new.
Ultimately, the meeting was quite well received, everyone leaving, feeling optimistic and excited with what they had been shown.  Or
with whatever might have been pumped into the conference room via the ventilation system....
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Pet of the Month

If you know a special pet you’d like to introduce to the community,
please send a picture and information to: tcphoto@shaw.ca

1. Make a clean sweep-  Oh, yes.  This point shall be laboured
upon until... you actually do it!  OK, until I actually do it.
Regardless, the old grungy winter energy--and dust and dirt--
can make our homes feel pretty dreary and stuck. To say the
least.  And an old-fashioned spring cleaning, one that gets rid
of things we no longer need or use, as well as the cobwebs and
grit (for those of you living in squallor), is a time-honored way
to yell, "bring it on!" to fair Spring. Think of it as yanking
ruthlessly the dead tangle of weeds in your life-garden to make
space for new things to grow. Don’t forget to consider the Lions
and the Annual Garage Sale, when donating unwanted items!

2. Invite a new color over to play-  out with the dreary palette of
winter.  No more neutrals for us: white snow, gray dirty snow,
pee snow, dark bare branches against gray, dirty snow--OMG.
Depressing, or what?!?! When Spring finally rolls around, one
of its greatest gifts to us is COLOR. Spring is the perfect time to
bring a color into your home that you've never used there
before: a cushion the tender golden yellow of an egg yolk,
curtains the eye-opening chartreuse of new leaves, a hyacinth-
mauve thow, a scatter rug the intense blue of a bluebird's
wings. Abandon the bland comfort of ecru, in favour of the
drama of: Jaundice. Choleric. Motley. Ox-blood. Every time your
eyes rest on one of these fresh, bright, hopeful new colors, your
whole self will feel refreshed.

We, the Webbers, live in the Meadows and last fall we rescued
our puppy, Baby, from the SPCA. She is a Lab/Shepherd cross
and is now about 10 months old. Her new big sisters are
Elizabeth, age 12 and Grace, age 11. Baby likes running
around the meadows, smelling stuff, hopping in deep snow,
eating snow. Snow in general.  As well as her disemboweled
stuffed toys. No dislikes yet, although, Lucky and Lisa
(brother/sister tag team cat wrestlers she shares the house
with)... aren’t so crazy about the babe. Though, shes’s had a
warm welcome from all the neighbours in the meadows.

Tips & Tricks

Need a babysitter?  Looking to buy or sell?
Need a mate?
Consider The Fairmont Range Gazette Classifieds for
inexpensive and effective advertising!
Email info@frgazette.com for rates.

Classifieds

Letters
Dear Editor,
I was recently informed of the good news that Fairmont Resort
and other local businesses in Fairmont proper were being wired
with what has become rather controversial fibre.  I think we all
knew it wouldn’t be too long before those with the means, and
those communities and businesses that would prove good for
the bottom line, would be receiving the service by way of
privately owned Nanofibre.
I would be curious how many residents of the immediate
community of Fairmont voted the RDEK Broadband effort
down, only to now enjoy this unique option of the benefits
despite their short sighted and pitifully misguided vote.
Unfortunately, for those of us who don’t live in an area of
higher residential or business density are pretty much, S.O.L.
Enjoy, businesses, residents and visitors of Fairmont, while the
rest of are deprived of even the option of the opportunities of a
truly revolutionary technology for this region.
Anonomously Frustrated

Local Affairs

For Sale:  I’m sure there must be something, it’s just not
listed here right now.

Spring is in the Air! And in Case You Are Not Yet Organized...

Columbia Valley Transit Schedule

Dutch Creek Bridge

Kevin Richter
Regional Director
Southern Interior District
Ministry of Transportation
447 Columbia Street
Kamloops, BC
V1C 2T3Jack Bennetto

Rocky Mountain District Manager
Ministry of Transportation
129-10th Ave South
Cranbrook, BC
V1C 2N1

Kelly Beriault
District Transportation Engineer
Ministry of Transportation
129-10th Ave South
Cranbrook, BC
V1C 2N1

Name That Spot

Can you tell which Fairmont location is represented here?  Send
your answer in to info@frgazette.com and let us know where
this might be and you could be a BIG winner!
What is the prize?  Well, first, being published as The Winner in
this here Fairmont Range Gazette, of course.  Also, taking pride,
amongst all of us readers, in your superior visual acuity!
The answer and The Winner will be announced in next month’s
issue.

If you have a comment or opinion you would like to share with our readers,
we would all love, love, love to hear it!  Email to  info@frgazette.com.

Last Month:  Congratulations to Beth Gilbraith!  This resident of
Columere Park guessed the location to the letter, or more specifically,
to the window.  February’s location was the left, front side of the barn
at Mountainside Golf Course.  Thank you, Beth!

Honorable Kevin Falcon,
Minister of Transportation
Room 306
Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC
V8V 1X4

Locals are getting involved.  It is our bridge, after all.  But there
is still  much to be done to make sure that this crossing ulti-
mately best serves the needs of drivers, pedestrians and this
community.
A letter writing campaign is currently underway for a complete
bridge overhaul and will continue during these weeks and
months as the Dutch Creek Bridge situation is under review by
the BC Ministry of Transportation.  Do keep your letters coming
as this is the best way for the Ministry to understand the needs
of this community.  Please take note of the contact information
for various representatives with the Ministry and be sure to take
this opportunity to add your own voice to the process.  Starting
from the top:

Two trips everyday to Edgewater, Radium, Invermere, Fairmont
and Canal Flats.
One by-request trip each on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
between Radium, Invermere and Fairmont.  In addition to the
local transit service, Health Connections, a service partnership
that provides transportation options and access to non-
emergency medical appointments, will continue in addition to
the new transit system.
Fares:
Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $2.00   Regional:  $2.50
Child, under 5 years:   Free

Monthly: Adult/Student/Senior $42.00
Sheet of 10 Tickets:  Adult/Student/Senior
Local:  $15.00  Regional:  $18.00

For more information and schedule details visit:
www.busonline.ca
Telephone: 1-877-343-2461, or pick up Rider’s Guide on the Bus.

Happy Birthday,Happy Birthday,Happy Birthday,Happy Birthday,Happy Birthday,
Katie Watt!Katie Watt!Katie Watt!Katie Watt!Katie Watt!
March 7thMarch 7thMarch 7thMarch 7thMarch 7th

A Spiritual Seminar of Practical Prayer:
the powerful and fun “ Art of Acceptance”
with Facilitator Crisanna MacLeod
for women and men , aged 15 and over.

What to do to. New ways to think and respond with 5
powerful techniques. Know and like yourself. Always. From
there, offer acceptance and kindness to others who are
important to you.

Introductory Sessions :
Introductory sessions  pre-registration required : 342-8947
Please leave your information.
$10.00 or 2 people for $15.00; by donation for seniors (65+)
and Youth (15 to 18)
Time and place: Thursday, March 13th 6:30 pm in  Fairmont
OR  Saturday, March 15th  11:00 am in Canal Flats

Art of Acceptance seminar 5 weeks  – Wednesdays in April.
Cost $225.00, pre-paid in full (payments available), two
people for price of one when two attend full seminar together.
Seniors (65+) and youth (15 –18) by donation.
Create love laughter ease and connections in all your
relationships .

Happy EastHappy EastHappy EastHappy EastHappy Easter!er!er!er!er!

Gazette Online
It may not be pretty, but it’s there.  Check out The Fairmont
Range Gazette online for updates on community information as
well as find every issue, past and present.  Come and visit at
www.frgazette.com.

Happy 4th Birthday,Happy 4th Birthday,Happy 4th Birthday,Happy 4th Birthday,Happy 4th Birthday,
Sawyer Bean!Sawyer Bean!Sawyer Bean!Sawyer Bean!Sawyer Bean!

Canal Flats Community Crib Tournament
2nd and 4th Thursday of Each Month

1pm at the Canal Flats Civic Centre on Dunn Street
All Le vels of Experience Welcome

$5 Entry Fee- $50 Prize for Top Score
5 Games- Rotating Partners

Call 250.349.5504 for more info


